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translator’s preface 


The volume now presented to the Public, 
in an English dress, will need no other 
introduction to recommend it to notice, 
than the far-famed name of Pompadour, '' 

'i \ 

Witli diffidence the ’Translator sub- 
mits his attempt to the British Public, 
rel3dng not on the merits of his' oto ex- 
ecution, but on tliat candor which has ever 
distinguished their decisions. 

He tinsts the original Work has not 
altogether suffered in his hands, and hopes 
he will not be found in any one instance 
to have pen'erted the meaning of the 
Author. 

A 
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From the NaiTative much informa « 
tion is to be derived, as the causes of the - 
French Revolution are traced to their 
source; whilst it proves Madame de Pom- 
padour to have been the chief actor in 
paving the way to that important event. 

'• Never was • woman so celebrated by 
%er skill in artifice and intrigue,' and. in' 
governing . a weak . Monarch, heedless of ^ 
consequences, and. regardless of justice.; 
Avarice and the love of empire were her 
sole,;and ruling, passions*- • ' \ r 

■ -Her history .presents to the '.world 'a- 
moral picture, highly- and' universally- in.-^ 
teresting and important. ‘. It demonstrates- 
that power and splendor are but poor sub- 
stitutes for the testimony -of: a' rgood icon- • 
science.. It admonishes Princes what they 
ought not: to be, and .' Nations what, they ' 
-ought not to endure t whilst., it :shews their’ 
Rulers how insecure and unsteady are the*. 


most seemingly Consolidated* foundations of 
power,- when- WiTUptioii and pecula’tion 
mark, in the Government,; a'total disregard 
to the i ntercst ^ of *the i S ubj ect. > Olt » proves 
how a Prince, fliouglj, like Louis 'the XVth, 
naturally ' of a good disposition, when he 
gives himself up to a boundless gratification 
of his looser desires, and to a thorough 
abandonment of all morality, may bnng 
on, even in the most attached people, a 
hatred, contempt and detestation of Mo- 
narchy, and the very name of Poyalty. 
AVhat an awful warning to the remaining 
Governments of Europe, at this momen- 
tous and truly terrific crisis ! 

O you, who preside over tlie fate of 
Nations, fook here and hehofdf Eehofcf 
what are the dreadful consequences of sel- 
fishness, extortion and oppression in the 
Governors; and of distress, discontent and 
resentmen tin the governed. 
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Not merely, therefore, as an amusing 
book, and as a detail of facts, but as an 
instructive and powerfully impressive ex- 
ample to Governments, these Memoirs are 
presented to the British Public. 



DEDICATORY EPISTLE 


TO THE 

'SoijeretstiB; of Curope. 


The History of the Court of France^ during 
the favor of Madame de Pompadour, is the 
most useful present that modem literature can 
make to the Govemmenis of Europe. ' ' 

The piesent JFork proves how much the 
recent misfortunes of France are connected 
icith the history of Madame de Pompadour. 
Trained up hy a depraved mother, for the pur^ 
pose of corrupting a Prince naturally religious 
and xirtuous, and endowed xcith the qualities 
requisite in good Princes, she succeeded in en~ 
slating and degrading him. 

** An enemy to the Established Religion of 
the Nation, she teas ever the protectress, and 
the rallying point of its adversaries. 
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The Royal Family, lohose interests were in 
apposition to her own, were set at variance by 
her intrig^ies. 

By nature excluded '^from all the ^public 
pageantry of the throne,'^ and from the 6clat of 
military command, she inspired the Prince with 
a disgust for those ceremonies which were indis- 
pensably necessary to the splendor- of the Mo- " 
ndrchy, ' . 

Jealous of favours that, .might, eventually 
he granted to her rivals, her machinations to 
dissuade the King, surpass hnaginatio7i^ '., 

• ''' Privately detested Vy the Royal Faniily, 

the Clergy, \the Nobility of the State, and by 
every virtuous 'person in France; despised by 
our allies i - abroad ; she broJee throiigh all our 
most ancient treaties, to go in search of new 
alliances. 

She changed the whole system of European 
diplomacy, and obliged all the Ambassadors to 
become her courtiers, ’ < . , ‘ 



Characterized hy the great and ingenious 
Benedict the XIV th^ xvho in a few words ap* 
predated and ei>ti mated her for what she teas, 
she had the assurance to endeavour to prove to 
all JLurope that she was a Christiani by nego^ 
dating with one of the heads of a very cele- 
brated religious society for an absolution ^ to 
enable ha to perform her Easter devotions; 
and she punished the refusal of one of the 
memhets of that society to give her that ahso- 
lutioni by the irrevocable aholilion of the whole 
fraternity, 

Beligion, Historyj and Philosophy united y 
now proclaim her to have been the curse of a 
great and powerful Nation, 

O you! far whom the study of our Re- 
volution is now become a duty, it is for you 
also I publish these Memoirs* The favor and 
iiiflucnce of Madame dc Pompadour was one 
of the causes of oKr misfortunes. 




ANECDOTES 


OP THE 

COURT OF FRANCE, 
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fcllAPTER i. 


jSirlli of Jane Poisson \ her education % 

lilies ; anecdotes of her parenis.-^Monsteur 
he Normant d*J^tioles falls in lovcKith her^ 
and marries /ler . — Prilliani society of Ma- 
dame d*ElioleSy at Paris. — Po? trait of the 
Ahht dc Pernis. — Original designs of her mo- 
thccy Mttdatne Poissony to maheher daughter 
the mistress of Louis the XVth.-^The conduct 
of Madame d*Pdioles tn consequence ; she 
follotcs the King to his hunting par ties y in the 
Forest of Sennar. — Jealousy of the Duchess 
of Chutcauronxy the reigning favorite. 


JANE POISSON ^as Ijorn in 1722 tlie 
{\aug\Uer of a Clerk attached to the Commis- 
Rariatof the Armj, under one of thefourbro* 
thers Paris, wlio Iiad tlie principal manage-* 
B 
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ment of that department. Her mother was 
celebrated for her gallantries; M. M. Paris 
and le Normant disputed, for a long time, the ' 
title of father to her whose history is written, 
in this work. Madame de Poisson had that 
freedom of manners which the women of gal- 
lantry, of those days, had imbibed from the 
looseness of conduct, which reigned in France, 
during the regency, of Philip of Orleans. 
M. Le Normant, notwithstanding this disputed 
title, was so persuaded that he was the father 
of the young Poisson, that he took on him- 
self and fulfilled, with the greatest care, the 
duties which" this title imposed on him ; he 
superintended the education of this child, with 

t 

a degree of passion which encreased, as hefound 
her genius expand, and saw her possessed of 
the highest abilities, for the study of the fine 
arts. Mademoiselle Poisson, from an early 
age, was remarkable for her talents in music, 
drawing, engraving on copper, and on gems; 
her progress in the latter art was such, that 
the productions of her graver have since been 
compared to the choicest prints, in the light 
and amusing stile. 
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At the age of eighteen, she was admired 
for both her beauty and her figure ; the former 
of which was truly xlazzling, nhen in full dress; 
this exquisite beauty was softened into the 
simplicity of an interesting countenance, when 
occupied in conversing on those topics that 
had made Iicr mistress of her education ; and 
•the change was so marked^ that it was pro- 
verbially said of her, in the circle she lived in 
from the time of her mar iage, that she was 
at the same time beautiful and engaging, qua- 
lities winch are rarely to be found in the same 
woman, and which, in some respects, reci- 
procally exclude eacli other, 

, The tenderness of INI. Le Nonnant de 
Tourneham daily encreased, as this interesting 
creature grew older, and he resohed to marry 
her in a manner that should leave no doubt of 
his loving her as his daughter, which delermi- 
nation soon brought round her asuarm of ad- 
mirers, of the most respectable citizens of the 
capital, ' , 

The young Ic Normaut d’Etioles, nephew 

Be 
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to tlic person w)jo figured under Ihc cliuractcr 
of lier father, entered the list : the free access 
he liad to the house, as a near relation, pro- 
cured him frequently tlic pleasure of seeing 
Mademoiselle Poisson ; and he ivas not long 
before he felt a sincere afieclion for her, which 
his uncle was far from disapproving; the young 
lover was of a mild disposition, gentle passions, 
with good sense and a good heart, and it has 
since been said, that M. de Tourneham, had 
long before formed the plan of placing his 
daughter in the bed of the King, and that no 
other individual had appeared to him more 
adapted, than his nephew, to endure with pa^- 
tience the metamorphosis of a rvife, into the 
mistress of Louis XV. All the ditficulty con- 
sisted ill obtaining the consent of the father of 
Le Normant, who found many objectional cir- 
cumstances against this marriage. The name 
and the family of Mademoiselle Poisson formed 
the principal difficulties; for her father, who 
Lad been prosecuted for his conduct, and his 
dishonesty in his official situation, had been 
condemned to be hanged, and had for years 
been a fugitive and an exile in a foreign country; 



and although by a second sentence the first 
had been annulled, yet still an c\ crlasting stain 
s\as attached to his name. ' 

Her mother, a >ery coarse and vulgar 
bourgeoise of Paris, contemplating the charm- 
ing features of her daughter, was perpetually 
Tcpcating, from the moment she brought her 
info the 'i^orld, that she uould make her a 
morsel for a King,” so that Mademoiselle Pois- 
son, brought up in this manner, heard herself 
from her tendcrest infancy, called “ a morsel 
for a King.” 

Notwithstanding these ^.difficulties, the 
tender affection of M. de Tourneham, for the 
young Poisson, soon o>ercame those obstacles 
which seemed to form an insurmountable bar- 
rier to the passion, flndthc^iews of his ne- 
phew . Nothing remained but to get the con- 
sent of the father of the young man. Mon- 
sieur Lc Normant promised, in the first place, to 
ghc the half of Ins property to the young hus- 
band, immediately on the marriage, and to 
leave him the other half after his death, Tiusi 
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generosity determined the father of the young 
man as to the conduct he should adopt, for he 
began to fear, if he hesitated at giving his con- 
sent, that these good things would go with the 
girl into some other family ; and this fear, joined 
to the pressing entreaties and solicitations of his 
son, at last made-him listen to, and accept the 
proposition. Mademoisselle Poisson became 
Madame le Normant d’Etioles. 

It does not appear, however; that her heart 
- had been much consulled in this connexion. 
M. d’Etioles was a little man, with a face nei- 
ther handsome or dignified ; she was any thing 
but in love with him, who felt the sincerest af- 
fection, and the most ardent passion for her, 
which, even marriage did not diminish the 
force of. In these circumstances, Madame 
d’Etibles, who lived quite in the gay world, 
did not seem by any means to correspond with 
his feelings, or to make him a suitable return 
for the endeavours he used tp please her. His 
handsome income enabling him to enter into 
great expences, he' spared for nothing either 
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in tlrcss or in amusements, to prove to her tho 
excess of his afTtction. 

Although Iier personal charms were such 
as would have inspired a lover, with jealousy, 
particularly a husband as much in love with 
his wife as he was ; yet he granted her every 
degree of liberty slie could nish for; he oas 
^ attentive to invite and get together the most 
tvitty and entertaining society, of all Paris, to 
liis hou^e ; a society of which she aluays formed 
the principal ornament, as well by the nata« 
ral gaiety of her disposition, as by the charms 
of her beauty, and of her talents. 

There ever have been, in Paris, women 
ulio, either from their beauty, or intriguing 
disposition, have scr\cd as n kind of centre in 
the capital, and \\ ho has e drawn round them 
not only all the men of talents’, but all 
those wlio had private or ambitious victes to 
anstrer. It is said that Louis thcXlVth. who 
had succeeded in silencing his detractors, that 
he might oblige his subjects to admire him, 
feared nothing so much as the conversation 
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nnd llin opinions of llinsc circles. That of 
IMadame de Pompadour, shortly after her 
inarria^e, •vvas composed of Voltaire, Ca- 
husac, I’ontenellc, ISlontcscjuieu, the Abbe dc 
Bernis, Manpertuis, and other illustrious cha- 
racters, 

The foreign ambassadors ^verc also of 
her parties; but the most celebrated, and 
the most assiduous of the admirers of her 
beauty, mas the gallant Abbe dc Bernis; wlio 
afterwards became, tiirougli the interest of 
his patroness, Minister of Foreign Affairs, in 
spite of those obstacles wliich were long 
thought insurmountable, and which he had 
to struggle with, tliroughoul the whole course 
of his advancement. In fact, the Abbe de 
Bernis ^vas neither attached to the Jesuits or 
the Siilpiciens ; the first had discarded him 
fi’om their convent, in his native jrrovince, 
and he had come to Paris, not knowing to 
what saint to address his prayers, to forward 
his fortune. ' He had, on his first arrival in, 
the capital, lived so obscurely, and in' such 
great distress, that his \vasherwpman had ser- 



9 


vcd him in the double quality of * housewife 
and mistress ; but lie had an infinite share of 
wit, a very pretty figure, and a set -of fea- 
tures calculated for conquering Madame do 
Pompadour, to whom he managed to get him- 
self introduced, she called him her ** wounded 
pigeon,” and he was, in her house, what is 
called in Paris, “ The Ahb6 of the Family.” 
Notwithstanding his distress, the Ahb£ de 
Bernis was of a noble family ; but there are in 
France so many persons of noble birth, and 
so many men of good families, wlio aro 
without employ, or the means. of bread, that 
the Abb6 de Bernis’s chief aim was to dis- 
tinguish himself in Paris, and in the liouse 
of Madame d’Etioles, by the brilliancy of 
his wit a'nd the charms of his poetry. He 
was horn at St. Marcel d*Ardfichc,' a quar- 
ter of which seignory belonged to his father, 
who lived in constantlitigation,andw’as ruining 
himself to carry on a law suit-, of little conse- 
quence, with another gentleman. 


• De PiTf. I luppwc thi» to be • prior cf 

I*ire for 
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11\c AM)i' tie IVvnis, nlio. iHnv*n*t1nrf:, 
blufilie's nl verNt's. cannot linve ioi‘;^t>ttt'n 
that his stair/.as' niul his ina(irl:’ats laitl flu* 
llfst fouinlations of his |)resetil hrilliant for- 
tune. 


I'he virnvs that iMnthune tic roinpntlonr 
had, on the Kinp^’s heart, llie schcnn s and the 
ijitrigues necessary to secure her llu* posses-- 
sion of it, rendered her botli pnulenl and 
clrrmnspecl insindct}’. Jshe parted ivilh none 
of her lovers in jinp'r ; bnt fbose fivors 
M'bieb she granted eaulionsly and %v!tii re- 
Kcrve, successive!}' and by degrees, i)roug!d 
many persons, of bigb consideration, into Inn* 
interest to flic most pressing of ber lovers, 
she obstM’vcd tliai the King, alone, cotdd make 
her gnilty of an infidelity towards lier Ihih- 
band ; whilst Bind, a relation, who was one 
of the King’s first valets-do-chainber, in- 
formed the Monarch, who seemed liighly 
gratified with the information, that there was 
a bonrgeoisc in Paris, the ])rcttiest ivoman of 
the whole capital, who had sworn an eternal 
fidelity to her husband, with the sole exetsp- 



toofLo«UXV..ndthesoodman,a'E^- 

to laugh at the jest, tom 

to XVth. on hfeyatt, hunting one stomy day , 
in the forest ot Sennar, entered the Castle of 
dXtiolcs, and offered to its mnster the Iiorns 
of a stag, he had pstUUed: Monsieur d* E- 
tiohs placed them in Ins saloon, uliere, it is 
said, tlief have remained ever since his vvifo 
Tcalaedtlns^pcesfiut of the King’s, In tho 
mean time Madame d’Etioles, educated vvith 
the Iiopcs of being one day mistress' to the 
King, Joined her husband in iangliingf at the 
jest, nhich no one suspected rrould be rea- 
hwd ; and trliich was then looked on as a 
pleasantry ; hut which she 'vyas not the )&ss 
senoosly occupied in carrying into execution. 
She had resolied to make a captive* of the 
King, and this r^olutmiv Ud her 1o leave 
no means untried, that could ensure to her this 
magnificent conquest. 

- Huuliug rvas orreof to tnost favorite di- 

totan,aaato«etoe.totattoaed 
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it. I\Ionsicur Lc Norman t was far from ob- 
jecting to bcr enjoying it, and she had dresses 
made for the purpose, with that fine and ex- 
cjuisite taste for which slie was always so re- 
markable; in short, nothing %vas left untried 
to obtain the ends which she had in view. 

She accompanied the King in all his 
hunting parties, not as belonging to his suilo, 
but merely as a spectatress. She contrived to 
throw herself in his way, and to meet him as 
often as possible; but she had the mortifi- 
cation, for a long time, to find all her ad- 
vances fruitless, and all her contrivances of no 
avail. At last, as both her figure and her 
face were remarkable, the King, who so fre- 
quently passed her, was induced to make 

^ V 

enquiry wko she was, but the enquiry seemed 
neither marked by love, or desire. 

This anxiety for notice did not escape 
the watchful eye of a rival, who had such ex- 
clusive possession, at that time, of the King^ 
heart, that he was as it were, invulnerable to 
every other impression. This rival was the 
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DucIjcss of Ch^tcauroux, one of the daugh* 
tors of lIiD Marcliioncss dc Ncslc; she had 
observed that IVIadamc d*Etioles nas present 
Qtesery hunting party, that her looks were 
perpetually directed to the King, and that 
she sought every opportunity of placing her 
charms full in his vicu', • 

Madame d’Etiolcsj appeared in the fo* 
rest of Sennar, near the Castle of ^ d*Etioles, 
as a goddess descended from, the spheres, 
sometimes dressed in an azure*' robe, and 
seated in a rose-coloured phaeton, and 'at 
others, in a rose-coloured robe, and in a 
phaeton of azure ; her beauty was dazzling. 

The Duchess dc Ch{iteauroux, who al- 
ready began to dread that love of variety/ 
which she knew formed part of the character 
of Lonis X^^, look ofrunce at this, and em- 
ployed the most active emissaries to watch all 
her actions. 

Tt was reported that Madame d’Etioles 
going to sec the King dine in public, and 
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having had the presumj^tion to make a stu- 
died- display of her charms to him, Madame 
de Chuteauroux (who had had her pointed 
out to her, not knowing her personally) pla- 
ced herself between the King and Madame 
d’Etioles, screening her entirely from his view, 
and getting her feet upon those of Madame 
d’Etioles, stamped on them with all her 
force, to punish her by this silent lesson for 
daring to shew herself to the King ; but the 
patience and ambition of Madame d’Etioles 
was too great to suffer any thing to divert her 
from her project. 

Madame de Chateauroux, on her part, 

t 

being greatly offended at the King’s having 
asked several questions respecting Madame 
d’Etioles, and determined at once to destroy 
all the plans she might have formed, and 
which she feared her perseverance might ena- 
ble her to execute, assumed the tone of a 
declared favorite, and caused it to be signified 
to her, that she had best absent herself in 
future from the King’s hunting parties, which 
assuredly would become dangerous to her if 
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she still presumed to persist and frequent 
them. Madame d’Etioles, who was too con- 
scious of her rival’s power to dare to enter 
the lists ^^ith her, thought it prudent to con- 
form to these distressing orders. Her love ap- 
peared to have received a cheqk, hut her am- 
hition and her plans became concentrated. 

It will, perhaps, not be unacceptable if 
we should fill up the interval, tvliich relates to 
her history from this moment to that in which 
this nffair was renewed, by* a short recital of 
the amours of the King, which appears to us 
necessary, for the better understanding what 
follows* 



CHAPTER II. 


First conjugal tics of Louis XF, and Mary Lee-- 
zinshy his u'ifc. The first amorous connec- 
tions between this Prince and the four Sisters^ 
Jhladamc dc Mailly^ jMadamc da Viniimillc, 
hladamc dc Chulcauroux^ and Madame de 
Lauraguais. Portraits of those ladies^ their 
retreat from Court, or their death ; character 
of the King, under all these circumstances. 
Transient amours of tins Prince. Portraits 
of Madame dc la Poplinicre and of Madaine 
du Port nil, icho arc refused by the King. 
Anecdotes. 


LOUIS XV. was fifteen years old when he mar 
ried the Princess Mary, daughter of Stanis- 
laus Leezinsky, the dethroned King of Poland, 
and at that time Duke of Bar, and of Lorraine ; 
she was then seven years older than he was, and 
though this marriage like all those between per- 
sons of her rank, w'as made without consult- 
ing her inclinations, and without even a sha- 
dow of probability that the King would ever 
be attached to her from affection, Louis XV. 
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lived a long time alth tlic Princess ; an exam- 
ple of the most faitlifiil conjugal love. 

There was iiotliing seducing in the j7er- 
Bon of the Queen : flic difference of* rtge,‘ 
though not excessive, was yet a point worthy 
of consideration. A numerous issue proved, 
nevertheless, beyond a doubt, the union that 
existed between tliis married couple; and 
seemed to ensure its duration. The King, 
who had been educated by Cardinal Fleury in 
the most Vigid maxims of conjugal faith, 
passcil a strong encomium on his master, 
by scrupulously respecting his principles; 
and habit finished, what duty had begun: 
besides, the Queen possessed good and ami- 
able qualities suflicicnt to compensate for 
the slight defects that were perceptible in 
her* 


TJic King was a long time, without shew- 
ing any abatement of regard, towards his w*ifc. 
Some courtien;, who were base enmtgh fo en- 
tertain the hope of deriiing more advantage 
from his \iccs than from his virtues, at ho 
C 
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early nil age, for n long lime cnclcaToured to 
corrupt liim : the indignation he displaj'cd 
at their conduct, ovcnvliclined them with 
confusion. One of them sounding the praise 
of a lady, well known at court, with an in- 
tention of inspiring him with an inclination 
for lier ; the King answered him — • 

“ Do r/ou ihink her handsomer than, (he 
Qaecn f'* 

I'his unexpected answer, which was very 
well known at Court, disconcerted every pro- 
ject of this kind, and etlectiially sealed all 
lips on this subject. Such a constancy, how- 
ever, was not formed to be of long conti- 
nuance, at Versailles, against the force of ex- 
ample, too prevalent in a Court that was daily 
becoming more corrujjt. Tiiougli ten, or twelve 
years, had glided away without the King’s 
showing any distaste for the Queen, or any 
inclination to inconstancy, her age and ■ her 
numerous child births caused in her, and, 
perhaps, in both, a coldness or indifference 
not very accordant with the passion of love : 
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the disproportion of years began more and 
more to be felt ; but tbe esteem' winch the 
King cntcrtaineci for Mary LeOzinska, and 
uliicli she xo truly merited, cither whether he 
considered her as tlie tender and affectionate 
mother of so many children, or'asan edifying 
and illustrious c\amplc of tnrtue and iiiety, 
made him still so far restrain himself, that 
mery one imagined it was not \\ith‘out ex- 
treme repugnance, and several scveic struggles, 
that he brought himself to depart from the 
duty nliich he owed her. Cut, when he had 
once overstepped the barriers which confined 
him, he gave himself lip to all the irregulari- 
ties A^hicli VC arc going to relate; yet e\en 
during the continuance of these irregularities, 
Louis always slicWcd lier, c\tcrnallyj the‘most’ 
profound esteem. This Princess vas so mo- 
derate that she seldom permitted herself to 
ask a furor. Her conduct had also lery much 
endeared her to the people, and had likewise 
aequiretl her the mlmiration of the Court, 
txhem virtue so seldom receives the justice if 
merits. 

Ca' 
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As soon as llic King gave way io Jiis in- 
clinations — when lie no longer concealed liis 
desires — when he assumed the tone of a mas- 
ter determined to be obeyed ; Cardinal Flcury, 
wlio was loo well acquainted M’ith the ■world, 
as well as with his pupil’s diposition, to sup- 
pose that he would do a violence to himself, 
on a point in which few men will suffer them- • 
selves to be restrained ; thought, however, 
that it would be prudent to select the object, 
on whom the King should fix his inclinations. - 
The jmung Monarch had, as yet, no attach- 
ment, but his restless desires plainly shewed 
be would not be long without one. . 

Fleury was of opinion, that the lady who . 
would be the least coy, would be her, that the 
King would like the best. He conceived, 
also, that she who was least ambitious, would 
best suit the interests of the Court, which 
was the cause of his saying — “ Well then, let 
Mailh/ he introduced to him f* Few ladies 
would have refused accepting the handker- 
chief, or rather, there were few who would 
not have disputed it ; the King being, at that 
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lime, the handsomest man at Court — in the 
Capital — or, perhaps', in tlic Kingdom. Tlic 
IMonarcIi, l),v degrees, attached himself to 
Madame Mailly ; hut never did Mistress 
inahe less advantage of her lover. Of a most 
disinterested, and generous ‘character, she 
never asked any thing for herself, it ^vas al- 
ways in behalf of strangers, that the favors, 
of ivliich she w as the channel, flowed. Mild ; 
charitable; afTable; and obliging, her amiable 
qualities almost obliterated tlie stain on her 
honor, and sp far was she from endeavouring 
to enrich herself, that it was always with 
great reluctance slic received the trifling pre** 
senls which the King made her. 

I^tiis had only lived a few years, in a very 
prhntc manner, with Madame de INIailly, 
and without incurring the scandal of the 
Courts when one of her younger sisters ar^ 
rivrtl there from the convent, where she had 
hciird of Madame Mailly*s elevation. Ab* 
sorbed by ambition, and of a character quite 
opposite to that of the favorite, deter- 
mined, jn tier own mind, to gain the King’s 
CO 
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affections ; slie was continually writing to liet 
sister, at Versailles, ^entreating permission to 
serve her, either in the capacity of compa- 
nion, secretary, or female reader. The amia- 
l>le Madame Mailly, who had no jealousy in 
her nature, suffered ^herself to be surprised by 
the little' convent boarder ; who came, and 
wlio, ill establishing herself at .Versailles, 
made a conquest of the King, not by her 
beauty, but because he had a natural prqpen- 
sity — a sort of passion, for little innocent- 
looking girls of twelve years old. The young 
hussy, uho was. aware of this, played her 
part so well, that the King became disgusted 
with Madame de Mailly. The little pen- 
sioner became pregnant, whom he made 
Monsieur de Vintimille marry, on condition 
that he should never have any connexion with 
her. What to some was highly entertaining, 
but gave general cause of scandal to all was, 
that the marriage ceremony was performed by 
the Archbishop of Paris, Monsieur de Vinti- 
mille, a relation of the husband. The issue 
of this amour was the young man whom, 
in those days we called, when absent, Louisas 
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counterparty for, like all tlie King’s natural 
ckihlrcn, uitliout exception, he bare lu$ 'fa- 
llicr in Iiis face. 

It is to bo observed that the Princes of tlio 
House of Bourbon must be absolutely, but 
artfully, governed both by tbeir ministers 
and tlieir mistresses. Madame de Vintimille, 
tvlio bad a great deal of genius, conduct, and 
contrivance, acted upon this maxim : sbo 
remarked this peculiar weakness in the King’s 
dis]>osition, and look such advantage of it, 
that the Cardinal, preceptor and prime mi* 
nistcr, became so extremely jealous of her, 
ns to be weak cnougli to betray it, and with 
such a degree of rancour, that to him was at- 
tributed the sudden and ext raor dinar}” death 
of Madame de llnrimille, Thougli the rulers 
of a State think they have a right to do any 
thing, I do not believe that Cardinal Flenry 
was capable of such anatrocit}\ Though his 
mtem of government, or politics, has been 
reproachwl as being too much marked uitb 
that morality, which in a statesman, at tho 
head of such a kingdom as France, might 
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have been dispensed with, his reputation was, 
in the minds of many, severely wounded by 
the death of Madame de Vihtimiile. 

The King, who thought him incapable of 
such an act, was a long time inconsolable; 
he secluded himself from company, and wept 
like a child. He returned, however, soon 
afterwards, to the arms of Madame de Mailly, 
who still incautious, notwithstanding the re- 
cent lesson she had received, had already re- 
ceived, with the same unsuspecting aftection, 
another young sister, and even placed her in 
the very apartments where the deceased had 
gendered the King unfaithful, 

Madame de Tournelle’s features were re- 
gular, and of extraordinary beauty : she also 
possessed the Graces, and the elegant man- 
ners of those of high rank ; the ceremonious 
manners of the Court, which she never laid 
aside, gave her the air of a dignified princess ; 
so that Louis, in his familiar momentsj always, 
called her his “ Grande Frmces^e” 
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r The Bulcc d*Ag4nois (now ^Monsieur 
cVAguillion) ,wlio.was distractedly in love 
willi her, received from the Duke do Riche- 
lieu, then Marshal of France, those lessons of 
. intrigue, Mvhich that celebrated courtier was 
capable of practising with so much grace and 
address, and which was follo^Ycd by the King 
as well as himself. * ^ 

By •some very skilful, although, perhaps, 
not the most modest contrivances, Madame 
dc Viiitimillc succeeded in rendering herself 
agreeable to the King, notwithstanding her 
plainness. The beautiful La Toumellc made 
use of the garb*of inodcstj' nioiic, atfcctingia 
languishing air, and a timidity, not natural 
to her; and, amongst other arts of coquetry, 
she was in the habit of concealing her pretty 
‘ face under a veil, which the King would raise 
for the purpose of admiring her, amlfrer^ueut- 
ly embraced her, whilst the perfidious fair 
one transpierced him with -the sparkling 
glances of her fascinating eyes. After having, 
for some months, thus tantalized and raised 
the passions of the King, and /inding he was. 



at h ratf apprtl into In-r net, the a‘sunu‘(! 

air. of linnirlstifo’.s. 'i’lm fvtni^, \Uio <1id not 

givf: ^u'tv, aitortipt'd to vanfiirrli Ikt, hut j-lir, 
t>n Jn-r part, rniv*d obstnolf*'^, niul ninitipHcd 
ohjrt’tion^.; lonliirh, tho Prince ntisu-ercfl iilic 
a Cu‘>ti!liau Mofiarnli, or a Prince of tlic 
(.'onrt ami time of l-rancih T. The Tnomnnt 
oither for a podtive rcAral, or compliance 
rvafi arrived, and it was tlien that the iMar- 
chio}K^^ de In 'ronrmHe proptred terms: 

The nr.st aas, that .she should be made n 
Duchess. 

Tlic Kccond, that her sister, iMailly, 
should uithdivw* from Court, and retire into 
a convent. 

The third, that the King should give an 
idai to the splendor of Ins Cromn, by . going 
in person to the Army, as she was apprehen- 
sive that the King’s inactivity and amours, 
might be injurious to liis reputation, which 
she wislietl to render spotless and glorious. 
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The fourili, that the King should gire 
her n hoiL'JC niul furnish it in a manner suit- 
able to Jicr rank and situation. 

Tlic King granted all she asked, notwith- 
llanding abirh, shcstill resisted .Ids eagerness, 
till she was assured she was publicly declared 
Ids inistrcRs,ttliongli she W'as not really so. 
The Court being, at that time, on a less rc- 
scr\cd i}stcm than that of Louis XIV, so 
much had the Cardinal trampled decency and 
dignity under foot. 

. The ,King, wdnlo with the army, was 
suddenly seized with a ^iolent disease, during 
the fa\or-of Madame dc la Tournellc, who 
had been created Duclioss of Cli.'itcaurouv. 
The llbbops niul Jesuists, ^>110 surrounded 
the King’s hwl, and the intrigucsof the Cour- 
tiers, raised in this Prince, whou'as naturally’ 
religious, certain qualms of conscience, which' 
imlucNl him, by lettres de cachet, publicly 
to banish, to a distance from Ids Court, the 
Duchr«^ do Chhtcauroux, who had followed 
him to the army. 



7'hcQiiccn linstcncd to IVIontz, where the 
King was ill; siio took witli her Maclaine dc 
Flavaconrt, one of her ladies, rvho was the 
sister of IMadanies Maillj, Vinlimille, and 
('hateauroiiN', so that it was ohserved, that 
one of the two sisters (the King’s mistress) 
was banished the Court, whilst Madame de 
Kiavaconrl approached it with the Queen, 
This nas the finest cidogium the religious 
Courtiers could pa 3 ' to Madame de Flava- 
court) whose virtue was, a long time, thought 
to be put on as a cloak ; but it has since been 
known that the Duke de Richelieu tempted 
her with all the guile of Satan, and tliatshe 
resisted his dangerous insinuations. 

The King being recovered from the ma- 
lignant fever, and having returned to Paris, 
received from Madame cle Clikteauroux a rose, 
a cockade, and a very amoiirous letter. He, 
who had tenderly loved her, paid her a visit in 
the evening,, and a perfect reconciliation took 
place. This event made such an impression 
on her, that she died with the most alarming 
symptoms. The public, for ever occupied by 
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sb many follies and falselioods, suspected that 
fihc» lihe her sister Vintiraille, had been poi- 
soned. 7’iic King M as, therefore, once more 
without a favorite, though not without en- 
joyments; for this Prince, naturallyof a very 
Mnrm constitution, employed panders, nho 
procured him temporary pleasures, but such 
as by no means were calculated to satisfy his 
desires. Pleasure combined with amusement, 
was alone capable of enlivening the soul of 
this Prince, imtundly and too often plunged 
in a gloomy melancholy. 

Under these circumstances, Louis paid at- 
tention to Nome women who wished to fonn 
connexions will! him. Madame do Laura- 
guais amii'wl him for some time, during the 
» f.wor of her sisters. After the death of Ma- 
dnniede Ch^teauroux, while the King seemed 
tw ilve tb-aTvm t>f intmwtancy, 

ahe again appeared, like soscral other women, 
which pro>cd that he was neither difficult nor 
delicate in his choice, for he accejited women 
of c\ery condition, who were presented to 
hinij'^uthout cxcctUing even the little gris- 
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scttcs. The Duke dc Ricliclieu, who shared 
with him all his misfresses, ivas, of all his 
courtiers, the most agreeable to him. lie had 
a convenient a])arlmenl adjoining the King^s, 
and in the private suppers that he gave him, 
never failed to introduce tliose women most 
suitable to maintain his credit. He some-' 
limes, however, introduced ladies who de- 
ceived the hopes he had formed, as in the in- 
stances of Madame de Port ail and Madame 
de la Popliniere, botli of whom the King re- 
fused. Tiie first, thougli verj' beautiful, had 
vulgar manners ; and the contrast w’as the 
greater, in proportion as her dress was the 
richer and more elegant : had she been dressed 
in a simple corset, she might have pleased 
him. The latter; though possessing wit, was so 
afiected in her manners, that she disgusted him.- 
Having given these; ladies the title of famous, 
those of my readers, acquainted with my 
reasons, will pardon me a short digression in 
behalf of those who are not so well informed. 

Madame de' la Popliniere was a singer at 
the opera, arid was takien from tlience by 
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Monsieur dc la Popliniiirc, n farmer-general, 
and of course verj rich, who married her* 
She thought, without doubt, lliat she could 
not too speedily punish him for Iiis folly, by 
delivering herself up to gallantry* 

The Duke de Uichelieu was at the head 
of her numerous favorites, lie had hired, at 
an upholsterers, an apartment adjoining to his 
own, and contrived to open a door of com- 
munication through the wall of the chimney, 
tiini enabled him to visit her, and which 
was concealed, from sight, by a large plate of 
copper. Madame de Poplini^ro quarrelled 
with one of her waiting women, wlio made a 
discovery of this, contrivance, and the poor 
Iiu&hand, instead of. dissembling bis vexation 
and concealing his shame, was fool enough to 
relate, himself, this singular adventure, .w'itli 
all its attendant circumstances. 

At Paris, the laughter-loving tribe, are 
never on the side of unfortunate husbands ; 
the I mention of the chimney was deemed so 
ingcuiou5,that it dnnv on Madame dcia Popli- 
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riiore, numberless encomiums. Her name be- 
came so famous, that ali kinds of things were 
called after it. It was the fasliion to have caps, 
fans, and petticoats, la Poplinih'e; nay, 
tliey even went so far as to imitate chimney 
boards, d la Popliniere, 

As to Madame de Portail, the wife of the 
President of that name, the interview she had- 
with the King, though not terminating as she 
could have wished, which she attributed to an 
excess of the respectful love, with which she iiad 
inspired him, gave rise to a most diverting ad- 
venture. This lady who was handsome, but 
extremely vain, took it into her head that she 
had made a conquest of the King, and that tlie 
want of a good opportunity alone, had pre- 
vented him from giving her convincing proofs 
of it. Flattering herself with this ravishing 
idea, she one night at a masked hall, saw a 
man, wdio in his air, his stature, and his voice, 
so strongly resembled the King, that the mis-' 
take was easily made. After having taken off 
her mask, she began to pursue and allure him. 
This man, who w^as one of the King’s Guards, 



55 


and knew* lier ver^* well, taking advantage 
^of )ier mistake, gained cojnplcte'povsession 
of her charms. The business over, she, with 
the greatest cflronterr, joined t)ic assembly 
again, notwithstanding the disordered state 
she was in, fully satisfied that she had, as 
she conceived, been honored iVith^ the em- 
braces of the King. But the Guardsman, not 
judging that he was bound to keep silence 
on the reception of a favour that ^vas not 
intended for himself, and esteeming the inci- 
dent too good to be kept secret, follow'cd her 
into the rcKun, and related in the hearing of 
every one his bonne fortune. (An amusing 
account of tliis adventure is to be found in 
I,es Bijoux Indiscrcts/* vol. ii. pag'c 23D, 
in 2 volumes, 12mo.) 

Some time after, this same lady was im- 
P?fc.vfed m an alVair of a macU more f>erious 
nature. She was accused of hating, in con.^ 
cert with her cook and her porter, conspired 
to poison her hnsl^and. This accumt ion was 
Cot scrupulously inmligafed, othenviv*, it* 
h^rtninalion might have been fatal. Her h<'*' 

‘ D 
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band biin.wlf, desirous that the matter 
should be hushed up; but Madame de Poni- 
padour, who could not forgive her having 
formed designs upon the King, took advan- 
tageof the accusation, and obtained a lettre- 
de-cachet, whicli confined her in a conrent, 
in consequence of the suspicions entertained 
against her. 


To love alone, was Madame la Fresidente 
indebted for her liberty. There was a rich 
wine-merchant attached to the household of 
Madame de Pompadour, named M. d’Ar- 
boulin, who had loved Madame du Portail 
previous to her misfortunes : and who suppo- 
sing that her distress w'ould induce her to' 
listen more favourably to his passion than 
she had done in her prosperous days, employed 
his credit "with Madame de Pompadour: who, 
Satisfied with her triumph, and seeing no 
reason to dread a rival in a woman who had 
for ever forfeited the public esteem, consented, 
with an air of commiseration, to the libera- 
tion of Madame de Portail : who, being di- 
vorced from her husband, rewarded the zeal 



of Arboulin br nn open avoual of licr grati- 
tude and nttacliincnt. She li\cd publicly 
uitli him, declaring to e^cry one that he pos*> 
sessed all the qualifications that could be tic* 
fciml in a husband ; Io\c and vigour; unac* 
coinpanittl with those defects so common 
among the Great — pocrisy and Impotence, 

Such were the l«o women, who had 
the honor to be presented to the King, and 
the mortification of being rejected *br him : 
and on this occasion it vtas that his majesty 
attached himself to Aladamc d’Etioles, in the 
way that I slmll now relate, t 



CHAPTER HI. 


Sccrci Anecdotes rclaiicc to the elevation of 
Madame dc Pompadour. Bhet procures 
her for the King, tcho sends her awai/. 
Pinct makes a second and more successful 
trial. She hccoincs more powerful than 
ever. She e.vcrts herself to gain an influ- 
ence over the King, and sitceceds in render- 
ing him generous. Favors granted to her 
familp. Anecdote of Madame. Sauve, at- 
tached to the household of the Duke of Pour- 
gitndy, under Madame dc Tallard. Anec- 
dotes of Monsieur dc Maurepas. Les jleurs 
Planchcsf'. The vanity of Madame dc 
Pomj)adour. 

AVHEN the King had thus given the rein to 
variety, and had sliifled from object to ob- 
ject ; he took a sudden disgust for temporary 


• Those to whom the French language is familiar, ^Yill see 
how unnecessary, ami, indeed, how indelicate it would be in the 
Translator to substitute any other words for this passage than 
the original ones of the Autlior. As an Englishman, he has too 
great a respect for decency and his fair countrywomen, to at- 
tempt iX.—Traiidator's Note. 
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connections of this sort, for lie foiiml that, 
far from adding zest to his pleasures, they 
tended to blunt the edge of enjoyment, and 
to deprive it of all its energy'. One evening, 
as he M'as retiring to rest, he unbosomed 
himself to Binct, his confidential Valet-de- 
Chamhre, and observed to him, that he nns 
weary of new faces, mthout being able to 
find one capable of fixing his afiections. He 
ashed him, if he knew any female, equal to 
his ^ushcs, and who by her merit and good 
qualities could put an end to these perpetual 
changes. 

Binct, charmed with the confidence of 
his Boyal iSl aster, assured him that he knew 
of a female, who, hen ns certain, oould please 
him; that the person in question was a rela- 
tion of his, nho had been in love nith bis 
from the first time she ever had the 
happiness of beholding him, and who had 
long entcrtainctl thetcndcrest afiection for Ins 
person. Tins answer excited the curiosity of 
the King; who eagerly demanded the namo 
of the fair one. Binct endeavoured to make 
d3 
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him recollect that he had seen her in his 
hunting parties, in the forest of Sennard: and 
that he had before made enquiries respecting 
her. The King, who perfectly recollected 
the circumstance, replied, that she certainly 
had made a lively impression upon him at 
the time, notwithstanding that he was then 
warmly attached to Madame de Chateau- 
youx: he added, that he should be much 
pleased to have a private interview with 
her ; and ordered him to arrange matters ac- 
cordingly. Binet, having received his in- 
structions, went the next day to the house 
of Madame d’Etioies; and related to her all 
that had passed. ' She accepted' the rendez- 
vous with an eagerness correspondent to her 
ambition, and every thing was immediately- 
arranged that she should pass the night, out 
of her own house, Without her husband’s 
having suspicion of the matter. 

■ Madame cl’ Etioles was punctual to the 
assignation : the King passed the night with 
her, and senther home in the morning, wdth 
an appearance of indifference, and it was 



ft cons!clcral)lc lime before lie even spoke to 
Binct about !ier. The chagrin of tlieconfidant 
ntul tlic morlification of the Mistress may 
easily bo imagined. After, having reckoned, 
nith such confidence, on tlio power of her 
charms; after Jmving passed so many years, 
each of llicmin constructing this fine Chateau 
cn Espagne, to see it all vanish ; to be reduced 
to the morlification of thinking that enjoyment 
had not made an impression on tl»c heart of the 
King, forcible enough to receive her even a 
wcond time — wliat n downfall! wliat a dis* 
grace I 

More than a month passed b3’,in this ap- 
parent imlifTerencc, when one night the King 
addressing liimself to Binet, asked him, with 
o hmile, Whore his relation nas, and what 
ihe tlioiight of him r*' Binet told him that 
Madame dXtiolos never ceased from weeping, 
thaUhe did nothing but think of his Majesty, 
whove imago was ever perpetually before her 
ere*, nen in her dreams, 

U she then neepiugfor the sin she com* 
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milled r” rcpliorl Louis XV. To loll you 
the iriilli,” added llic King, “ I feared that, 
like all Ike otliers, she Mas actuated only by 
ambition or bj' self-interest; a passion infi- 
nitely less dignified, and more blameable than 
the desire of pleasing ; exclusive of this 
idea, I can truly say she pleased mo extremely, 
but 1 M’ishfd to seenliat effect, th(3se apparent 
marks of slighting neglect Mould have- on 
her/’ 


Binet was too Mcll-versed a courtier, 
and the intrigue in M’hich his personal inte- 
rest Mas so deeply engaged, Mas of too much 
consequence to him, not to give the King every 
assurance capable of reviving his passion, 
and do an ay ail his doubts. lie particularly 
observed to him, that Interest, that vile pas- 
sion of mercenary souls, could not have any 
charms for her, because "she was already very 
rich ; to which he added, that from every 
thing he could judge, he verily believed she 
loved the King tor his person only, and that 
ev^ry other considerafion was excluded from 
her passion. 
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«* Very well,” said the King, “if that is 
the ease, I shall be clianned to see her again!” 

The visit ^as accordingly rcnc^>cd, the 
King saw her, and this second interview was 
aticnilwl with consequences very diflerent 
from the first. She succeeded in capti\ating 
hint to such a degree, that scarcelj’ could he 
unit the moment vUiich v\as to give her again 
to his amorous desires. From that time ho 
constantly passed his niglits v^ith her, until 
her coiHjuci't uas so decided, that he Used 
but for her alone, 

- This final, and decided success of her 
projects, u as gcneriilly attributed to the in- 
structions of her mother, s\iio, initiated into 
nil tlic mysteries of pnllantry, and ^ersed in 
the practice of inconstancy, j>osscssed the 
art of p!ea>.urc, in all its perfection. Her les- 
sons ucre not lost on her daughter, to 
whose turn of mind they were peculiarly 
ndaptetl. Madame Poisson lived but a short 
time, after having seen her daughter firmly 
established as a declared favorite, and the ex- 
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ccps of jo'T hlia oxiioricnccrl, at ^vitnossing her 

elevation, ^vns the cause of shortening her 

dnvs; her ^vho1e life had been devoted to the 
* 

success of this project. 


hladamc d’Etiolcs, however, could not 
jiass the nights so frcquentlj' front home, with- 
out giving her husband cause of uneasiness; 
.still less could he, without the most lively alarm, 
see her lay aside all decency, and break through 
every restraint; but he was not long before he 
came to a knowledge of his misfortune, and 
of the love of him who was the cause of it. As 
his love, for his wife, was of too sincere and af- 
fectionate a nature, to suffer him to think of 
shaving her with another, this discovery was 
like a thunder-bolt to him. 

Resolved not to submit, he began by 
adopting the tone of an injured and offended 
person, and to use the authority of a husband ; 
this only served to accelerate the execu- 
tion of those measures, which the King, in 
concert with Madame d’Etiole, had resolved 
on ; rendered bold by the certainty of proteo-^ 
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tion, she fVnrlcs^ly laul nsidc the mnsk, and 
hating IjoNfcd (hr colours of the cnem^', she 
sought nn' a\vlinn at 'Versailles, The poor 
Alonsiciir irKtiolcs,flcscrte(l by his uifp,A>hom 
he faithfully and passionately lo^ed, a as loud 
in his grief, and filled the universe ^vitli his 
complaints. I lo had used every- means to bring 
her back to her duty, v lien he received a mild 
message, unticcompanicd by n Iclter-de«cachct, 
Ordering him to go and reside at Avigtion, ^ 

Forced lo obey, he repaired lo the place 
of his exile ; and there, stiirdistractedly fond 
of liisivife, l>e gave himself up to such tiolcnt^ 
transports of afiliction, us brought on a fever 
which had nearly cost him his life; hcrecovcr* 
ed, however, at last, ovnng to the strength of 
n good constitution, and the forcible represen- 
tations of some of his friends, who succeeded 
in convincing him of the folly of giving nji 
life, for an ungrateful wife; who, so far from 
rinthhugn tear at Ids death, would bctlie first 
to rejoice at it. Twelve months pavsctl at A' 
vignnn, gave linielo rcaM?!i to work his cure. 



IJf' niorj-trnrHiinl, nufl mndf: intfjrftst 
for pi rjni'Hfoo to rf ttjrn to tvhich hr* 

njidily obuiiru'd, tindt-r n promi'.e to leave 
in,5tt« r,>i <jiii(‘tly nn they %\eve, to stifie his dis- 
f-ontf-nt, am! lo qivctip all thoughts of seeing 
his wift; again. 


'ho this favor, (if favor it could be called) 
other advantages ■nere attached sulllcient- 
ly considerable in tlHonselves, to have consoled 
him, if it t\ere, orcottld be in the poorer of 
ricln s, or of rank, to console a man for the 
loss of a beloved object. The oflicial situation, 
'given himi in the Department of the Finances, 
was n'orth four hundred thousand lit res per 
annum,* besides granting him every favor 
nhich lie asked for his friend.s. Although he 
never saw his wife, j-ct he kept up a constant 
corres])ondcncewit]i her by letters. iVIuch as 
she had before conslanllv frequented public 
places, she now rarely, or ever, -went to them, 
and when she did, slic never failed to give her 
husband notice of her intention, that there 
might not be a possibility of their meeting to- 
gether ; and she a9ted tlms for two reasons, 


• About £10,400 Sterling per Annum, 
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first, llint the eyes of tlic curious might not ho 
fixed oil the conduct .die might adopt, if such a 
circumstance happened ; and next .possibly, that 
she might avoid the shame and mortificatton 
of being sociiiii the Kime place Tvitli an husband, 
nhoui she had so cruelly injured. She well 
knew that the day she should bo seen at the 
play-house, in his presence, the public would 
openly applaud her husband, and insult her; 
and it is u onderful, ns the fai oritc so n ell knew 
the natural propensities of the Parisians, that 
she did not take more pains to attach them to 
her. ' ‘ 


Madame denticles, nlio saw herself sur- 
rounded by enemies, the very day of her in- 
stallation at court, ns nFa\ oritc, exerted herself 
ns inucb ns possible to guard against them. 
7*0 please and gratify the King, and to study 
his disposition, was her first aim; and artfnj 
and keen. sighted as she was, she soon ac- 
ijuired a thorough knou ledge of his character. 
Profiling by her otiservation, she inanagcil 
matters so uell, that the King was convinced 
he never tJiould find a person with whom he 
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noiild i>n*;s iiappiIy»or?;o tranquilly. 

Shf'lnul fou^ui out tls^* woak side of the Kill", 
and .stio |i{'rc:< ivc'd, (hat of all (ho modes in 
her jiouer, tin; surest was that of keeping Iiim 
jHTfxUuully amused ; and slie formed to lierself 
n plan for manairiii" him, which had this dis- 
coverv for Its hasis. 

Kinq:s arc morn liable perhaps, limn the 
rest of manUind, to feel the u'e}"}it oflistless- 
ness and of ennui. I'he unfortunate facility' 
they possess of procuring themselves amuse-* 
menls, soon cxliausls the capability of en joy- 
ing the pleasures, whicli, at every step the 
eager assiduity of a crowd of courtiers is solely 
occupied iu contriving for their gratification. 
The source is dried up, and the evil is without 
remedy; hence it is, that we find them event 
before the meridian of life, worn out with 
cnjojnnenls, and all their pleasures dejirived 
of the charms of novelty. It then requires no 
common invention to discover sucii pleasures* 
as shall be fortunate enough to interest* or to 
satisfy them; and still more, to restore the. 
charms of novelty to dliose, which fruition has 
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(erly manner, on nil .*;orl.s of inslruincnts, slm 
dnnri'd nil the graces nml lightness of a 
nvmph ; and no nympfi could excel her in dc- 
lic.’o'y or agility. Slie was particularly skilled 
in shewing oil' her varict}* of graces, and never 
siiewcd them, but at the very moment when 
tliey would he most forcibly fell ; her penetra- 
tion was such, that slie knew the very moment 
their iidiuence would cease, and that moment 
she. took cave never should liappen. The 
scene was already changed, ere tlic s])ectator 
was recovered, from the surprize and admira- 
tion which .she had excited by tlie first display. 

Witli so many talents of pleasing the 
King and his favorites, was it to be wondered 
at, if slie became the Oracle of all the Court, 
and as a second Petronius Arbiter ! No amuse- 
ment was thought an amusement, unless in- 
vented by her, or if it had not the . honor of 
her approbation. In those petits sayings of 
which the King was so fond, (every thing was 
required to be a la Pompadour) and from 
which he had found the secret of, banishing 
ail the restraiht of ceremony, in the midst 
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of a feu clio^cn guests, ulioin those moinonls 
um'fTinrf* Ills frioiuls lluiii liis subjects. DU 
of all tiu* pomp of Alajcstr, he ga^O 
h5m»‘clf up u holly to the pleasure of feeing 
liergi^e life to this ^oluptuous company, and 
aniin.itiug tlicm uith uit and meriincnt, for 
she uas the tc’r\ life and soul of all these little 
parties , in a uord, the King had so many rca-* 
sons for hrliev ing her necessary to his happiness, 
tint his hi*art no longer listened to, or felt the 
pleasures of inconstnnc} . i 

The KingV attachment to her tras so greatt 
that he thought nothing too costh, uhich 
uould gi\e her proofs of Ins aflection ; the 
Uoiirhons have been Knoi^ti to spend large 
sums of money, in exterior magnificence; 
lo\e, has Min inctamorpliosed some of them 
into prodigals; hut generosity uas iieicr 
reckoncil amongst their priiate qualities 

l.onis, the uclt helo>e<l, tvhs no c\ceptioa 
to tins gi ntral tniit of famih charartcr. Na- 
turally i-conoinical, he was never knoun to 
rmiinpcjiM' the fa\ors of Ids mistresses in a 

i: 
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kingly manner; but it was reserved for Madame 
d’Etioles, and her powerful influence, to open 
the sluices of the Roj^al Treasure, and to 
turn its streams upon herself and her crea- 
tures. ' 

Hegaveher, in the first place, aMarquisate 
with the title of Marchioness of Pompadour.' 
Poisson who passed for her father, only because 
he had married her mother, after having ob- 
tained his pardon, before the elevation of his 
daughter, was placed in a state of afiluent in- 
dependence for the rest of his days. 

- Her brother, whose only claim to notice, 
was that circumstances, was made Marquis of 
Vandiere, The" courtiers, by a small alteration 
of the word, alwaj's called him the Marquis 
d’ Ayant-heir ; (the Marquis of the day before 
yesterday) which jest was the cause of his 
taking the title of Marquis de Marigny ; the 
iibei ality of the King having enabled him to 
purchase the mafquisate of that name. He 
had before that been appointed Director and 
Governor- General of all Public Buildings, 
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Carden*}, Aria and iAfannracttircsof tlie King- 
dom; a moat important office, to Trliicli the* 
most J Herat i ST appointments srere attached. 

All these dignities did not, hosvevcr, gi^c 
him the talent necessary for this office, especi- 
ally svhen the circumstances is ere considered 
to sshich he osvetl his elevation to it ; and the 
old I’oivson could not hcipsaying, on the occa* 
Mon, As to my daughter, she has a great deal 
of u it, site is Itcautiful, and is deserving of 
the Kiiig^s partiality for her; but that the King 
should do so much for my son Charles, is really 
inrvcnsabte, even in my eyes;’* the fact was, 
IVisson the father was jealous. 

TJic King, howcier, notwithstanding his 
tenderness for the Mstcr, could not help laugh- 
ing at Marigny. Some of the courtiers speak- 
ing one day in his presence, of the approach- 
ing promotion of Knights of his Orders,* 
named several persons nhoni they thought 
likely to lie honored iiith the blue ribband, 


-» • •rt OnJrr*.** 
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and amongst the rest the young Poisson’^ 

ft « ^ 

“ No,” said the King, “ that is too small a 
Poisson (fish) to be served up with bluesauce» 
This jest was too poignant to have been per- 
mitted in any other but the -King, and no 

i 

person would have dared to have repeated itj 
ifany other, but the King, had been the author 
of it. 

Madame de Pompadour had given tlie^ 
King a taste for liberality, and it became ha- 
bitual to him. It is no extraordinary thing to 
see. persons la%nsh from habit ; and the custom 
of profusion is necessary towards persons of 
low birth, because all the merit of what has 
before been given, is totally lost on them, if 
one present is not followed up by. another, 
and if the last is not a pledge of the one that 
is to follow. 


^ The point here is on the word Poisson, fisli j and to 
thorongldy understand the joke, it is necessary to slate that none 
but large fish are dres.'jcd in France, in what the cooks call /ru 
bleu^y which is neither more nor less than pickling them, and 
serving them up cold j a mode %vhich is never practised to small 
fiifh. 
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^Vli(;n tlio CMtrcino cfisproportion of hts 
prodignliltrs, iiiul tlic olyect they \^c^c la- 
\isliiMl upon, arc conMclcrcd, «e arc more 
templed to Kct them down to the cak ness of 
lo^c, than to gi\c them credit as being the 
marks of a ro}al sirtne; of Ubcritdt^. She'^ 
had tlie most arbitrar3' command o\cr the 
King’s purse, and she had no rnerc^’onits con- 
tents; exrlns'ncof thcmimenscsums she dniin- 
edfrom it, todefnty the expciiccs of that stile 
of life she had plunged him in, she dreu’ from 
it still larger sums for her own private iiso. 
Tliis money, added to what she procured by 
the talc of her protection, and her interest in 
the distrihution of oflices ami eniplov’nients, 
and n thousand other modes, which tlie sove- 
reign had plated in herliands, w nsincnlcnlublo; 
o part of it, die placorl in the principal Jlnnks 
of Knrope, the remainder, was more apparent 
and more' rtafYdy guessed at, *it w asla'id out 
in buildings, and in the purchase of didlrent 
estates, and magnificent seats. 

M Paris djchoughtapaJaeenear fofl»o 
nmilleries, called the Hotel d’JCrretjx, and 

Ko 
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not thinking it good enough for her accoinmd' 
dation, she pulled it down, to build up ano- 
ther. in its place. It was a grievous offence to 
the Parisians to see the Palace of a Prince, be- 
come the property of . a King's Mistress, . and 
that Mistress sprung from the drugs of the 
people ! 

When the board- was taken down. On 
which was inscribed the former name of the 
Hotel, toputiip that of Pompadour ; the walls 
of the palace were covered with epigrams, the 
severest sonnets, , and the most , bitter satires, 
which sufficiently proved the sentiments of the 
nation ; and a circumstance occurred, that - 
encreased the rage of the people, to such a de- 
gree, that, they proceeded to, acts of open vio-, - 
lence, , , ... , . 

The Cours, is a spot, where the nobility, 
and persons of distinction are in the habits of 
taking the air, in their carriages., To enlarge the 
gardens of the hotel, a large piece of this beau- 
tiful drive was taken in and enclosed ; which 
appeared a robbery to th.e public. It was hov/- 



t\tr aiitljori?c<J bjr ibe King^s consent and ap- 
jitobntion; notwitlistandfng nliirli, thepopn* 
lace n‘»scmblcd. and fell upon tbc %^orlitnen 
itlio were busied in building the wall, that was 
to enclose timt part ot the public ^\all;; and 
tbc guards were obligetl to be called out to pro- 
tect them froinfurlhcractsof riolcnco. 

Tlic palace slio bad at Vcrjuilles, was 
magnificent; altliougb sbe bad not purchased 
it for her onn use, having npartmebts in tho 
Chalcaii, she had no need of it. It n as solely 
for the accommodation of her numerous suite; 
and in addition to it, the King ga>c her for 
her life the Uo^al Castle of Crdcy* 

This was certaiidy agrc-al indecency » and 
t’\cry bne munnured at seeing the properlv of 
the crown thus disjxKwl of, but that was not 
all; Maitamc dc I*Omj>adour one d.ir express* 
ed n wish for a country bouse; and ibo King 
immediately ga\c orders for building that 
magnificent one, which is on tbc road to 
Wrsaillrs, nt^ar to Sen*, and to Meudon, and 
which wa> called lltlle Vue, on account of 
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the charming prospect, and the delightful envi-, 
rons. And, in fact, it was the uncommon beauty 
of the situation, that first created a wish in 
the favorite to become its possessor. To form 
gardens suitable to such a mansion, many 
Qwneis of houses in the neighbourhood were 
obliged,in a mostarbitrary and tyrannical man-, 
ner, to give up their property, at half its value, 
or at the price which Government chose to pay 
for it ; this grievous oppression necessarily com- 
pleted the hatred of the people, who saw, witli 
regret and indignation, the immense sums 
lavished on the favorite. 

It required infinite shill to combat the 
almost insuperable difficulties, of continually 
drawing on her loyer, without discovering a 
mercenary soul, actuated by the most' sordid 
self interest ; but the superior genius of I\Iar 
dame de Pompadour, was ffdiy equal to the 
task, VfitU the most in.sinuating manners, 
and. a mind capable of reconciling itself to 
, any thing, wit li abilities framed to insure suc- 
cess either on tlje stage, or at court : she 
equal to any character she oJio.se to' assume. 



Infinitely more fiiflicuU would it linvc been to 
bau) d!Wo\trcd» that all in her nas a^tsumed ; 
all artifice; nothing natural; without appear- 
ing to exact any thing,/ she grasped ocry 
thing ; and nc^cr did self-interest better conceal 
itself under the mask of disinterestedness; but 
if she did not lo\c the King, or if she did 
Tenlly la\c him asmnchasslie pretended, yet 
surely there Mas a baseness of mind, not x cry 
cotnonant with a sincere ufiection, in tlius per- 
petnnlh dniini ng a beloted object ; and taking 
adrat>!nge ol his weakness, to procure from 
him those things nhich were as prcjudical to 
his glory, asiujurous to his reputation. She 
could not plead ignorance, in excuse, for her 
conduct, as to the motites by u Inch she ivas ac- 
tuated; the loud outcries of the people, which 
necessarily must ha\e come toiler cars, too 
{daitd\ reproached her with the e\ Us she was the 
caiiH'of, to suppose her not to have known 
them ; but her heart ^^as like her love, insensi- 
ble and incapable of feeling ; bad she ever 
knoun tlie influence of that charming |>nssion, 
^ls^onld hateprcTcnttd the completion of her 
|‘n'jrct*^ind left her no room forarlifiecc; but 
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in a Court where envy was capable of exci- 
ting enmity the more deadly in proportion as 
personal merit gave more cause for its venom. 
But, in this instance, envy was unnecessary, 
for there were motives of hatred far better 
founded. Let us say nothing of the scandal 
such a connexion gave birth to, though it 
could not be more glaring iri a court accus- 
tomed, for a length of time, to these sort of 
circumstances. But was it 1o be borne, with- 
out indignation, that a family, as ignoble as 
it was unknown, should take precedence of 
the first nobility of the kingdom, and be 
loaded with numberless gifts and advantages? 
All France murmured ; and those of the 
King’s friends who were the most faithfully 
and firmly attached to him, were the first to 
shew' their discontent : even the very Cour- 
tiers, that despicable set of bciings, who, at 
Versailles, have not a thought they can call 
their own (for slaves to the master who go- 
verns them, they dare not think differently 
from him) the very Courtiers, I say, al- 
though their pride is so nearly allied to base- 
ness, thought themselves ofiencled by being 
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obliged to prostrate themselves nl the feet of 
nn idol, whom the)* thought beneath them ; 
and trietl to roenge themsches, by seeking 
every opportunity of shening their hatrad 
ami contempt to her and her family; in u 
word, the indignation of the public was ge- 
neral, and INladamc de Pompadour n arrow !)• 
escaped falling a victim to it. The circum- 
stance which seemed to threaten her ruin, and 
which made n great noise at the time, is too 
Tcrnarhalde and too worthy of notice to be 
passed o\er in silence. The following arc a 
few* of the particulars : — 

There was a certain Madame Sau\t^, the 
wife of a Clerk, in the ofiice of M. d*Argcn- 
son, Sccretart of State for the War Depart- 
ment, who was in the wr\icc of ^ladaine 
Tallanl, go\t*riu‘ssto the Duke of Burgundy, 
eld(Kt son of his Royal Highness the Dauphin, 
and who, nl that lime, was an infant. One 
day ilial pertnisMon was gii.en to the public 
to K'c the child, and that they were flocking 
m crowds fur that purpo«c, she had absented 
htrwlf, and the infant was placed in an 
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open cradle, surrounded by an iron grating, 
to protect him' from the inconvenience, or the 
danger which the too great eagerness of the 
crowd might occasion. 

/ ^ 

When eveiy one was gone, Madame 
Sam e went to the cradle, and taking np the 
Prince, she screamed out at seeing a sealed 

I ' » 

pacquet, which, she said, she found lying there. 
This pacquet was directed to the King, and 
given to him by Madame Tallard, to whom, 
Madame Sauve had given it the moment she 
had found it. It was opened ; and, exclusive 
of some verses, and some grains of wheat, al- 
luding to the great scarcity that then pre- 
vailed ; a . letter was found, filled with the 
bitterest complaints against the King ; against 
his Government ; and more particularly re- 
proaching him for his scandalous mode of life 
with Madame de Pompadour ; he was threa- 
tened with a neW' Ravaillac, if he. did not 
change his conduct, and pay more attention 
to the welfare of his people. 

' Although this circumstance made the 
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King Tcr}' angry, yet he ^ms less enraged at the 
coiilrntsoflhc letter, than nt the modein uhich 
it readied him. ATadame dc Pompadour was 
nwareof the deadly hatred w hi did* A rgenson en- 
tertained for her ; he had been imprudent c- 
nough,or candid enough to speak openly against 
her; and, iiotn ithstanding his interest, it was 
only by a species of, miracle that he preserved 
'htsoflicc, and the good graces of his master. 

Suspicion fell strongly on him, ,ns tliQ 
nnthor of this letter, and slic did not fail 
to hint her suspicions to the King, to whom 
she flUo recounted circumstances that seem- 
ed to giic n eight to her suspicions. The 
enmity of M, d’Argenson ssas open , and 
dcclarctl; Madame -Saini^ xins not only tho 
nifeof oneof his clerk*!, but more than that* 
nns ftusjwcted of being his omi mistress. In a 
noni, she sncceciled in making her represen- 
tation plausible and so probable, that tho 
King ttctunlly belierosl he had nnrasellcd the 
nu^trry; andcicnsrcnt so far, as to give to 
hK Minuter, d*Argrnson, the most expressire 
marks of his duplcasure. Hut in thus ruin* 
ing this rainuter’s cretlit, *>hc had nearly 



64 


ruined herself ; for the Queen and the Minis- 
ters, and almost the whole Courtj took part 
against her; 

• It was an universal sentiment that thfe 
whole affair was only a malicious contrivance 
of her own; and that she herself, through the 
medium of her confidential agents, was the 

author of it, to ruin an innocent w'oman, 

/ 

who had but one fault, w hich w as, not think- 
ing better of her than She deserved. These 
reports, as unanimous as they were loudj 
shook the firmness of the King, spite of his 
extreme partiality for her. Madame Sauve, 
who found this pacquet, or who said she had 
found it, was minutely and severely, exa- 
mined ; and her answ'^ers only served to make 
the business more complicated and more in- 
explicable. 

When she was.as^ked, “ how it was possi- 
ble that a pacquet could be put into a cradlej 
enclosed by gratings, and by the side of which 
she was sitting, without her remarking the 
person who put it in/^ She answeredj “ that 
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Jit the moment ^^hen she believed the pafcqUet 
to lia\e been put into the cradle, she felt her 
band squeezed, but tint she had looked on it 
as done by someone in the croud, endeaiour- 
ing to get as near the cradle as possible, and 
ulio hid hold of the first thing in lus uay tO 
preient being thronn doun, on losing hi^ 
footing,’* and she also added, that e'ven if 
she had had reason to fear any thing extraor- 
dinary , the thing u as so sudden^and the crotvd 
so greatj it uould hate been impossible fot 
her to hate remarked tlie person who did it.“ 
She ttas then told, that a circumstance so sin^ 
gular as that of feeling her hand squeezed, 
could not but agitate her gieatly ; and that if 
she had not presence of mind enough to* fix oh 
the person tt ho did it, yet, at least, she ought 
to lintc called out for the ccntinU that tta** 
present, which she had neglected to do 
’Kotuithstanding those oliseiaations, she would 
have been ab«>bcd, had not her conduct con- 
firmed the suspicions uhich ucie entertained 
of her On the icry cicning of the day in 
which this passed, sht said, to her servant, as 
»hc uas going to bed, “ that the person trho 

r 
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had slipped the pacc|uet into the, .cradle, 
^vould never be satishcd till she had been tlie 
cause of her death ; because, otherwise,; she 
would live in the continual dread of, sooner or 
later, being discovered and arrested, but that 
she %vould save her all further uneasiness on 
that score, and would spare herself the an- 
guish of mind which distressed her, bj put- 
ting an end to herself/* The servant made 
use of all her eloquence to dissuade her from: 
so dreadful a resolution, and Madame Sauve 
seemed to yield to . her reasoning ; but no 
soorier had she quitted the room, than she 
swallowed poison ; her screams, occasioned 
by the agony she sutFered, brought tlie; ser- 
vant to her room, who seeing vvliat her mis- >. 
tress had done, alarmed the family? Re-; 
course was immediately had to medical aid.:- 
the antidote that was administered to .her, 
would have counteracted the elFects.of '^a poi- ) 
son much stronger /han that , which , she had - 
swallowed; and of course her life, was ^sayed'.; 
but her conduct was, so outr6, , and there, was., 
something, so affected, and so assumed; in her,, 
behaviour upon the occasion, /hat it .gave ad- . 
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ditional xieight^ fo ilie suspicions already en- 
tertained of her ^ Mas ai rested and car- 
ried to the Castile, from m hence she ne\er 
came out. exdininafion she undenvent 

m this prison— M hat tortures she suffered — 

or Mhat ^coiifession^ Mas draMn from her — or 
t ^ J 

M lather she Mas,orMas not, put to death there, 
never m.is knoMn,^^one thing, hoM^ever, is 
certain, that from that moment, she Mas no 
more heard of 

J 

Her husband macfc liis escape ns soon as 
ever he heard o^f lier licing arrested, but 
having^complet^l} exculpate^d himself, he Mas 
not long ^before be returned ^ ^ 

It IS to be presumed ^flnt INf d’Argenson 
Mas cntirelj innocint, since the storm that 
threatened him Mas so soon o\er, and th tt ho^ 
rcg*iined the same interest Mith the King as 
btForc It vrould, pcrliaps, be carrying sus- 
picion too fir to attribute tius business to 
hi idame dc Pompadour, but if slit realh Mas 
guilt^> of It, thelsupprcssion of Sauit’s exa- 
mination, and the increase of fa\or she cn- 

ra 
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tovcO. onU' attributed to tlie-ascen- 

V V 

dcnftv she had acquired over llio mind of the 
% 

King^ — an aKceiulcncy, that rendered liim inca- 
paido either of punishing, or of quitting her; 
hon'ever, an action of such weakness, and at 
the same time of such iniquity, is so incredi- 
ilc, that there is no resisting the wish of be- 
lieving her to have been innocent of it. 

This storm, which threatened her ruin, 
onl y served to fix her power more strongly ; for 
it ivas no sooner past, than the King became 
more attached to her than ever ; and the 
whole Court soon felt, the power of her in- 
fluence in every thing that was done there ; 
nor was- any transgression so severely punish- 
ed, as the slightest mark of disrespect shewn 
to the person vsdibm the King seemed to take 
a pleasure in loading wath honours. , , 

She had therefore every reason fortriumpb, 
and to congratulate herself on having chosen 
the only and surest way to captivate the Mo- 
narch, and to ensure her conquest : It* is 
to be wished, for the happiness of mankind, 
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that her secret 'nas^more generally known, 

and her example more generally follows ed> 

hut not abused ; however great nould be the 

dangers to which man would be exposed in 

that case, yet women would be the gainers, 

and their jdans would e\er be crowned with 

the most bnlliaHt success^ 

) ’ 

This secret simply consisted in studying 
the King*s disposition, and m making a point 
of conforming to it by obliging him in every 
thing, and hence it was, that her society was 
preferred by him to the most brilljant paitics 
of pleasure. It is neither great beauty, nor 
superior undert>tanding that can produce 
this etfect ; ^ but it is that w elUtimed and 
kind compliance, which sacrifices personal 
opinion or gratification, particularly in tri/Ics, 
in lilllo wliirns and caprices to promote the 
linppincss or pleasure of another : hut how 
much more irresistible, and how much more 
absolute, will be the sway of a woman acting 
in thisMuanucr. than that of one guided 
b^ sblf.wiUcd perversity, and self^opiniated* 
obstinacy. 
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Ever faithful t(J this m^ixim, Ma^. 
dame de' Pompadour experienced the hap.- 
piest proofs of its truth . and solidity : for 
scarcely had she ^>assed a, few years with 
the King,, ^as his Mistress, before she was 
incapacitated from, what is generally, thought 
the essential ' part of a - Mistress a weakness, 
incident to her sex, came on her so violently, 
that to avoid its consequences, which 
threatened her life, the King was obliged, 
by the ; advice of her physicians^ to dis- 
continue visiting her ; and, however pain- 
ful the constraint and self-denial, . he im- 
posed on himself, yet desire; gave ivay to 
the idea of his Mistress’s malady, and to 
the dread of being implicated in its ef- 
-.fects. " ’ , .V ' , ■ 

What a triumph for Madame .de Pompa- 
dour; in the very critical situation in which 
she stood! she had the gratification to find 
that her interest with the King, was founded 
on surergrounds, than on the transitory charms 
of her person. It was then she found how for- 
tunate she had been, in binding her f over by 
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m ninny various chains 6f attachment; for 
e\en in breaking that which appeared the 
strongest, he still remained, as much as ever, 
her slaic. All the courtiers, and even sho 
herself was astonished to see that iier empire, 
o\cr the King's heait, remained unbounded 
as ever, undercircumstances winch it was na* 
tural to suppose would have excited indifference, 
if not disgust,' There were, however, inany 
reasons that concurred to preserve her influ- 
ence over him. His ruling passion for thoso 
amusements, w ith w hich she alone knew’ so 
well how’ to entertain him; the every-day ha- 
bits of Princes, whose favor is shewn by pre- 
sents, and those presents rendering the fa\ orito 
more dear, by which increase of favor, more 
presents arc engendered. Custom, a certain 
spirit of contradiction, which delights in dis- 
appointing the conclusions of others ; the sin- 
gularity of a thing; and perhaps above all, 
that false pride, so provaltiit in the human 
heart, which persists inorror, because it dreads 
by desisting from it, to confess its folly ; these 
V caknesses sen ed so well as explanations of 
this moral paradox, that his continued attach-** 
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went to her, was no longer "wondered at ; and 
the King; so far from IiaTing anj intention of 
breaking her chains, seemed .more, than ever 
her wiiiing slave, . • - - 

Monsieur de Maurepas, was one of the 
first who was deceived by appearances ; and 
was one of the first, victims of his false con- 
clusions. Exclusive of being Prime Minister, 
he had also the honour of being one of those 
CQUiiiers, who shared the Kirig*s intimacy, as. 
well as favor ; he had been, as it were, brought, 
up with him, and scarcely was he of age, be-, 
fore he was appointed to a situation in the Go- 
vernment. . On a gala day, at Court, Madame 
de Pompadour presented to the King a nosegay ~ 
of white roses, which was mentioned, with 
other anecdotes of the day, to Monsieur de 
Maurepas, whilst dressing ; who immediately 
remarked, with a laugh. “ That he always had 
thought that sooner or later, Madame de Pom- 
padour would make the King a present of .white 
•flowers.*’^' 

• The Translator refers the reader to the original French, 

** un present de flours blanches," as reasons funnecessary to 
mention) render the significant translation of it, snfit for 
^heste car of English Beadm, 
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This allusion was eagerly caught up hr 
general persons 'uho neie presentj and it* was 
the general topic of the ^hole Court. At 
length, appeared a poem on it, ^^hlch 'uas at- 
trihnted to Monsieur de Maurepas". 

^ r I 

i ' No insult could have been SO cutting, or 
so V, ounding to Madame do Pompadour ; whose 
anger exceeded n\\ bounds, and the King w as 
also extremely displeased* from that moment, 
Monsieur de Maprepas lost both his place and 
the royal favor, and apparently without hopes 
of ever regaining them; for there was no trait 
in the ^King’s 'disposition more prominent, 
than that of never again taking into favor, 
an} one whom he had cither punished or dis- 
carded. The example of deChauvehn, may 
fcrvc as an instance of tins unbending and in- 
de\iblc turn of mind; for this minister, a 
man of great abilities, and high in the King's 
esteem, was disgraced througli complaisance to 
the Cardinal dc rieury,and although the sequel 
of the business, proved be was in no wise to 
blame, or had done any thing that merited cen- 
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sure, yet never could he succeed either in being 
employed, dr taken notice of again. 

The dismissal of Monsieur de Maurepas, 
was an affair too serious, and of too much 
magnitude, not to render it necessary to as- 
sign some plausible reason for the cause of it. 
It was impossible to assign the real one; there- 
fore some ill-management; and some neglect of 
his official duties in the Marine Departrnent, 
was held out as the ostensible pretext, for 
dismissing him from his situation, as Minister 
and' Secretary of State. The people who 
would not believe there was any truth in the 
accusation, only became more dissatisfied, at 
finding that such forcible reasons had not before 
done, what was reserved for the animosity of 
the Pompadour to effect ; but at Court, one is 
far more exposed to be the victim of one^s vir- 
tues, than one’s crimes; to hate Madame de 
Pompadour, was reckoned a virtue. 

Maurepas w^as not the only one,who served 
as an example, to sheiv how dangerous it was 
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to incur her displeasure. Monsieur de iv.es- 
seguicr, a Knight of Malta,, and an Officer in 
the King's Guaids, uas still more unlucKj ; 
he made a quatrain* against Jier, in vvhich^the 
King's weakness, in filing so attaclifid to herj 
-nas so ^c^cTcly hantlletl, that ^it gii^ht after^ 
nards have be^n said, with some degree of rea- 
son, that he was punished for lla^il1gl spoken 
sodisrespeclfidlj' oi Jlhe jKing, if at time 
the King had not made a merit to Jliis mistress, 
that he had only revenged her personal quar- 
rel. TJiis qitatiain went to prpve, that a King 
who debased himself by selecting fioni the 
dregs of^ society, the mpst jinfamous woman 
in the world, to honour^ier wit)i his affection, 
could have no other^ than Ujmiud susceptible 
of every baseness. 

The Chevalier de.Jlesscguicr, vvas imme- 
diately suspected as the author; aodon that 
suspicion, at a lime when he was from liome'', 
an armed force was sent tp bis house, his pajiers 
were searched, and what was looked for was 


* AiUnia of feur lines. 
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was very jealotii of him f ^ cdiip-d'*mU a look 
of more ^attehtion' thatf at ahy'°bhe 

who seehaed' to please' hiiii; all' rendered her 
miserable, and thoughj she'did every thing in 
her power to hide Her mortificatioflV ye^ still 
her uneasiness was plainly percepfible’.' 

■ : When Madame de Bfio'hne came to Gourt, 

for the first time, it was generally believed she 
had an idea of- captivating the Ring,' who never 
took his eyes from: this' yonng and 'interesting 
beauty; : One high t at supper, looking at this ' 
lovely obj ect,' he exclaimed' with rapture, in the 
presence of Madame de'Poihpadotir,- ^ that he- 
never before 'had seen' so chaiming' a'w^'pniartv^’ 
a declaration that caused the favorite the' rhosk 
excruciating uneasiness;-"' ' . ' ‘ 

/ , To prevent, hs speedrly as pOs&ibie, the evil 
consequences that might ^eristre, she took ■ cai e' 
to insinuate to Prince Charles of Lorraine, (not 
the -Brother of the- Emperor) ' that the virtue of 
his Nephew'S wife -'was in the"^ greatest danger. 
Tlie prince,' who W'as veiy nice where liishohoiir 
was concerned^ had not-a mbmenls tranquillity ‘ 
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till be bad persuaded his nephew,* 

Brionnc to insist on his wife's ‘instantly ab-. 
scntln^ herself from Court. ^ . ’ . ' ' « '/ 

Madame. de Pompadour, has been repre- 
sented in the course of this history', as occu-j 
pied in filling her coffers with all *the. avidity* 
naturally ‘ Characteristic t>f..that ''prdfes^on,* 
from which the Kin^Uiad selected dier, '* She» 
bad been the wfeof a financier.'-* ‘She would* 
have thought her > iews only 'partially grati-» 
fied, had she been satisfied with the certainty 
of being beloved: ,she could, not help betray- 
ing the lowness of herorigirij by thatihaugh-* 
tiness and vnmtyAvliichiarc 'its* most celrtaiii^ 
characteristics. ’ She' had too *much ' sense • to 
be ignorant of riicr defects, but not enough ‘to 
pcrcci\c, that ‘the title of Mistress to the King 
rendered them still more glaring,' ;afid exposed 
them more to observation. * She did not con- * 
sider that in taking such pains" ^to attain' a* 
point of eloation, which she'^considcred ns‘ 
abo\c contempt,* «he nds Only making herself 
more remarkable to obser^atiohr either these 
‘ reflections were too deep for her understand- 
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ing, or wliat is, perhaps, more consistent with 
reason, she was led awaj-bj the natural' 
meanness of her passions. - 

It would be an endless undertaking to, 
relate the. proofs she gave of that pride, whicii 
on so marij occasions made her the laughing 
stock of the Court, and in particular of those ^ 
courtiers who shewed .'the greatest complai- 
sance in _ humouring it: a few examples will 
bear testimony of this. 

Nothing is more calculated to give an" 
idea of the exalted opinion she had of herself, 
than the cereinohial she had established in her 
own favor, _ in the room where she received her* 
visits, when she w’os at her toilet ; in which 
she never would suffer more than one arm 
chair to be placed,' It was. sort of favor 
that she permitted even the King to have a 
chair brought him, when he came to see her; 
and as to the Princes' of the Blood, the Car- 
dinals, and some others of the. very first dis- 
tinction, as she did not dare to be seated be- 
tore them, without offering them a chair, be- 
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fcftu<;c she thought she could do it ulth 'Itn^ 
puntty, she received them standings and ne\er 
sat down till they went away* 

. " i < *» ' 

I Thb ^larquis de Souvre being one day at 
her toilet, and not finding any chair to sit 
down on, seated himself on one of the arms of 
her chair, and continued’' conversing with her 
as before. Madame dc Pompadour, exasper** 
ated beyond measure nt this familiar way of 
proceeding, went and complained to the 
King, of the insult she Jiad received from 
M.dc Souvre. 

" ’ > 

Tlic Kiiig took the very first opiioV* 
lunity 'of "mentioning’ the rfiatter to' the 
Maiquis; who said,*'** Sire, 1 was' cursedly 
tired, and not know iiig'wlierc to sit down, 'I 
took the first thing that came in my way:** 
ihh €a\a}ier ansucr made the King Jat/gh, 
and as he had the good-luck to be a sort of 
favorite, the biisiness'cnded there; but if that 
had not been the tase, he wouhPha^c found) 
to his cost, that it was fomewhat dangerous to 
seat himself on the arm of Madanic'de Pom- 



82 


padour’s chair. A similar anecdote happened 
to the Prince of Beaufremont. 

Wishing to assume the character of a 
Great Princess, and to have a gentleman in 
her, service, she made choice of a young man 
of one of the best, and most ancient families 
of the Province of Guienne, of the name of 
d’Inville, and every one was at a loss to deter» 
mine which was the most disgusting, the va- 
nity of the Mistress, or the baseness of the 
young gentleman. 

She had a Maitre d’Hotel, .of the name 
of Collin, but she did not think him worthy 
of the honor of waiting on her, till he was 
decorated with the ribbon of an order. Few 
Princesses would have thought of such a 
thing, but she was of another stamp from 
those to whom the privileges of high birth give 
the most eminent qualities. Slie not only con- 
ceived the idea, but, through her influence 
with the King, she actually carried it into 
execution ; and Collin was created Principal 
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Accountant to the Royal and Militory Otdcc 
of St4 Louis. ^ ' •( > » 

, This Order was instituted in favor of 
Uiosc Oflicers Tvho had distinguislied them- 
sches by tiieir valour, citlier by sea or landj 
as %\cn as by tlicir length of service. Collin)^ 
who was a mere sennnt, and' nothing niore» 
had, of course, no pretensions to be included 
in it, or that could make liim eligible. It is 
true that this cliaiigc did not make him a 
Knight of St. Louis, but it produced nearly 
the samccflect; as it ga^e him tlie right of 
, wearing the cross, and the other insignia of 
the Order. Thus Madame the Marchioness of 
Pompadour, in whose eyes appearances were 
equal to reality, li.ul the pleasure of seeing* 
behind her chair, the resemblance of a Knight 
of St. Louis, uith his cross at his buttondiole, 
and a napkin under his arm : if she had in* 
tended to turn tlic Order into ridicule, she 
could not ha\c taken a more eficctual me- 
thod. 

Gd 
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In the same manner, to bring into dis- 
credit the India Cloth, which the English 
sold to us to injure our manufactures, our 
Government ordered, in the time of Louis 
the XlVth. that the Esecutioner should be 
obliged to be dressed in it, every time he 
had occasion to hang any one. 



CHAPTER 1 


Jnsialhtiojt of Madame de Pompaaour to me 
' honors of the Tahoxiret. Anecdotes relative 
to the Dauphin and Madame de Pompadour. 
The King punishes the Dauphin to please 
her. Ariccdotcs relative to the King, the 
Qt/cc7i, and to Madame de Pompadour ; 
she ic'ishcs to he appointed Dame Alt Palais 
to' the Queen. ' i f ^ 


IIEH vanit)' cncreasing with . her .influence, 
nothing would satisfy her short of the ho- 
nours of the Louvre; these honours ‘ consist 
principally in the privilege of permission to 
he seated on a stool in the presence of the 
Queen, and in being presented to her, and 
rccei\ing a kiss from her ; in this consists the 
ceremony of Installation. 

It was the height of indiscretion, in 5Ia- 
damc de Pompadour, to make such a request'; 
as she could not be ignorant that slie^svas un- 
G 3 
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qualified for it by birfh ; cxclusire of which, 
the sentiments of the Queen towards her 
must, of course, be of such a nature as to 
ensure her a very bad rece])tion ; nevertheless 
such was the complaisance of this virtuous 
Princess, that she could not prevail on herself 
to oppose the wishes of the King, every thing 
therefore yielded to the orders and superior 
ihfluence of the candidate, and every obsta- 
cle, even the very etiquette of the Court, 
wliich granted that privilege only to Du- 
chesses, was got over ; for, in reply to the va- 
rious objections that were niade against her, 
she said, that her rank as Mistress to the King, 
was the basis of her pretensions, and she 
quoted the example of Madame de Monte- 
Bpan, who had obtained a grant of lire same 
honors from Louis the XIVth, She maintained 
that there waB nothing criminal in her con- 
nexion with the KiiJg, that it was a iiiatteir 
of mere Platonic affeciioti, a connexion found- 
ed solely on sentiment and reason, and rio 
one was to be jfound sincere enough to say 

' s 

that her continence was too involuntary, t6 
tell much "in her favor, 



^ She \\ns not, however, equally satisfied 
with the result, for in tlio midst of her 
triumph, she met with some of those morti- 
fications u hich it is the delight of courtiers 
to contrive. She was presented to the Dau- 
phin, nho, according to she etiquette of the 
ceremony, was to honor her n ith a kiss ; in- 
stead of whicli the Dauphin, who detested 
her, on, her presenting her cheek forjiim to 
kiss, liirust his tongue out'of his mouth, and 
gave other more expressive marks of the con- 
tempt he felt for her. 

Madame do Pompadour could not have 
seen the act ; but, as it .was not long before 
she was told of it, she went instantly, in a 
transport of rage, to the King, and told him 
the whole of the circumstance: she related 
to him the ignominious manner in which she 
had been received, and, of course, represented 
it in the most flagrant point of view, and 
under the blackest colours that passion could 
suggest : she finished, by declaring that she 
tvas rcsohcd'to quit the Court altogether, 



8f)r>nrr than hersolT (*xposoci to insults of 
that kind. 

'Fijc Kinq:, (‘Xtrcmoly cxaspcratorl at the 
conduct of the Dauphin. Ilioughl that sucli a 
mark of disresjnict to Madame de Foinpa- 
donr, was a mark of disre.spccl to him. lie 
took up the (juarrel, and the next day, when 
the Dauphin was about to pay his respects to 
him, lie sent him order.s to go instantlj’^ to his 
Castle of Meudon. The Queen, the IVIinis- 
ters, and almost the whole Court, interceded 
for him ; but the King remained inflexible, 
he would not even liear of a reconciliation, 
but on the express condition that the Dau-, 
plan should go in person to Madame de Pom- 
padour, and publicly deny what was alledged 
against him. The Dauphin submitted, and 
declared in presence of several jicrsons, that 
what had been, told to her was false, and! 
that he had never done the act which wps jm-. 
puted to him. 

Madame de Pompadour veceived’tliis de-? 
^laration in the stile of a Sovereign Princess, 
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and replied uith cqiinl trutli, ill at she ne\cr 
had gi\en an}' ^credit to \i hat had been told 
licr on tins subject/* Aladame de Pompadour, 
carried her complaisance to the length of en- 
gra\iiig herself the likeness of the Dauphin ; 
and thus finished this farcical scene. 

' » ’ ! I 

The JDaupliiii'v^ as blamed for having de- 
graded himself by so humiliating a step ; but 
those ^vho blamed him, did not perhaps, reflect 
on the double duties which he owed to the King 
in his qualities of son, and of subject. H hat- 
c\ cr blame ma} be attached to this punishment 
there certainly is less to be imputed to him, 
who submitted toil, than to him by whose 
orders it was inflicted, ’ 

Mad.imcde Pompadour hasing thus suc- 
ceeded in obtaining the honours of the Loiure, 
was ne\ ertheless not yet satisfied. ‘Intovicaled 
by her success, she became still more enter- 
prizing, site thought her,’ influence might 
adinnee her still higher, and she took it 
into her head to be appointed Lad} of Ho- 
nour to the Queen; a situation only conferred 
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on ladies of the highest birth, rank, and dig- 
nity. The Queen had made no opposition to 
her obtaining the honours of the Louvre, but 
she %vould hare appeared void of sensibility^ if 
she had seen, with inditference, a person who 
was so very disagreeable to her, forced upon 
her as a part of her establishment; nevertheless, 
she confined herself to making such remon- 
strances, as were correspondent to her extreme, 
condescension to the wishes of the King; re- 
monstrances which she thought sufficient to 
mark her dislike, although they were over- 
ruled by the absolute will of the King. 

^Yithout mentioning any of the other 
reasons that she had, and certainly they were 
unanswerable, and by how much the more un- 
answerable, by so much the more probable to 
displease the Monarch, she contented herself 
by representing with mild firmness, “ that it 
would be too great a want of delicacy in her, 
to appoint to such an office, a person who 
lived in such a scandalous state of separation 
from her husband, that she did not even dare 
approach ihe altar to receive the Comintinion, ' 
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-Thnt, as for lictKclf, she had nothing to say ns 
to the innocence tjf her' conhcction, or her 

commerce 'iritU the King ; hut aliening that 

t6 be tlic case, it by no means healed the breach 
^in Madame de Pompadonr^s^reputation, biticc, 
although she n as a married n’oman, she lived 
as if she nas not, in open violation of every, 
duty of a married noman, whose proper place 
certainly was in her husband's house:** she 
'added, “ that his Majesty had the power of 
giving what orders he pleased ; that she should 
" always hold it her duty to obey ' them ; but 
that she hoped, he himself had too much re- 
spect for the Royal Tamily, to offer them an 
insult of such a nature. That the place in 
Question, was one that required to be filled 
by a person of the most Unblemished honour 
and delicacy, and by no means lit 'for an ex- 
communicated individual, who could not even 
presume to offer herself as a partaker of the 
general blessing of the Easter Sacrament.*' 

Tlte King who, On Onfe hand, was extremely 
fevtrse to disobliging the Queen f and to act 
in diioct opposition to established fuUs; 



on the other, could not bring himself to re- 
fuse any thing to Madame de Pompadour, .was 
plunged into the most cruel perplexity on 
what step to resolve ; the more so, as the ob- 
jection raised by the Queen, the force and the 
reason of which he could not but be sensible, 

. appeared unanswerable. 

The Queen persisted in this objection, as 
it was the only one that admitted of no miscon- 
struction ; for it was impossible that all the 
efforts of the most decided malice could give 
it a colour of offence. Madame de Pompa- 
dour herself, in spite of the fertility of her 
genius, gave up all hopes of getting over this 
obstacle which seemed insurmountable. What' 
was to be done ? In fact whilst she continued 
to live in a dissolute state of separation from 
her husband, she could not, for two most co- 
gent reasons, approach the altar to partake 
of the Easter Sacrament. The fear of being 
refused in a manner wounding to her feelings, 
or the mortification of hearing every one ex- 
claim at the profanation of the saci'ed rites; 
?ind'such .y profanation too, the most revolting. 
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and the most unpardonable of all others, a 
profanation inspired by pride, and executed 
by irreJigion. A daring attempt of this kind 
nliiclithe Duke of O r leans, ^nheii Regent, had 
aimed at clTecting, failed of success. All. her 
projects thus appearing liojjeless, what was to 
be done? Should she return to her husband, to 
a man ’ of no importance ? even if she did, 
that step would not benefit .her ; the mere wife 
of Monsieur d'Etioles, could never aspire to 
the dignity of being a Lady of Honour;. 

■ < .. r, ! > . , ' 

' The mortification she felt, at missing her 
aim, which was already known at f'ourt, had 
given her enemies such gratification, and; so 
much pleasure, that it. added extremely to 
her vexation and uneasiness .of -mind. The 
King was much grieved at it, and -the ^Court 
was ina transport of joy at her disappointment, 
but however, dnsnrmoun table the object ap- 
peared which thwarted her, view's, Madame 
dc Pompadour at last found means to, get the 
better of it. She wrote to her husband Mon- 
sieur d Ltiolcs, a letter in the stile of a peni- 
tent Magdalen, in which she assured 



That she had shed many a tear over the in- 
justice she had been guilty of towards him^ 
“ and that she sincerely repented of all the 
“ faults of her life. I acknowledge my error/’ 
‘‘ said she, and I hare every wish to make 
amends for it. The most heinous part of 
“ gwilt has already ceased, and I have now 
“ only to cause the appearances of guilt to 
“ cease also, which I most ardently wish to 
” do ; and I am resolved to wipe away by my 
“ future, whatever has been blamable in my 
“ past conduct. Suffer me, therefore, to return 
“ to you ; receive me again, and you shall see 
“ that my whole aim shall be to edify the 
“ world, by the affectionate manner in which 
" I shall live with you, as much as I before 
“ gave cause for scandal by my separation 
“ from you.” 

Whilst she was writing this letter, the 
Prince de Soubise waited on- Monsieur' d’E- 
tioles, arid made known to him, that in the 
course of a few hours he would receive a let- 
ter fioin Madame de Pompadour ; that on 
the receipt of it he was perfectly at liberty to 



do just as he pleased, that it was by no means 
intended. ^to hias his resolution; on the’ con- 
trary, it was wished that his answer should be 
perfectly unconstrained ; but that he advised 
him, as a friend, not to accept the oflers con- 
tained in the letter; for that if he'> did, he 
would, to a certainty, greatly disoblige the 
King, and that therefore he ought to reflect 
well what conduct he would adopt on the 
occasion. ' * 

To add weight to this' advice, an edict 
of the Kings was presented to iiim, contain- 
ing a very considerable augmentation to his 
share ns a financier in the droits de finance. 
Monsieur d'Etioles, whose violent passion for 
his wife, was now a little calmed by the ef- 
fects of time, and reflection, and who/ res- 
tored to his reason, had changed his love into 
WoTfioeiaT S' £Vio- 
Ics, who also knew, what all the world was 
acquainted with, that the Jicallh of hjs wife 
rendered her ns useless to him as she was id the 
King. Monsieur d'Etioles, lastly, surround- 

by Mistresses, would have been greatly 



ombarrassocl bj taking Jier back, even if less 
bad been said of it, and if bis refusal Jiad 
not been so well paid ; exclusive of which, 
perhaps, he was not altogether soiTy in hav- 
ing so good an occasion of revenging himself 
on the King, in leaving on his hands, at a 
lime when he could say, ^vilh truth, that he 
would not have received her back, the useless 
piece of furniture, of which his Majesty had 
deprived him. ' . 

He merely kept up appearances, with 
regard to v/hat was required of him, so as to 
make a merit of his compliance, and to 
avoid expressing his contempt towards a per- 
son from whom he had every thing to hope, 
and every thing to fear; in a word, the Prince 
de Soubise had every reason to congratulate 
himself on the success of his mission. 

M. d’Etioles received, therefore, as he 
was prepared to do, the letter' of Madame de 
Pompadour, and answered it according to the 
spirit of the instructions given to him.. He 
began by congratulating her on her return to 
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a way of thinking more worthy of lierself ; and 
4hen depicted to her the excess of misery she 
had plunged him into, bj' separating licrscif 
from him; he said, that the grief* inflicted 
on him by that separation, liad left a wound 
too deep to admit of any cure ; that, iievcr- 
thelcss, he was inclined to forget her error, 
and sincerely forgave it ; but, that his resolu- 
tion was decidedly taken, nc\er to live witli 
her again ; as a cohabitation with her, was 
\\ hat she herself could not reasonably expect/' 
This refusal, although couched in the most 
studied, most p6Iiie, and most respectful 
terms, was a decided one, and as positive a« 
could have been desired. 

’Possessed of these documents of justifi- 
cation, a copy of the letter she had W'ritten 
to her husband, and his answer in reply to it; 
(she took care to tell every one, who took any 
interest in her concerns. “ She had sinned, it 
was true; but it was also true she had repent- 
«d of her sin. She could no longer be re- 
proached for not lining with her husband, 

n 



cilice it was not her fault, as she had done all 
in her power to return to him; she had offered 
so to. do, but she had been refused/^ . 

Matters once placed in this point of 
tiew, she soon found not owe Bishop, but 
twenty, ready to give her every indulgence 
on the point in question, and to lead her 
themselves to the altar, to participate in 
the mysteries of religion, by . receiving the 
sacramenti , ; 

The Jesuits, alone, who , well remem-^ 
bered what had passed in the time of Louis 
the XIVth were divided in opinion about it. 

This planned arrangement, in which 
Beligion was evidently made a dupe of, 
it is true, deceived nobody ; but it had the 
desired effect of doing away the principal 
objection which prevented her from being 
included in the suite of the Queen; and 
this Princess accustomed to give up her 
own. wishes, no longer made any opposition 



Iict appointment, but contented herself 
nitli sayings, with ii smile, It is not proper 
for me to allcdge all my reasons, and you 
have taken advantage of my silence, to de- 
prive me of any further pretext/* 

I ‘ 

lEvcry ■\>ell-mcaning‘- person, at Court', 
uas grieved at tins fresh proof of the power 
and boundless ambition of the Marchioness ; 
but it most be acknowledged, that she al- 
ways belnucd herself towards the Queert 
with all the respect, and all the humility, 
and submission, to uhich she was obliged by 
her duty. 

It was impossible for her to act othcr- 
ttisc. She knew’ tlie King's sentiments on 
that head, and was well aware that Ids de- 
licacy would lead him to he ofiended at 
the sliglitest thadow of an insult, in any 
ivay ofTcred to tlie Queen ; and she tvas 
iHjunlly certain, that all his partiality for 
her would tiot save her from his just re- 
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sentment, if the Queen preferred com- 
plaint ?igaingt herv . 

Art here performed the part of nature, 
^he made what was her interest appear me- 
ritorious, and what was really the fruits of 
the King^s virtue, she assumed the credit of, 
as coming from herself. 



CHAPTER V. 


Sou^cti of the haired tome hy Madame di 
Pompadour to the Jesuits, Reasons > which 
induced her to attend her Raster Devotions^ 
and to frequent the Commiinton Tdble, She 
applies to Pere de Sacp, Resentment of 
the Company of Jesus, Hesitations of P,-de 
Sacy, Rage of Madame de Pompadour 
against him and his fraternity. 


PREVIOUS to succeeding in her affair of 
installation into licr situation as lady of the 
palace, Madame de Pompadour had enter- 
tained an idea of entering into a treaty with 
the clergy for an absolution, to enable her to 
perform her Easter Devotions, and to give tO 
the Queen, on this point, every satisfaction 
nhich that Princess could desire; nhen she 
should retjuirc that Madame do Pompadour# 
according to the prcscribctl tliquetto, should 
be oliligwl to fumisb proofs of Iicr being a 
Christian, and of her adherence to tht duties 
of her religion, 

Ira 
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As to obtaining an absolution, that ^as 
no very difficult matter for Madame de Pom- 
padour to effect; for there %vere numerous. 
Priests, in Paris, leady to grant her one, but 
Madame de Pompadour would not be satis- 
lied w'ith the absolution of an obscOre Con- 
fessor, she knew, perfectly well, that both 
the Court and the Capital %voald not have 
failed to say of her, what was said of the 
Regent on a similar occasion, when he re- 
ceived the communion in his parish church, of 
St. Eustatius. She wvas, exclusive of that, 
extremely well informed on the general prin- 
ciples of Christianity, and of those duties 
wdiich religion required of her. She Was apr, 
preheusive that the very da,y th^t she should 
be seen at tlie communion tablej there wmuld 
be a general cry of sacrilege against her ; and 
it is very certain, that if she had permitted 
herself to have shared this solemn ceremony, 
without first having had an absolution from, 
some w^ell-known confessor, a thousand bit- 
ter sarcasms, and a thousand ballads w'ould 
lampooned both the pmiilent, the abso- 
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liition, and the tabouret.* Madame de 
Porapadour, uho saw matters \ cry clearly ou 
this point, tooh it into her head toha\ea 
Confessor in high stile ; to ha^c him entitled 
/ter Confessor, and, like the King, to select 
him from the Jesuits, svhosc evclusi^c, and 
most honorable prerogative it s\as to direct in 
France the conscience of its Kings, or, at alt 
events, to ha^c this right, and this title in 
their quality of Confcs‘;ors, ' ' i 

Madame dc Pompadour ^^as perfectly 
right in her calculations, as to the responsi- 
hilitj attached to an absolution, by treating 
for it vith a Jesuit; by that picans, she 
threw on a celebrated, poucrful, and respects 
able fraternity, all tlic blame resulting from 
on indulgence of that nature. The Prince do 
Souhisc, Mho was her tool, took on hiinscli 
the c!ioicc*of the Jesuit, and the preliminary 
negocialion ; he ga\ c llio preference, for this 
operation to the P. dc Sac}*, and went iq 


* TaKwret i» a imj’l atdol «bifh LaSiet, present ol to tl c 
m berpmnice. 
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person, to biing lilm from the Convent of the 
Kociefy. 

Father <le Sac}', rvas by the mildness of 
■of bis character, and his indulgent principles, 
a personage of great note in the society. He 
was by birth a gentleman, and after haring 
filled several distinguished situations in his 
Society, he was become Procureur General of 
the Missionaries. The Prince de Soubise gjivc 
him to understand that there was but a step 
between tlie office of Confessor to Madame de 
Pompadour, and that of Confessor to thelving^ 
and that his acquiescence with the wishes of 
that Lady, would be the surest way to procure 
the direction of the conscience of Louis the XV. 

i 

Father Vie Saev consented to see Madame 

4 

de Pompadour on the business, and to endea~ 
vour to find some mode of conciliating the' 
respect she evinced for lier religious duties; 
with the exterior customs of that religion. If 
this transaction had been possible, she would 
have dpposed the devout and Jesuitical Court 
bf the .Queens composed bf P. Gi'efiei; of the 
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Cardinal Be Lnjncs, of the Bishop of Vcrduh/ 
and Monsieur de Nicolay, by another Court 
equally del out and Jesuitical, and n ould have 
completely silenced, and put n stop to the con- 
stant insinuations, and Reflections > of the 
Dauphin, aUd tlic icligions part}*, 'uho were 
perpctUilll) holding up id ridicule and con- 
tempt, the libertine and citizen -like manners 
of Madame de Pompadour. But the faction 
ortho Devotees Tcadil} sau through the crafty 
and bold schemes of Madanic^de Pompadour, 
and the Pathtr de Sacy became a subject of 
fresh, and ^rcUt uneasiness to them. 

Pathei' dc Sacy, himself, u as by no means 
ighoraht Of the dangers of his oun Mtuation^ 
he had frequent inters lews s^ith Madame dc 
Pompnrtour, hut inSttad of talking' to her of 
confi*s>ion and nhimltition; doubts; perplexing 
emharnKsmentS; repeated v isitS; ucrc the only 
svcaimns the casuist made use 6f, to defend him- 
silf from the pressing eagerness of IVIadame 
de Pouip'idour T!ic increasing ambition of 
llie favorite, which made her so ardently desire 
a fepetd) absolution) could little brook, or 
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pnnlon llieseflimsr pr(;varicaGons.. It is true 
tliat in tlieso conferences, Father de Sacj’ did 
not absolutely refuse Madame de Pompadour 
what she ref|nircd of him, but then on the 
other hand, he declined giving her any pro- 
mise of complying with her wishes. The un-r 
certainty, whether he would ultimately de- 
cide favorably, or unfavorably, as to her abso- 
lution, irritating, and tormenting the secret 
and natural impatience of Madame de Pom- 
padour, she endeavoured by every possible 
mode in her power, to express, and to shew her 
resentment, at the procrastinations of tlieconr 
fessor, who on his part alledged, that he was 
retarded as well by the great circumspection 
he w'as obliged to use, to avoid compromising 
his order, as by the Law^s and Custom of the 
Church, to w’hicli he was obliged to pay the 
most scrupulous attention. In the mean time, 
it W’as reported in Paris that the Father de 
Sac3’', had frequent conferences W’ith Madame 
de Pompadour ; that he was appointed her 
confessor ; and that he had secret and private 
intercourses wdth her ; this report became so 
prevalent, that itw’assoon decided in the minds 
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ftf titc Parisians, tlmt these visits -ncrc very 
indecorous, and unbecoming in a man of 
clinracter. AH tlic Jeuits in Paris, and all 
those persons remarkable for religion and pietj*, 
blamed the too great condescension and facility 
of Patlicr dc Sacy ; be explained to his So- 
ciety, Iio^v far lie had gone i\Iadamc dc 
Pompadour ; and lierecei\cd from his superiors, 
orders, to discontinue his visits ; to explain to 
Madame de Pompadour the duties of a con- 
scicncious confessor, and to make the best ex- 
cuse )tc could to her, for basing trifled with 
her so long, 

** The absolution jou desire, Madam,” 
said the Patlier dc Sacy to her, cannot be 
grantwl to jou ; jour remaining at Court 
'uithout jour husband ; the rumours relative 
to jour connevion with the King, all forbid 
yovw 'AyvpTOacUlng the coramssmon laWo, and 
of course receiving absolution. The Priest 
who stiould give it to jou, instead of ab- 
toUingjou, would pronounce a double con- 
demnation, jours, and his own; nhilst the 
pohlic, who ever pass sentence on the conduct 
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of persons in an elevated situation, would ul- 
iimately coiidrm it. It is your wish. Madam, 
and you have expressed that wish to me, to ful- 
fil the duties Of a good Christian ; to give a good 
example is the first of duties ; and to obtain 
and to merit an absolution, the first step to 
be taken, is to reunite yourself to Monsieur d’- 
Etioies; or at least to quit the Court, and by 
so doing, pul a stop to that scandal with which 
you certainly may justly be reproached, for 
living separate from your husband.^’ 

Madame de Pompadour, on being told 
that she must quit the King, go back to Mon- 
sieur d’Etioles, and leave the Court altogether 
before she could merit or obtain an absolution, 
which she only valued as a means of triumph 
over the Queen, and the party of His Royal 
Highness the Dauphin, in enabling her tO fill 
the situation of Lady of the Palace, gave her- 
self up to all the fury of passion, and broke 
out in invectives against the Jesuit, who was 
naturally of a mild and moderate disposition, 
and his natural timidity had led him to attempt 



conciliating that respect due to religion, \\ith 
that due to the Mistress of the Monarch. ^ 

Hut as the Mistresses of ourPrincesareall 
haughty and imperious, and to discover 
cither a marked hatred, or boundless attacli- 
niont to themselves, and their interests in the 
courtiers, in order to punish or make them use- 
ful accordingly. Madame dc Pompadour in the 
heat of her passion, replied nearly in these 
terms to the Pcrc dc Sacy. 

“ You are an ignorant impostor, Father, 
and a true Jesuit; do you understand me? 
you lm\ e been amudng 3 ourself with my em- 
barrassment, and the need v’ou thouglit I stood 
in of you. I know* scry well, it is your wish 
I should be separated from the King, but I 
will soon shew you that my power is as great 
and firralicrv, as you Wljcred it feeble and tot- 
tering; and spile of all the Jesuits in existence, 
1 w ill remain at Court.** 

The poor Jesuit, greatly ternfied, was 
iramedmtc53* dismissed, and Madame dePom- 
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padour formed the closest union withMonsieuir 
deChoiseul, to plan in concert with him, tlife 
means of accelerating, and obtaining from a 
weak Monarch, whose favorites they were, the 
destruction of the Jesuits. By her constant 

K * 

attendance at the Communion table, she con- 
ceived she should disarm the Dauphin's party, 
or that of the Jesuits, which still had great 
influence at Court ; and the means which she 
employed for that purpose, not having suc- 
ceeded, she resolved oh the ruin df the party 
she stood in fear of, and with which she found 
it impracticable to bring about a negociation. 



CHAPTER VE “ 


One of the causes of the good fortune of A/on- 
sicur ie Vue dc ChotscuU hnoion formerly at 
Court by the name of the Comte de Stahiville^ 
Anecdotes respecting the Jesuits. 


THE influence of the party of the De^otces ai 
Court, \Nas counterbaUnced by that of the 
party in the interest of the fat orife. The 
Comte de Slainville, (since Duke of Clioiseul) 
ttliosc character nas a inivturc of audacity, 
independence, mid ambition ; of very illustrious 
birth, but without fortune, thdught the surest 
way of procuring one, was to attach himself 
to the interests of the favorite. The inclina- 
tion which theKing had shew n for Madame de 
CUoiseul, his cdusin, gav c him an opportunity 
of provingtoMadaincdePompadoiir the interest 
he took in her w el fa re. 1 his lady h.iv ing com- 
irmnicatedto him a declaration oflorcmadeto 
her in the King's ow nhand-w riling ;and having 
asked his adrice to the conduct she should pur- 
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sue on such an occasion ; M. de Stainville, who 
was very clear.sigh ted, immediately judged that 
the actual influence of Madame de Pompa- 
dour was more solid, and more likely to be 
profitable to him, than that of his cousin, 
which was yet to be "established ; Stainville 
therefore requested of her to entrust^ to hinii 
this letter, of Louis the XVtii that he might 

reflect, at liis leisure, on the kind of answer 

\ 

most suitable to be made to it. Madame de 
Choiseul entrusted this letter to Monsieur de 
Stainville, and he communicated it to Ma- 
dame de Pompadour, who became extremely 
jealous of Madame de Choiseul. 

Madame de Pompadour had; the merit of 
being able to appreciate a service of this 
kind, and to recompence the person from 
whom it proceeded. Flattered by the, pre- 
ference w^hich Monsieur de, Stainville, mani- 
fested towards her, in preference to his cou- 
sin, she entered, into the closest connection 
with him, and pledged herself to forward 
his advancement. 
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It «ni lie recollected tl»at Monsieur de 
Clfoiscul in tlio first instoncC} sent o§ 
tltc King's An*l^?^dor to jRomc, Arrived 
tlierc, Jie received the accustomed visits of 
ccreinoiijr from the Cntdinnis, and tlio gene- 
rals of the difierent Heligious Orders. I’he 
Gcncml of the Jesuits did not forget hi? 
duty on that pocasion-; and nas so frequent 
in his visits at the Anjhassador's, that Mon- 
sieur de Slninville, having ashed hind, one 
day* if he could not give Jdin come infor- 
inntion about a Father Jesuit, of nhom he 
rvKhed to acquire a thorough hnotv/edge of ; 
the General told the Ambassador, that in 
less than tnenty-four hours ho dvould give 
him every particular respecting him, he wish- 
ed for; and, in fact, the next day he brought 
him such circumslimtinl details respecting 
the French Jesuit, dUiom the Ambassador wa? 
anxious fp be infonned of, that he was as- 
lonishetl pt the celerity, the exactitude, the 
minute detail, ns well ns the singularity of 
the circumstonccs contained in the GeneraFs 
fnrennation, Pp no^ be surprised, Mop- 
fieur FAtubassadcur/^ replied the Mpnkj 

f 
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** every year our rectors send to the provin- 

V 

tfiial heads of our colleges, remarks and notes 
on the character, , the understanding, the abi- 
lities and acquirements, the conduct and oc- 
cupations of each member of the society. 
The head of the College makes out a list for 
the ^rvice of France ; and the French assis- 
tant, who is resident at Rome, under my eye, 
gives me an account, when called on, of the 
turn of mind and abilities" of any particular 
Monk of the Society.” 

Monsieur de Stainville, whose aim was 
to arrive at the situation of Prime Minister, 
¥vas alarmed at this well-concerted harmony ; 
and, since that time, as he had many things 
to reproach himself with, relative to his con- 
nexions with this society, he joined his in- 
fluence to that of Madame de Pompadour 
to effect their destruction, and thereby to 
deprive the Dauphin, as chief of the op- 
posite party, of that support ^vliich might 
50 reasonably be expected from an Order of 
such power, and influence, in all the Catho- 
lic Stat^pf Europe, 


In proportion ns the party of Madamo 
Pompadour acquired str<;n^()it tijo op- 
posite party gave them proofs of llieir re- 
sentment. Monsieur dc Richelieu y\ns one of 
those i^hp shewed the greatest independence, 
in his conduct, lo\sards Madame de Pqmpa> 
,dour. * ' 



CHAPTER Vll 


Fresh affronts rcceioed hy Madame de FoWtpa* 
dour. The Markchal Duke of Richelieu, 
refuses to marry the Duke de Fronsac, his 
soji, to Madame Alexandrine. Anecdotes 
relative to this young person^ and to Mon- 
sieur Poisson, the Brother of Madame de 
Pompadour, to whom had been given the 
title of Marquis of Marigny. 


MADAME DE POMPADOUR liad so high 
an opinion of her influence, and of the res- 
pect due to her from the nobles composing 
the Court, that, exclusive of the refusal of an 
absolution, which I have just related, she re- 
ceived several other affronts ; one, in particu- 
lar, from a Peer of France. The higher 
orders of nobility, as well as the Church, 
were always secretly disgusted and indignant 
at being obliged to shew respect to this 
woman, whose residence at Court, considered 
fn any point of view, was marked with every 
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sort of impropriety and infamy. Let us refer 
to an anecdote relative to Monsieur de Riche/* 
VicUt 

Louis thc'■X^^tlJ, ivlio v^*as accustomed to 
see, at the house of the Favorite, IMademoi* 
sclle >Mexandrine her daughter, became very 
fond of her, and gave her many proofs of 
bis nficction, that Alexandrine acquired the 
habit of calling Louis the XVth her j)apa» 
The Duke de Fr^nsac, eldest son of the puke 
de Richelieu, was the nobleman wliom the 
King fixed bis eye upon to marry her} he 
even went so far as to speab to the Marfecbal 
on the matter ; who replied to him, ** Sire, I 
will ask tlic consent of the House of Lor- 
raine.’* The Mari'chal uas, in fact, nearly 
allied to it by bis marriage with his' second 
uife, uho was, by birth, Princess of Guise. 
This answer was taken as a polite mode of 
giving a refusal to the proposition; yet the 
Kin^, by bis nficr conduct, fchewed that lio 
viu too just to bate been displeased with the 
Puke, who continued as great a fasoritc 05 
W-ovc; and, pttbaps, was still more esteemed* 
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ioi* liavirig resisted the temptation of acquir» 


ing immense wealth, By rejecting the degrad- 
ing alliance of Madame d*EtioIes, formerly 
Miss Jeanne Ptiisson j 


As to Madamoiseiie Alexandrine, she very 
much resembled Madame de Pompadour ; she 
tras very handsome, very lively, and very 
haughty in consequence of flie /favor of her 
mother, which perhaps was less to be attributed 
to her natural disposition, than to the fiatte- 
.ries by which she was perpetually assailed; 
She was placed as a . boarder in the Convent 
of the Assumption of Notre Dame, where she 
was educated.* 


At the same time Madame Charlotte de 
Kohan Sdubise^ daughter of the Prince of 
Soubise, since married to the Prince cf Conde i 
ivas a boarder in this Convent, with several 
other young ladi^ofthe very first distinction i 
Either from ignorance, or arrogant self con- 
ceit, Alexandrine d’Eticfles took it into her 
head, one dayj to dispute the point of prcce-* 
dence with the Princess ; she was soon made 



119 


fcfnsiblc of licr error; but Madame dc Pom- 
padour, on being informed of the circumstance^ 
only oltscrved “ she ccrtaiiilj* was guilty of a 
breach of politeness.^' 

This Alexandrine died, in the year 1764, 
in the same Convent, of the small-pox, at the 
age of tliirtccn or'fourtcen years, at the >ery 
time that iiCT molbcrssas occupied,' by wrty oi 
resenging herself on Monsieur do Uichcliciii 
in bringing about u marriage for her, with 
one of the Princes of the House of ^^assau. 

IVlicn 'the human heart is entirely given 
up to pride, \anity and asaricc, it is scarce- 
ly capable of feeling the finer sensibilities 
of nature, and it uould be doing her too 
much hunor to bclicic that she uas sin- 
cerely able to them. l*ho King was really 
much aficctetl by tbe loss of Alexandrine* and 
as far as cvlerior went, Madame de Pompa- 
dour smiud much grieied, but tbe intrigues 
and the biKtlr of the Court soon made her 
forget her ‘•orrow. If any thing cOuld haio 
bitu capable of aflccting her, it was the re* 



m 


Section 'that this death dfeprived her, in the eye^ 
of the world, and of her o,wn connexions, of 
all plausible reason that could justify herpas- 
!^ion for hoarding up treasitres. She tio longer 
fcould say, “ she had a dearly-beloved child, 
•for whose sake ^he Was amassing money.’" Al- 
though deprived of that pretext, which those 
VliO are so fond of hoarding moneys never 
fail to alledge as an excuse for their conduct ; 
and to palliate its odious and criminal tendeii- 
by, yet was she not the less' 'a slave to avarice, 
and 'a'mhition. The loss of her daughter only 
served to prove that she was avaricious for the 
feake of avarice, since she caught at all means' 
t)f gi'atifying that p'assieo, Udt a whit the less 
hfter, than before the death of Alexandrine. 

The Marqiiife’de Mhrigny,lierbrdther,‘and 
tke 'presumptive heir of her immense riOhess 
would have furnished her with a sufficient rea- 
son for desistiiig from the practice Of atUass-^ 
ing money, instead nf acting as a stimulus 
for persisting in it, if shehadUOt been actuated 
by 'motiYesUf self-gratificatidn. 

A 
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Tlic conitmpt she felt for liim, arose froni 
his iintiiral irant t)f sense and capacitj, hich 
rcndcrwl it impossible for him to profit by tlie 
ad ran I ages she pro cured for him, either in mak- 
ing h proper use of them, or doing her honour 
by his application of them. Her vanity wak 
too much ivounded by his conduct, to sutler her 
to be atlaclicd to hi»ti, and the embarrassments 
Mbicb the mbeV Mnrtjois was the cause of to 
her, w ere easily perceivable. She had the mot*' 
lification to sceliim peqrctually held up as an 
object of ridicule to the courtiers, and a^ a 
mark for the insults of the whole world; and 
to know, til at the contempt uhicli ho met 
with, was all ouing to his want of merit. But 
fhehadthc folly to think, tlintit was the cficct 
of cn\yal his good fortune, although in rca- 
lUy what she took for cuvj’, wus only a mix- 
ture of contempt and indignation, in those who 
reficctcd on the origin of her power, and the 
ohu^ she had mndeof it. She would ba^c ardent- 
ly wislud to bate attrihutcrl to this cause, the 
discredit of !>tr brother; but seeing the impos- 
Mbilily of so doing, with any shadow of reason, 
die choscjberstlf.to join w ith those who laughed 
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at him, rather than have her judgment and 
penetration suspected by taking up Iiis defened. 

It was, nevertheless, generally believed he 
would be her sole heir, or at least would inherit 
the greatest pail of her property ; the reason 
for tliat belief was, that she loved no person 
but herself. Her brother would carry the 
palm away from all others^ merely because he 
was her brother, as in that quality he might 
still have ^dme pretence for getting the better 
of that extreme inditference, which she liad- 
for every other human being but herself ; by 
w'ay of diminishing the shame of making so 
bad a use of her property, and in the hope of 
his having children, who would be the more 
worthy of it ; she made several useless trials 
• to get him married, but she was too nice in 
her choice of a wife for him, and this over- 
strained nicety destroyed all her plans; she 
would have had no difficulty in finding 
amongst the poor nobility, or persons of ob- 
scure origin, some woman on rvliose mind the 
idea of grandeur, riches, and dignity, would 
have soon got the better of repugnance to. such 
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n degrading nllianco; but that did not suit 
the of Madnmede Pompadour, nlio not 
only made it an essential point, that the family 
in nhich she should place her brother, should 
bcof ancient nobility, but also that it should 
be rich, and as distinguished by its rank, as 
by the coiisecjucnce of the ofliccs it held. 

In those days, families such as she sought 
for, M ere not found so easily as she imagined } 
for those distinguished by delicacy of Kcnti- 
ment, uould have been sery little tempted to 
expose themsches to the ridicule, sshicli an 
alliance of this sort, would infallibly have 
brought on them. In tbc mean time, Monsieur 
dc IMarigny uas doomed to lead a life of ce- 
libacy ; but it was to be hoped that it would 
not last for oer, those who are curious as to 
our story, would for eser deplore the extinc- 
tion of the illustrious House of the Poissons. 

Prom these facts, it maybe conceited how 
much the King must base RufTcred, prisaldy, 
both on account of the favorite and of her 
brother. The King rcsjicctcd and paid the 
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liigliest regard to decorum and to decency ^ tlic 
low bred manners of Madame de Pompadour^ 
might please him at Choisi, or in his private 
apartment; but I much doubt if he was not 
shocked every time that he met Poisson, trans-^ 
formed into a Marquis. 



CHAPTER VilK 


Hatred of Madame dc Pompadour, toicardi 
(he Clergy of France* Motives for that 
hatred. Anecdotes relative to Monsieur de 
Fitz JameSf Bishop of Soissons. 


THE perpetual oppositions wliicli Madame dc 
Pompadour met with, from the party of tin? 
Pevotces, at Court, greatly exasperated her 
hoth against the church and its clergy, and 
against Monsieur dc Fitz James, Bishop of 
Soissons, she conceived in particular, a most 
deep and deadly hatred. 

This prclntehavingshcwnagrcat deal of 
severity against Madame de ChMcauroux, at 
Mett, >vhenthe King’s life was despaired of ; 
Madame dc Pompadour fancietl toherself, that 
in every Bishop of the Kingdom, she saw so 
many Fitz James’s, and she apprehended, in 
every slight cold the King was troubled ivilh, 
a mortal illness, whicli would precipitate Iicr 
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from the s/jec/cs of throne, which she had set 
up at Court, on a level with that of Uie King. 
She belield, in the person of the Dauphin, 
who was in fact'the hopes and the support of 
the Jeuits, a Prince deeply exasperated against 
her, and who would not fail to shut her up in 
a Convent, the moment that Louis the XVtIi 
should be no more. This woman, perpetually 
tormented by licr fears, lost no oppprtunity 
of disappointing the views of the Bishop of 
Soissons, who had the Pretender's assurances, 
and even titular nomination to the hat of a 
Cardinal. The King himself, whom Madame 
de Pompadour was continually tormenting,by 
reminding him of the scenes at Metz, refused 
to give his sancHon to this nomination. The 
Cardinal de Tencin, then took on himself to 
open a negociation wdth the Pretender, for a 
nomination to this hat, in favor of Monsieur 
de Luynes, Archbishop of Sens, and Madame 
the Dauphiness, who had a great respect for 
this prelate, interesting' herself very much in 
the success of this promotion. Monsieur de 
Luynes was named Cardinal, 


t 
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lie M'as a benevolent, enlightened man, 
inuch beloved by lljc Dauphin and his spouse, 
and one of the prelates of the French Church, 
whoso virtues do honour to their dignity and 
situation. It was determined that he should 
refuse to any confessor, the power of listening 
to the confession of Madame de Fompadour, 
who always went to Fonlainblcau, a town si- 
tuatedwithin his diocese, nhenevershe wished 
to perform her devotions. 



CHAPTER IX. 


Origm of the hatred which Madame de Pom^ 
padour conceived against the Catholic Reli- 
gio7i and its Minisici's, 


AFTER the circumstances I IiaTe related, it 
will he seen, that on every side, Madame de 
Pompadour was surrounded by ingratitude 
and false friends, In yain did she dispose of 
the public' treasures, as she thought proper; 
in vain had she the power of nomination to 
^gnities, and to employments; her services, it 
is true, were received, and she was solicited 
by interested persons, for favors which were 
no sooner granted, than others were required ; 
but at bottom, she was detested and despised, 
whilst every one was humiliated by the pain- 
ful alternative of being either doomed to neg- 
lect, or to pay court to her, as the only 
channel for promotion. All this was well 
known to her, and was the clause that every 
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daj Iter temper became more souretl, ' The 
intlopendencc of the Clergy, of IHs U, II. the 
Daupliin and of his party, distressed her 
bc>ond measure, and she was suspected of 
holding out the most flattering terms to the 
enemies of tlic Dauphin and the Clergy , that 
she might, through their mcan^,^ stren^hen 
her oun part)*; but, after all, her party,’ 
howc\cr great their audacity, never Tiould 
have hudSniieh power At Court, the King 
hLing natuhdly of a religious tlirn of mind/ 
ahd, in this instance, a worthy descendant of 
St. Louis". ‘ , ‘ 

In the Capital, there is always a num- 
ber of men of letters, who^are^ called (Tree 
Thinkers) Xsprits /or/i,* not because their 
undcTstanding, or powers of genius arc supe- 
rior to tlioUj of others, but because of the 
of wnVings aglainst 1ilic Zsta- 

blisht'd Religion. At their he.»d was Mon- 

* , • 


• In lilrMil rim of Uwng tut w!at ta 
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sieur de Voltaire, who was, it must foe allowed, 
a very great poet, but wfooj at the same.time ; 
was, in the eyes of all thinking men, a very 
dangerous man, in a political, point of view; 
because in his conversations, he was in the 
habit- of turning into ridicule every thing 
which is held sacred amongst men : his wri- 
tings, although stamped with great freedom, 
were still sufficiently masked to foe tolerated; 
all that was wanting was, that he should 
take off the mask altogether, to shew his 
true character, and he then would have been 
found, what his writings proclaimed him, a 
Free Thinker. 

He had been in habits of great intimacy 
with Madame de Pompadour, when shie was 
only Madame le Normarit d*EtioIes, and had 
involved himself in some very disagreeable 
affairs, on account of his political opinions, 
which gave great umbrage to the Govern- 
ment. Madame de Pompadour, delighted to 
have a man of such wit and influence at her 
disposal, resolved to place him at the head of 
a party, whose study it should be to attack 
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religion, to turn it ^ Into ndiculc, to ransack 
history for the errors and crimes of the 
nistersof its Altars in former ages, and to 
bring them fonvard to the yorld, for the 
purpose of disgracing, d^rading, and dis- 
tressing the Clergy Of the present day. ■ * 

The Church of France, on its part, ' dc^^ 
pised Madame dc Pompadqur, fiat sufiered, 
through her ephemeral interest. ‘ The Clergy 
clung still cfoscr to the Dauphin, and la^ 
mrnted the Aveakncss 'of the King. Madame 
dc Pompadour, )\’ho dreaded losing the Prince, 
resolved -to involve the Clergy in quarrel? 
amongst themselves, and to give them so many 
causes of uneasiness, that the Church should 
have enough to do with her own a/Tairs, withr 
out interfering with the pleasures of the King. 
She resolved to lire and die Mistress of Louis 
the XVtb ; and to maintain herself in that 
situation, cunning and violence, falsehood 
and truth, were all calletl in to her service. 
Woe to that body of men, or to those indi- 
viduals that should dare to interfere with the 
K2 
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. pleasures of the King, and of Madame de 
Pompadour. 

It was impossible to calculate the conse- 
quences of that independence of all religious 
restraint which those infidel writers, and crea- 
tures of Madame de Pompadour affected to 
live in. Monsieur de Chbiseul, after a time, 
joined their party ; he, nevertheless, dreaded . 
the anger of Louis the XVth who was reli- 
gious and devout even in the very midst of his 
pleasures, and who' carried his religious pre- 
judices to such a degree,- that he prized his 
lineal descent, from Saint Louis, whom he 
knew to be in Heaven, full as much as he- 
did that from his father, by which he be- 
came possessor of the first crown in the world. 



CHAPTER X. 


rtirtrait$ of some of the Personages of the 
. Court f who were of the opposite party to 
^ Madame dc Pompadour , ^ 

J. ^4 

t ' * I 

IN proportion as Madame de Pompadour ap- 
peared j to acquire additional ascendancy o\cr 
tlie mind of the King; the Court of the Queen 
sccmwl gloomy, and dejected. Although it 
n’as not openly expressed ; yet, in secret, there 
u’as much bitterness and resentment. ,Thc 
Dauphin^s first ^ wife had brought nith her 
from Madrid, a haughty and serious disposi- 
tion, as nell as the manners and the politeness 
of a Castilian. Her mother, nho w.is the 
most ambitious of women, had educated her 
with a %iew to maheher the tool of her Irishes, 
when she should become Queen of France, 
and history will one day, doubtless, relate all 
this woman's contn ranees to procure crowns 
for the children of Philip the Vth the issue 
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of his second marriage with her. The young 
Dauphiness, during the short period she lived, 
soon forgot the instructions of her mother, 
which were, to get an exclusive influence 
over the mind of her hnsharid,, and to govgrh 
him. She became, IVoweveV, Iriot theG'bvern- 
ness, ,but the friend of the iDauphin, w^d was 
passionately fond of her. The King, on the 
death of his daughter-in-law, ordered her 
writing desb to be brought to him, Hvhich 
H. R. 1ft. the Dauptiin had neither dared to 
Idbh into, to refuse, nor to cOhceal the con- 
tents, from the inspection of his fetlier’: in i't 
were found the Queen of Spam’s ‘instruction^ 
Vo her daughter ; besides ’which, there was 
found a cypher to decyplier her letters to lief 
mother, and another cypher for Her to use in 
writing fo Madrid. In the correspbndeiice 
with her mother, it was 'plainly proved she 
had totally neglected her interest, and that of 
her brothers, and attended solely to the at- 
tachment she bore, her husband. The King, 
who had a good heart, was much aflected at 
this proof of ;Conjugal love, and he shewed to 
several noblemen passages of her letters, say- 
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ing,at the same time, to them, “ See vrhat at- 
tachment she bore to France! Tvhat a good 
Frenchwoman she was! A!i, how' 1 pity my 
son V' 


TIic virtuous and regular life led by 
the Dauphin and his Wife, was a bitter and 
Btrilving rcllcclion on the life of the King, 
%^ho lived in u state of separation from his 
wife. 

The Queen was no longer either young, 
or handsome ; she had, nevertheless, some rc- 
mnining attractions, and a great deal of per- 
sonal merit. 

The Dauphin's second w*ifc w-as a Saxon 
by hirth ; ond brougltt with Iicr, into France, 
a deep and ambitious character capable of 
very great undertakings. She had received a 
more studied and more diversiHed education, 
than tlial of the Princesses, She was learned, 
without any of tho*^ singularities which 
learning generally gives a woman. She lived 
in a very retired manner with her husband, 
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slu-wing herself very little at a Coiir 
■where the f'avorite wished to reign as Sove- 
reign. 

The King’s daughters shewed a marked 
altachmeut to.theirmolher and their brotlier; 
they were, like them,, in opposition to the 
party of Madame de Pompadour; they felt 
awkward at the attentions, -<^111011 the regard 
they bore to their father, obliged them to pay to 
Madame de Pompadour, and which were very 
painful to' them ; and they were distressed to 
see the influence she possessed, and the insig- 
nificance in •which the Dauphin of France 
was obliged to pass his life. There was, no 
expression of contempt, or severity that this 
party did not apply to the Favorite, in, their 
private meetings ; when they reflected that tliey 
could not dispose of a single situation, or 
employment, without procuring them through 
the channel, or with the consent of Madame 
de Pompadour. 

The Favorite kept up that repugnance in 
the King, which seemed to be natural to him, 
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to ceding nnr part. of his nuthonty his 
son ; and contemplating*' in the reign of this 
Vrince, the term of her influence,, and, per- 
haps, of her liberty, the Dauphin of Trance 
svas, ,in. her, eyes,\a personage jwhose tastes; 
inclinations; principles; and attachments, 
.svero all to be studied, only for the pleasure of 
secretly thwarting and opposing them* It was 
this intriguing and wiched womaoj who suc- 
cCcdetlf.but too Well, in fixing . upon this 
Prince, .the character,' *whicli he hasf.ctcr 
since 1 had, t of a* narrow-mind,, and»of haring 
those ridiculous partialities for the miuulito 
of religion which nre so totally unbecoming, 
and -so little consistent with, his illustrious 
birth. 7 r * j ' ^ 

^^xclusive of the Poyal Tamily, there 
were the Duke do liuynes,.his wife. Monsieur 
de Nicolay, llishop of Verdun, and the Car- 
dinal dc Luyncs, wlio were distinguished cha- 
racters in the party attachctl to the Queen 
and the i Dauphin ; as ,rvas also Madame dc 
Matsan, a profcsjwl* devotee, whom circum- 
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stnnc#s did not permit to be left out, when an 
. EsiabJishment was formed, for the education 
of the children of the t)anphin. 

At the death of Madame the Duchess 
of Tallard, governess of the Princess chil- 
dren, and who %vas a remarkable character, 
at Court, Madame the Comtesse de Marsan 
was chosen as her successor. Madame de 
Tallard loved play, and late hours; she 
had a good deal of wit, and of dignity and 
nobleness of expression. She constituted 
ChaUvelin, the former Keeper of the Seals, 
her executor under her will ; and before her 
death, distributed her jewels and her snuff 
boxes amongst her friends. On the day she 
died, she selected the finest diamond -ring she 
had, and put it on her finger ; and her wait- 
ing muid attempting to take it off, and to 
put it by, in a place of safety. “ I shall 
expire very soon,** said she, “and I have 
left it in my will, that Monsieur Chauvelin 
is to have the diamond ring which 1 wore at 
the time of my death.” Madame de Tal- 
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lard*s BUuaiion,* t>W)ugbt her ih *il5,00d 
li^rc^ n^edr, (rotn tlid kittg; for dt the birth 
bf each chiltl, hfcr BaldVy cncrcascil 35,CK)0f 
livrcs. This nugiiicntittioh ^^as permanent, 
c^tn after their education U as ftnislicd. She 
was sep trated from lier husbanil, hj hiutoal 
consent; U>cd at an immense expense, and 
was most deeply in debt, hlalicc, and, 
perhap, calumnjs pursued her even after her 
death. 

As to the Countess of hlarsnn, she 
never ceased giving proofs of that affec- 
tionate and zealous attachment, for nhicli 
she svns so remarkable, to the Jesuits, tho 
Snlpicians, the Dootees, and the whole of 
the party, attached to II. U. H. the Dauphin. 

If her understanding had not been 
cramped by the narronr notions of enthu- 
siastic devotion ; and liad she not been re- 
strained from entertaining ideas, and con- 


t taeta bttfidrri p^rdi •tnUcf 
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.stdcralioiiH inorr luUural to iirrsdO she would 
jundr tln‘ Children nT I'rancC) worthy of 
their illfistrion*; ITirtli; hut, even ns it was, 

I 

there never could he a doubt from her 
7t:u! und ntlnrhuieiit, of her making the 
gram! children of Louis the XVth respectable 


iru-n. 



CHAPTER XI. 


.r ... 

State of pTancCf^al the period of the dreadful 
attack on the Life of Louir theXVth, Jn^ 
vesltgation of the conduct of the Court on that 
occasionltn endeavouring to conceal the causes 
^''vhieh led to it. ylnecdole ^f a Clerk in the 
General Post Office of London^ brought to 
. France y hptico French Captains of the Navy, 

WE nrc oh the cve,‘ I mucli fear,* of a deep 
laid consrpiracy. The' King of France, a 
Prince of the mildest disposilion, and of the 
most interesting exterior, is attempted to be 
assassinated by a monster. All France is in 
alarnV. We owe to our King what ever}' good 
Frenchman 'oucb to him, on an occasion of 
thisRorl, But we also owe to his successors 
llic lessons of history. 

• Ttjc Twhilitor l» M a lou la" KtcociQt Or the cenrUat ji*e 
Mot«urur defkwilfk', mttn ef tb« prr»cct Uav, wbra 
dr»ifTjUtic p*rt rrrtsti ( u it to !r»*fn the letrmt of 

U»e«*rr»!Ur,tb».Tru>»!»lo<h*»t»kentbrltt>rrtj'. io 

to fbi&irt it to tJip prftmto bcir it U ImpnclictbJr -wi'lioat Cr. 

tlro) t* j tht KUW cf tie 
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What circumitances marJicd this assassina- 
tion rib toad ? 

^Vhal other circumstances marked it at 
home ? 

Wimt documents in the tnal of thef mon- 
ster who struck the blow, arc more particu- 
larly worthr of reflection ? 

And what parts of the trial, merit to be 
neglected, or omitted, as dubious, illusire, or 
of no consequence to future history ? 

The State of France, relative to Foreign Powers, 

England, seeing us negociatingan alliance, 
with Maria Theresa, was alarmed at this Con- 
tinental Coalition. 

The King of Prussia perceived that his 
destruction was evidently aimed at. 

The Protestant States foresaw an encrease 
of power in all the Catholic Courts, 
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England clcarlv $aw’that a blow was 
nimcd at her Commerce, at her Constitution, 
and against the Succession of the House of 
Hanover, established on the throne of the 
Stuarts. Causes of the seven years war. 


The inferior State of i^ranec. 

In the interior, thd Court of France, and 
the Parliaments were engaged in discussions 
dangerous to the HoyaV Authority, and to 
that of the Courts of Judicature, the Grand 
Chamber, only, was obedient to the King ; the 
other chambers were dissolved, and the public 
mind was in a state of the greatest fermenta- 
tion. 

' TlicJcsuits, and the Jansonisfs were engag- 
ed in tlic most scandalous and indecent quar- 
rels. ^ 

Tl»c same distentions existed at Court ; 
the party attached to the Daupliin, and that 
attadicd to the favorite, were almost ai open 
war with one another. 
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Under these circumstances (It \Vas) that 
Louis the XVth received a stab wifh arpbig-' 
nard. What a lesson for Govei-nihehts ! Let 
it teach them that in disputes of this hat lire, 
it is more particularly against their persons, 
that the foreign enemy, who prepares the 
blow, takes his aim/ 

The more attentively we persue those ori- 
ginal documents, of the trial of : the Parricide^, 
Damiens,^ which the Government rpermitted to 
be published, the more we are; convinced that 
the Court of France had tied up. the hands of 
the J udges, and had ; only permitted them to 
use the necessary forms of.law,: to enable them 
to punish the crime, whilst it carefully con- 
cealed the causes which led to it. I requested 
a Peer of France,: who sat as one of the Judges, 
on Damien’s trial, to, give me the notes he took 
on that occasion ; and my preceding observations 
are confirmed by them ; the reader may judge 
for himself, for 1 will give these notes word for 
word as I received them from him.. 


bu parricide. 
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Hut it U not in the pnpers of this trial/ 
that hat history looks for in a ca<cof this sort, 
can be found ; it is precisely in the \cry papers 
«hich ha\c no/ been published, that the truths 
i>hich in this ease Avoiild be so interesting, arc 
to be found. ' 

The interests of history and of truth, arc 
too often incompatible, and at variance ^\itli 
the interests of Go\crnmcnls, 

1 am now going to bring fonvard a circum^ 
stance uhich the Parliament look especial care 
to omit, as the affairs of Kings do not come 
under their jurisdiction. Tliey terminate our 
on n individual quarrels, at our on n expence; 
bat Kings settle tlieirdisputes w ith thcirarmics. 
The document fonhichlnllude, is relative to 
the plots attributed to Kn"land,in this cruel 
affair, or rather the \ iolent party n Inch had the 
upper hand in that island, anJ were decidc<llj 
hostilo to m. 

Alwul fourteen days after the attempt to 
as^iwinatc Louis the XVth, two Captains 
L 
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of the Navy, Itnbert and Duperrier, called 
upon the Minister for Foreign Affairs, and 
declared to him, that they had information to 
giye, as to the causes of the assassination of 
Louis the XVth ; these officers were taken 
Prisoners of War, by the English, and carried 
to London, from whence they made their es- 
cape ; returning to France, in company with a 
man belonging to the Post Master General, of 
the Post Office in London, they declared, that 
they learned from this Englishman, that the 
/Anti Gallican party had determined on the 
' destruction of this Idngdom, rather than see 
England ruined by an alliance between France 
and Austria ; they further said ; that the En- 
glish emissaries, and other persons who were 
bought over to their interests by large sums of^ 
money, fomented the disturbances which exist- 
ed amongst the clergy, between the Jans6nis(s 
and the Molinists; as well as those between the 
great body of the Clergy, and the Parliament ; 
•and those between the parties of the King’s 
favorite, and that of the Dauphin ; and that 
when the public mind should be sufficiently 
agitated, and exasperated, and above all when 
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tlic riojfil Fnmily sliouTd be Completely at 
variance, tfmf then 'ft blow would be strucii 
ftf the Iiri*or the Kirrg^, whilst the Uaciphin of 
Franco, the friend of peace, the Cneniy of 
war, and tlie present nlliancc, become King, 
would lent e England and Prussia to trartquilfify 
and n’j>osc. 

According to the statement of thl^ En- 
glishman, the coalition against Prussia sias of 
ftucli a nntnre, that noflniigsliorf of rt miracle, 
or the most unlookcd for success, could sasO 
it from lieing whollydestroyc(l;ftnd tliisjsrith- 
outany adi.intnge resultingto Frimee, except 
that of cnd»»avouring to please IMnri a Theresa, 
and exhatistingour resources for her bencht; 
sihibt Engtaiul, in spite of the captureof Mi- 
norca, srould make France sorely rc]>cnt has'- 
ji)g undertaken the prcnml war. 

Thisiswliatappearsmost prohableastothe 
consrr|aences of the resentment of our extirior 
cnemirs,relati\e to the change in the principles 
©four diplomacy . llut.as tnll readiU be ima- 
gined ,tb ePa rbamt n t o f Pa ri s w as no I com pet cu t 
LC 
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to settling a business of this kirid; and we should ^ 
not take upon ourselves to form a decided opi-, 
nion on the mere report of an Englishman, 
if other proofs and considerations did not, at 
the same time persuade us, that the foreign foe 
has various , modes of accomplishing his pur- 
pose, either by a'change of reigns, or by the fall 
of Madame de Pompadour, and her new sys- 
tem of politics. 

* ^ Y 

- Let us see what was done in the < Grand 
Chamber to which, by his letters patent, the 
King particularly entrusted the trial of the 
monster Damiens. 



CHAPTrU XIT. 


Partlcutar circutyistanccs a funding ihe msasst^ 
nation of Louis (he XVihy hy Damiens » 
' The situation of ihe Court of Trance at that 
iftomrn/. Sittings of the Parliament, X)c- 
hates. Transactions of the Great Chamber, 
Txeeution of Damiens, 


THE notes nliicli I now affix to itij narrative 
were given to me by a jiulicious collector of 
ibc anecdotes of the Court, who sal as a judge 
in this business; be is by nature scrupulous 
timid and of unshaken veracity ; faith there- 
fore uill, 1 doubt not, be ghen to his narra- 
tion. 

Yesterday, thc4lhof January 1757, the 
King, after dinner, came from Trianon, to 
see Madame Victoirc who sias slightly in- 
dis]ioscd, he had given orders for every thing 
to be n‘ady for his return to Trianon, at 
half past five in iheaAemoon, and his carriages 
L3 



160 


were in waiting at the door of the New Guard 
Boom*. The King came down stairs at 
six o’clock, preceded by Monsieur de Mont- 
mirel, having on his right and left, Monsieur 
de Brioiine and -Monsieur le Premier, and in 
front Monsieur de Baudreville, , equerry in 
waiting; His Highness the Dauphin was on- 
the left side.of him, and M. le Duc d’Ayen 
behind him. There are several steps to go 
down between the Hall of the Guards, to the 
court yard ; he was on the last step, when 
feeling a. blow on his right side, he exclaimed, 
some one has given me a rude blow with his 
elbow at the same moment, a man about 
forty-five years of age, dressed in brown, with 
a brown great coat, was observed with his hat 
on his head, “ do you not see the King?” said 
His Royal Highness the Dauphin; one of 
^ the Body Guards took his hat off and threw 
it down, whilst Monsieur Didreville one of 
the King’s Equerries who was near the Dauphin, 
seized him by the shoulders. The King having 
put his hand to the spot where he felt the 
stroke, which was between the fourth and the 
fifth rib, found when he took it away that it was, 


* Nouvelle Salle dcs Gardes. 
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full of bloofl. 1 nm woumleil*** finulUe 
“ nnd it is tJmt Tuan ^\l»o gare me llie f*trol;c;'* 
but seeing that he was already’ arrested, he 
added, “ take care of him, and do not kill 
him.** The time bclwctu his first receiving 
the svound, and the arresting of the wrcicli, 
who gave it, did not exceed six seconds; short 
as this space svas, the ruffian might have 
taken advantage of it/ to have made his escape 
beta ecn the crouds of horses and carriages ; 
but whether it was indifi'ercncc for life, or 
whether he was staggered by the horror of the 
crime lie had committed, he did not attempt 
to get away. 

As soon as it was known that the King 
was wounded, the assassin was given into the 
custody of tlie l3ody Guards, and aftcru’ards 
into the hands of the Grand ^ro^ost; who 
placed him under the immciViaie guard of 
forty men of the riegiinent of Guanls. 
Kolwilhstanding the King lost « great deal of 
hlood, yet he tins still able to ascend tho 
staircase, wilhout help. As he was expecteil 
to sleep at Trianon, there was not either 



linen for luinHelf, sheets for his bed, nor Valet- 
dc-Chambre, to wait on him, at Versailles, nor 
was even his body , surgeon, Monsieur de la 
Martiniere, to be found; for he had already 
left Versailles, to return to Trianon, when the 
accident happened. The King was placed.on 
mattresses, 'without sheets, and was undressed 
those around him. Monsieur Kevin, sur- 
geon to her Royal Highness the. Dauphiness, 
was - called in, to dress the wound of the 
King ; who, at that moment, was labouring 
under .want of breath ; to relieve which, he 
was bled. Monsieur de la Martiniere having, 
by this time arrived, probed the ivound, and 
in probing it, the probe entered quite to the 
rib ; Monsieur de la Martiniere informed 
.the Ii.ing, that the wound had not penetrated 
.the intestines, but had taken an upward di- 
rection ;,and, although four inches in length, 
had done no material injury ; this report af- 
terwards was fully verified. The fortunate 
circumstances attending this melancholy event, 
were, that the King had on his winter cloath- 
ing, which, of course, was thipker and of- 
fered more resistance to the stmke; exclusive 
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of wliicli, it was found tliat his shirt hap- 
prncd, by chance, to be folded In fi\c or six 
plaits, on the Tcry spot s\bcrc the blow had 
been given. The villain, who might have 
held his knife with ids fingers closed beneath 
the liaiidic, and who, by this means, would 
have plnngcfl it into the King*8 entrails, 
luckily held it with his fingers closed ntore 
the handle, by w Inch means the blow’ natu- 
rally took an upw’ard direction* 

The King was blwl a second time, in tlie 
course of the night, which was a very restless 
one; for the King being accustomed to sleep 
on his right ride, and it being in that he had 
been wounded, bo w-as obliged to turn on his 
left; he nevertheless had some sleep. The 
weajKJn, which the miscrahle assassin had 
made use of, sras a knife, having on one side 
a common blade, and on tlic other, a kind of 
short stiletto, narrower than the Idade of the 
knife. Tortnuately he preferretl this stiletto 
to the other blade, which rendered the wound 
much less deep and dangerous. 
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- On this melancholy occasion, and under 
these distressing' circumstances, the King dis- 
played a great deal of firmness; tranquillity; 
and religion. The Queen, who imagined he 
was gone to Trianon, was, at first, only in- 
formed that he was taken ill. She hurried in- 
stantly to him, and it was the King, himself, who 
was the first that said, to her, “ Madam, the 
King is assassinated.” The Queen not knowing 
the meaning of this, and ignorant of what 
had passed, could at first, make him no an- 
swer ; but the King repeated it to her ; and 
the grief and consternation of that virtuous 
Princess may readily be imagined. 

His Royal Highness the Dauphin con- 
firmed- this melancholy information to the 
Queen ; and the King desired a Priest might 
be sent for. The Abbe de Raigecourt, one of 
his almoners, being on the spot, was called 
in, and the King demanded the Holy Oils. 
The Abbe de Raigecourt brought them into 
the closet adjoining the council room. But 
the King not being in a state to confess him- 



self, tIicAbl)6<lclirfrc(l nn exhortation tojiim 
npproprjale to his Mtnation, 

i 

The P/*re Desmarcts, Confessor to the 
Kin^:, Mas at Paris; and, until hlfi arrival, 
^Iadanle prof>oscd to send for the Abbf* Sol- 
dini, Almoner of the firnnd Commune; a 
nfin highly esteemed and of excellent cha- 
racter. 

This Abbe, being arrived; Mas three 
4 juartcrs of an hour, alone, svlth the King, 
Inhind fiis curtains; lie paxsed the greatest 
part of the night in the room; dnring si Inch, 
the King called for him several limb's. The 
Perc Desmarct* arriving during the night, »ya» 
also a long time srith the King. 

Tlie s.*sa»in renjained, for »”veral hour0, 
tn the Hall of the Onards; and, on luring 
transferred to jad, he sras trreraJ thrift in- 
trrrDgated, and examined br the Grand Vtfi* 
rest- lie appeared firm and tdlhout 

tl* fscr cf diatlu IS |^t is fiUh^rfa 

Vsrr£,or to be cade hji-TW'O, 



only a spirit of fanaticism ; for MWsieurs 
Mabbul and de Villeneuve have been expressly 
chosen to examine him as judges. The King 
declared that he pardoned him with all his 
heart ; that he would not interfere in the 
business, but that he made over all his au- 
thority to the Dauphin ; who would hold those 
councils that might be judged necessary, and 
would vote in them, and that he declared him 
his Lieutenant . (It is these terms; theSe ex- 
pressions ; and this confidence in a Prince, so 
jealous of his authority, which proves how far 
he was from ^ven credit to the horrible tales 
which were propagated bn this occasion.) His 
Royal Highness the Dauphin has assisted, for 
some time past, it is true, at the Council 
Board ; but has never given any vote. 
There have, been several Councils held on the 
present affair, in which he gives his opinion 
with a good deal of prudfence, oh all the 
points connected with it : but when other 
topics were attempted to be introduced, he 
observed that he could not decide on them,, 
as his powers only extended ' to what related 
to the assassination. In Council, it is always 
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flic King who decides, or who is supposed to 
deride, altfiough he gencmll}* gi'cs to 
the plurality of soicesj as the late King al- 
ways did. 

' His Royal Highness the Dauphin, as 
Representative of the King, has the power of 
deciding on ever}' thing relative to the present 
business ; but, on no account will lie take 
on himself to extend that poncr beyond it. 
As President of the Council, he collects tlicdif- 
ferent opinions; he gives his own ; but defers 
coming to a final decision, until he has the 
King** orders ; whereas he decides forthwith, 
in the unfortunate business that now occupies 
all our attention. 

He came to the bedside of Ins iSfajesty, 
this morning, and most afiectionately en- 
quired after him, and if>hc sufiered much 
pain, llie King answered him, “ 1 should 
KufiVr n grt*al deal more, my son, if a similar 
secidrnt had happened to yoa/* 


Which aflbrds an additional proof of the 



Kinj;'^s mil senltmonts of Ihc filial affeciioo 
of iIh* Datijihin. 

The Ci(j of Paris sends every day, tliroe 
or four times, to inquire after the King, 
and tlie Duke de Gesvres sends an account of 
his health, four times a day, to Monsieur le 
Provost of the Merchants. 

The day that the King was wounded, as 
soon as it was known, in the City, and that 
Monsieur dc Gesvres was going to set off to 
VersailFes, an immense concourse and crowd 
of people assembled in the court of his hotel, 
and at the gate, to inquire after’ the King; 
and, notwithstanding the rigour of the sea-' 
son, remained there until live in the morning, 
to wait the arrival of the second courier. M. 
dc Gesvres had a hre made for them hi the 
cotiil-yard, and in the street. The play-^ 
houses and places of public amusement were 
just sliut,when the newsbf the accident arrived, 
but since Twelfth-day fthe Joitr des Roes) 
therelias been no theatrical representations. M. 
leiDuc de Gesvres, and M, le Pr^v6t of theMer- 
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cbahts both afiirro, that the grcnlcit conslcr- 
tiation prevailed in Paris, and continued for a 
considerable time nftenvards. 

My Lord Arch Bishop has just ordered 
theprierrr rff quaranUhtures'; and newrarnM,** 
arc made to St. Genevieve, where the crowd 
of people is prodigious, and it is not with- 
out difficulty, that the Corporation, who go 
there every day, can get admission. The 
churches arc Hllcd; the lore, and the anx- 
iety of the people is as great as in 1741; at 
the time of the King’s illness. An unequi- 
vocal proof of these sentiments is, that, al- 
though it is always the custom at the sup- 
jwrs on Twelfth Night, svhen the slices of 
cake arc dr.nrn for, to cry aloud, The 
King drink*/' yet there s^as not n single 
tavern in all Paris, in which these cric^ 
of rnerrimeul were heard. It is from the 
Pr^tvAtof the Mcrehnnts that I have this infor- 
mation. r.venin prirate families, ihescparties 
worr nil pot otT, and I hr enting hotises svliich 
area ecus tom wl to sell a turkey to every shop- 
keeper on that day, wen* astonished to find 
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Iheir sfock n-nsnin upon tljoir knnds. The 
C'h.rk of ihe Cilj, having arrived Ijcrc for 
the pijrposo of expressing to the King, the 
j(»y of tfie C'ity of Paris on his recover}', 
hi. Ke. Due tie (lesvres introduced him to 
the King,' at the same time tlic head se- 
cretarv (Greiner'^) of the Parliament ofUouen 
arrived, sent to express to his Majesty, the 
alarm they had undergone at his accident, and 
to assure, him of the respect and attachment 
of that Body Ckirporafe. hlonsiLmr de Biche- 
Jieti, had already informed the King two or 
three times, that the Deputy from Rouen was 
waiting for admission to his presence, and 
Mou.sieur de Gesvres having also mentioned 
to his jMaj(?sty tliat the Deputy from Paris was 
likewise in attendance, the King gaveperniis-. 
sion for them, both to be introduced. They 
were admitted to the inside of thebalustradejf 
the secretary (Grcffier) from Rouen, made a 
very long harangue which the King did not in- 
terrupt, but placing himself in a sitting ^pos- 


• Greffiercle la Ville. 

t Tlie bed of the King of France V’as placed behind a ha* 
lustradc. 
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lure, ^Oicn the Deputy Iiad finislicd, lio re- 
I atn very u ell ; and do } ou inform my 
Parlinnicni llint the best thing they can do, is 
to gi\ e me proofs of their obedience/' Imme- 
diately afterwards, the Deputt* of the City 
of Paris came forward, and the King told him 
in the presence of the Deputy from Uuuen. 
**TrlI iny good City of Paris, that 1 am greatly 
pleased, l>oth with its zeal and a fleet ion for 
mj' person, and convey to it the assurances of 
my protection and my friendship/* U must be 
rcmcinbcrcrl that, at this time, the Parliaments 
were nearly in a state of disobedience and revolt. 
The conduct of the States of Brittany, on this 
occasioiY, docs them the highest honour. There 
had been great opposition made to the regis- 
tcringof the second twenticthf; andalthough 
It as agreed upon that the province should 
gitc a certain sum in lieu of those new taxes, 
xet they had refused tomahetliis sum good, be- 
cause !he\ acre rcsolrcd not to jus these taxes 
in ant shajw* The news of the King** uotincf, 
has giien a total change to the public mind 

• Ttc Grr?)fT» « «>f IW 

M 




162 


in Brittany. The States have written to Mon- 
sieur <lc St, Florcntin, “ that there would be 
no longer any opposition on their part to the 
payment ; that thej^ were ready to shew their 
obedience to the King, in any thing he might 
require from them, and wished for nothing 
more ardently than to give him proofs of their 
fidelity, their attachment and respect, insaci'i- 
ficing their properties and even their lives for 
his service/' They send four deputies, wdioare , 
expected to arrive to morrow; this happy 
change docs honour to the nobility of Brittany, 
of whom, the greatest part of the States are 
composed. 

At the same time it must be allowed, that 
Monsieur le due d'Aiguillon, and the Bishop 
of Rennes who are equally zealous, have 
turned the existing circumstances, and the 
effect they have produced on the public 
mind, to the best possible account. Every 
one gives Monsieur d’ A iguillon credit, for hav- 
ing conducted himself, since his arrival in 
Brittany, with the most unremitting attention, 
and with all the abilities and capacity possible', - 
as well in those matters which concern the 
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Wilitnrr department, as in tfiosc irliicli relate 
to the interior regnlalions ♦of the province; 
(lie «'aN^’ uav in sUiich he gets through hi* 
budnc's; the time he demotes to it, and his 
polite address ; havegiten him a claim to the 
thtcdiumd friendshipof nil Urittany. (Inrite 
Ihii on Sunihr the 9th January 1757^. , 

!Ii% Uo}a1 High ness the Dauphin thisdn}* 
gnre a proof of Ids goodness, that will he very 
grateful to the fcclingsof the Bretons. Since he 
ha> lulojdtd the practice of dining in public, 
tin re isalnuTfcan immense crowd of sjwjctators 
at his dinners; in the mid:>t of this crowd, he 
perceixed the Marr]ui$ of Pdulpri, a man of 
qu.dtt t ill Brittany, whom he had some slight 
ktion ledge of, hut to whom ptrhnps he had 
nerci hi ore >jH)krn, and nddressing himself 
to him, u^kt-i! him ** If there wa< any tiling 
new fnim Jlritfany?" Afonsleur dc Boulpri 
having rijdie.i th it HU Highness prohahlymust 
hare been infoinu-doflhe De]iutalion. *Mti* 
on that topic Iwidi tos^xak toyou," said the 
Dauphin, ♦* and to txprws to jou the great 
plrasureit hatgiien nu*, to hear of the nohle 
conduct of the sUtci which 1 sliall neter 
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the remem bernnee of, and I beg you lo let 
tlumi know nhaJ Isny, that I siudl never for« 
get itr 


7'he first Pref;ident,niul all ihcPrcsldcnis a 
Moriicr,’^ came Ibis day to make their inquiries 
after the King. 7'liere have been two or three 
Cotinsellors of tiic Grand Chambre, of the 
number of those who had given in their resig- 
nation, that liave rcciuestcd to be included, by 
n special, commission in the number of Judges 
:ij>|)ointed to enquire into the assassination. 
There is little probability that their- oiler 
will be accepted, the King being still very 
much displeased at tlieir disobedience. There 
are already twenty five Judges belonging to 
the Grand Chambre; that is to say,‘ ten Pre- 
sidents, twelve Councellors, and three hono- 
rary Members, from wlucli number, if four of 
the Clergy are set aside, (who cannot take part 
in any criminal trial, even where the King is 
concerned ; on account of its being contrary 
to the canons of the church, for them to pass 


* So called fromtlie shape of their caps, 
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tcnlcncc on crimmals), there still remains 
twentj'-one, wJiich is more than a sufficient 
xnimhcrfor the purpose. 

It is but too true, that this wrote! icti 
saffiip, nt the time he was in the guard room 
of the Uegiment of Guanls, said, ** Look to 
the safetr of IL 11. II. the Daupliin,*' These 
srords sverc heard by every one w!jo was 
present. M. d’Armcntiercs, who hapj>cncd 
to be there at the time, told me he heard 
them; and it is said, that he added,-** if you 
take nny interest in his preservation but I 
am not quite so certain of these last svords. 

It was in flu* guard room that they held 
the soles of lu»ft*et to tlie fire, in the hopes of 
extorting a confession from him ; and to pre- 
rent Iiim from moring his legs, they held them 
foreIl>ly snth the longs ; srhich 1>ctiig red hot 
at the time, orcaiioned two rer/ large uounds, 
si Inch, had he Ihed, troiiM bas e rendered 
him lame for life. Hehas'had a violent fever, 
and frars have been entertained of hi* reco- 
rrrr. The person* who were present at tin* 
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horrible attack on the King, have all beeii 
hnmnoned as %vitnesse.s on his trial. The 
phjsicians and surgeons have also been sum- 
moned, as to the state of the nound, and all 
tlic depositions have been taken down in 
writing, as being of the first importance. 
The prisoner is now ascertained, to be in a 
state that leaves no inlfne'diate fear for his 
life. lie is in a bed, with irons on his hands' 
onlj; for it is impossible to put them on his 
legs, on account of his wounds. ..The sheets, 
in which. he lies, are seWed together; yet, 
notwithstanding this precaution, , he threw 
himself out of the bed, to-day, and dmrt him- 
self verj much. He has a guard constantly 
over him, in his room; and the exterior of 
the prison is guarded by thirty soldiers from 
the French Guards, and twentjf from the 
Swiss. M. Ic' Due de, Biron is .personally 
responsible for- bis , escape, or for his being 
rescued. He went to^see him yesterday; 
the officer commanding' this guard, has the ^ 
liberty of going into, the room, whenever , he 
-thinks proper, to . satisfy himself that the 
■ prisoner . is safe. This .villain is a native of the 
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rrovincc of Arlok He first Itno^ni by 
lltc name of Damiens, nnd ln<; first outset, st-as 
in the situation of n sonant in the Jesuits 
College; lie rcojllccts KC^cral' persons who 
were then scholars there ; he has since that 
time, been in the serucc of fourteen or fifteen 
masfen*’, ; and sometimes took the name 
of Lc IVbvrc ; sometimes that of Flamnnd ; 
under which last-mcntioned name, lie served 
in the Tainitj' of iMndame de Sainte Reuse. 
Madame dt* Sninte Reuse was xcry well satis- 
fied with him, as ho was attentive, and 
svrotc a very fine hand. 

M.dcMarigny however, when as a fre* 
rjuent visitor in the family, was struck y\ith 
the horrid physiognomy of this man,' nnd 
ndvisctl Madame de St. Reuse to «?nd him 
away: which she did. Some time after, nt the 
dwir of the Opera House, this wretch came 
and begerd charity at the carriage door, in a" 
most insolent manner. She drew' up the 
glass ; lint the scoundrel broke it and another 
glas\also^ by flinging stones at them ; and even 
since that time, when M. de Marigny went 
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to JMadame de St. Reirse^s, he threw stoned 
at the windows, and behaved in such a 
manner, that a complaint was -made, to 
Monsieur Berryer., the Lieutenant bf-PoIice, 
who sent a gu wd there, to ; prevent his out- 
rages ;for a length of time, rio more was heard 
of this man ; but, during the last journey of 
the Court to Fontainebleau, -M. de Marigny 
received: a letter from him,, whereih he in- 
formed him,' “ that he was dying for want,' and 
that from despair,, he' had thrown himself 
into thC: sea; but had been taken out.*' At 
the time of his arrest .however, there were 
found on him four or five-and-twenty louis, in 
gold, and .five' or six: in. silver. He was. asked 
“iWhere he got this money from?” and his an- 
sWer w'as,“That he had sold an estate, which 

bel0n4^'4:o him, in his province, and that he : 

\ V 

rec^fed for ^t , seven or :eight hundred livres.” 
Exclusive of the alarming expression’ he used 
respejcting/the Dauphin, it has been remark- . 
ed,’ that in, his answers, he generally makes 
use of the term” lFe^”:and at the first moment 
of his being seized, when he was asked, if he 
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(lOtli of Jnniiarj) and tlie King has resunied 
his usual amusements. 

The Deputies from the States of Britfanj 
luiving arrived this morning, the King re- 
cived them, (the curtains at the bed’s feet 
being rvithdrmrn) presented bj M. Je Due 
de Penthievre, and M. de Saint Florentin. 
M. the Bishop of Quimper (Amiibal de 
Cuille) was the spokesman ; his speech was 
very nervous. The Deputation spoke from 
the outside of the balustrade of the Kind’s 
Bed. . ' 


“ I had no need of this new proof, to be 
certain of the atFection of my subjects of the 
Province of Brittany,” said the King, “ you 
may assure' them that the sentiments they 
have manifested are inscribed, on my heart.” 

\The Breton Deputies waited yesterday, 
(the ^th) on the Queen. She told them “ She 
had learned, with the greatest satisfaction, the 
conduct of tlie States of Brittany ; and that 
she felt grateful ,to them, from the ' bottom 

V * 
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fif lifr SIjc Mir<l tran; in 'making 

tlu< TTplr. Nor did iMndame cxjtrcf-^, with 
Im w?ndbi!itr, hpr ftH‘lingKonMhat the Stalw 
had done. She said 5 Ci.trrdaj, ** <\\t x\tdie«l 
f-lio nllntonnc/' The King, wishing to 
lirttow n particular mark of nttrntioii to the 
nrrlonii, installed, ie<;lcnkiy, (in his d rising 
gosvn.) M.dcMomnd, n Knight of St. Louis. 
Tliis iM. dc Moraml n as deputed on the part 
of the nobility ;♦ he is Coione! of the QurenV 
Ilegimcnt of Dragoons, 

The letters ipatent for the removal of 
this ssretchwl nssnsvin, s\iU h© expedited 
dilftl to.inorrou ,1o ihcGrand-Chambre; they 
nonld ha\c been sent before, but it sras ron- 
shlentHl most ftdsi>ab!e to let the trial go on 
nillmul intcrAriiig with the intrstigations 
that still continue* to he made into this dn-ad*- 
/ir? irfCvfrrpr. dny eomorfr^rc? trrfAm 

the precinct* of the Court, come* under the 
juri»diction of the Prormt. 

Tlw Grand Prf tiit has the rivrht of trying' 
the criminal. The Court of ihr* »* a 
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tribunal, Composed of a great number of 
odicers ; and Letters Patent are necessaryj to 
authorise the taking the prisoner from the tri- 
bunal that has the natural right .of trying_ 
him, and sending him before the Grand 
Chambre. ' The rule in these cases -is, that 
the prisoner is delivered to the jail of the Cpn- 
ciergerie, but this man, as guilty of high 
iYensorii 'f Leze MajesteJ will be placed in the 
Tower of Montgomery, which was, on a simi- 
lar occasion, the, prison of the wretched Ra- 
vaillac. He will be constantly under. the 
eye of tw'o ■ Serjeants of the; Guardsj who . 
will never leave : ; him, but who wilL even 
take their meals in his room. Orders have 
also been given, that he .sliall have the, same 
food, as they have,' to prevent, a possibility of 
his being poisoned. - There ; are, other, plans 
also talked of for the meals of the; Serjeants 
and Soldiers of the Guards, under whose cus- 
tody this wretch is to be placed,,- ' ; > • * > > 

A trial of this kind in the Grand Cham-/ 
bre, IS always held under, the direction of four 
persons : the . First- President ; a President - a 
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Morticr; the Reporter; and another Coun- 
wllor, tvho is called the n\atigtliste, ^Uiose 
buslitm it ist to examine, with the most 
ficmpnlous exactness, nil the difTerent docu- 
tnents relative lo the trial. The Counsel- 
lors, s\ho arc IZ^clesiasijcs, nmj- assist at a 
criminal trial ?/r/ore cons'iction; hut, when 
sentence of death is to be pronouncetl, 
Iher must withdmu*. The Killings being in 
the Grand Chnmbre, not only the Presidents 
and honorary Counstllopt may attend ; but 
oUo four Mnstcni of Requests ; this number 
must not be cxceedctl ; for if a fifth should 
come in, tlie junior one must isithdraw. 

, exclusive of the ini esligntions and the infer* 
mattonsa Inch have already lieen procured by 
the PmvoxtV 0»nrl,* M. le I’rincc dc Croy, 
(svhose zeal for wlmti ver regartU the person, or 
thcMTvict^ of the Kingisoithout bounds,) has 
been to Arms, wbere be Yiav spared no pains in 
'CoReclintreverj infonnation, and from whence 
be hassrni a very jiarticular and rirenrostan- 
fiat account of ererr tiling m peeling this 
assassin . 






This fcotiiuM brought up at a 
ni /h'll'i'xc: be lias, been in (bitty' 
or forty (UOorent situations ; discarded by 
iilh other masters he wan in the 

f:tryice of a rich merchant, of the name of 
UlitcheU, now at St. Petersburg, from whom 
he stole two hundred Louis. He was taken, 
and one hundred and sixty Louis were found 
upon Iiim ; liis master seeing no chance 
of recovering the rest, and not wishing to 
hang him, turned him away. The wretch 
enlisted three times, and eacli time deserted 
from his Corps. He has a wife, and a 
daughter, who liave been brought to Paris. 

At the Sittings of the 12th, at the open- 
ing of which, Monsieur de Dufas wa sintro-' 
duced, as Duke and Peer of France, there 
were only about sixty J udges ; twenty of whom 

were Princes of the Blood ; that is to say, the 

\ 

w'hole of the Princes of the Blood, were present 
except the Comte de Charolois, who being 
subject to swimmings in the head, cannot re-^ 
main for any length of time in a close rooni:' 

I do not include the legitimated Princes, for 



nitliough tticj* cnjcy the fionoursof Princes of 
tlic BIcxhI, yet in pArlinment they have not 
the distinction of crossing the floor,* for which 
reason they do not Attend. 

« There sverc on the same day tivcnty-Pcers 
of Prance present, nineteen only of 'whom re* 
innined, Monsieur le Marechal do Uichelicu, 
being obliged to give his deposition asn svltncss 
of thcnwissination, svithdrew after the intro- 
duction of the Due of Duras ; out of ^respect 
to the law, sshich does not permit a man to be 
both witness, nnd judge. There svcrc twelve 
presidents n Morticr, compriring two honorary 
ones ; three Masters of Pequests ; and tlio 
rest sverc Counsellors of Honour, Presidents, 
and honorary Counsellor* of Unquiry nnd lie- 
quest*, or Counsellors of the Grand Clmnibro. 
Immesliately after the reception was over, 
’without quitting the place, the sittings con- 
tinued! in the feats below, the Coiinsellon 


rrtfcdt t j f t tit Pnfictt its Sitioi 
JL,mi}y le Uutwv 

t D«Li l« i-tfn U*. 
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niul lhcIIonovaries,were in the seats above, ^but 
only on the left side of the Hall,the entrance of 
wbch is t o the right of the seat of the King. The 
places to the left, could not be occupied, be- 
cause there is a sort of covering above the 
place of the President a Mortier in the seats 
belowi %vhich would entirely hide those who 
should be placed in that part which is to the 
left of tlie King’s seat. The proceedings com- 
menced ; the Reporter of the trial is Monsieur 
Severe; the second Reporter is Monsieur Pas- 
quier, who tills the office stiled Evangelist; 
consultations were held on the steps to be taken 
to procure information from the father, ’ the 
brother and the sister in law, the. sister, and 
the brother in law, the wife and the daughter 
of the villain Damiens. AlP these relatives 
had been arrested, and taken to the Bastile, 
but it was necessary to, pass a decree to that 
purpose, before they could- be judicially in- 
terrogated; f ' 1 c .... 

Monsieur Severe had scarcely began speak- 
ing when the Prince de Conti proposed, that' 

** Dun lesjeiges hants. 



before niiy lliins? I lie procottJinf^i 

of tlH‘ /V<rViVc of VcrsnUle*! sliould be rcatl ; 
tlic«* proceedings %\crc ^ory voluminous nnd 
ttill tlrnvvn up; and at the instance ol the 
Prince do (’onti, they were read by Monsieur 
PaMpiirr^ assisted by Monsieur Titon. The de- 
positions of all the uilmtsses were also read ; 
the letter dictated by the wretch to Monsieur 
Illoi, nxeinpt of the Vrhvtc nnd addressed to 
the King; nnd the Ibt of seven names miicc 
fnenlionrdbv him to the said Plot; lK)th these 
papers signed b\ Uamient, as ncll as all the 
difTcreMt intfrmgalories without exception, 
were read ; these readings occupietl a space of 
nearly four hours ; including the procci dings 
at Paris, sliire the confinement of Damiens in 
ll.e T ‘ovrer of Montgomery, Amongst I lie 
latter, is ah interrogators which rvceivctl the 
htglu'st commendation, l)cingdr;iuu up with 
llie grrate^t shill and |W'rspiciiity. 'I’hese Infor- 
inationshav ing been n^ad.MonsirurScv ere tnade 
bt« trj»ort of the reasons that existed forissuing 
drrrrrs of accusation agnimi therrbtions of 
Damirns; the*** rra^ons being gttne into, seven 
decree* were piououncrtl against them. The 

N . 
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next subject was a formal accusation against a 
lawyer, for language too horrible to repeat, 
made use of by him at a dinner where ten or 
twelve other persons were assembled ; language 
hOwever,which evidently proceeded from a weak 
and ill-informed man, infuriated, with passion. 
This business was very warmly debated ; and 
was put to the vote ; the plurality of voices were 
against pronouncing a decree of arrest against 
him ; and the inforniations on this score were 
ordered to be continuedi. Had the decree passed 
fprarresting him, it certainly would have been 
a just one, for too many examples cannot be' 
made of persons holding language of this sort,- 
which if not taken notice of, there would be 
no end to, and the language held by this 
lawyer, certainly merited severe punishment. - 
The next subject^ "was the statement which the 
Prince de Croy had sent to the Gourt, con- 
taining all the information and discoveries 
which he had been able to make at .Arras, 
(where he went on purpose ;) and in all the 
province of Artois, relati ve to the conduct of 
this ruffian during the time he resided there, 
immediately before his coming to Versailles: 
it was then four o’clock in the afternoon; 
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Qtitl tlieflclHirmtion on tliU bcatl wa.5 drfcrhsl 
toihc next which fixed for Satur- 

day the 10th. 

«• 

The aUeuded tUU lUliug, with- 
out either summons, invitation, or notice 
lieinj^ gf>rn to them. They had been rc- 
quevtcfl fontlcnd by Monsieur Ic Duede Du- 
rat, on that day Saturday lilth, nnd that Kaine 
day (Saturday) ni the clo*« of the Sitting?, 
MoiiHirur Ic Due d’Orleans, was asked what 
hour svould he cousenient for him to attend 
nl the Pal.ace, on tlie followin" Saturday (the 
loth). He lixetl the hour for eight o'clock in 
the morning, nnd nil the Peers unanimously 
agrml punctually to attend. 

Monde ur le Prince de Conti vs^s extirmc- 
Ir ptn^ring that (he rau«-s sshicli Iwl (o this 
tis^avvlualion, tbould be searched iuto, auid 
that errrj* povsihle means slioiild Iw? uted to 
discos er the accomplices of Damiem. 

nds Prince sva* |tafticnlarly desirous, 
that the strictest pertjuivitious should be made 

N 2 
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on Flanders, that the business might be traced 
to its source; for he observed that it would 
be highly improper, to suffer . France to 
remain in ignorance of the' motives which 
led to an attempt of this nature ; he animad* 
verted on the want of information, in their 

proceedings, as to what had been the con^ 

— ' ' 

duct of the criminal in Flanders, 'and.the neces- 
sity of -making the most minute enquiries into 
every thing respecting him; adding, that it 
was impossible that.this wretch should not have 
formed his. infamous project before that period ^ 
of . 'time, between the 31st of . December, to 
the 5th of January ; that it was proved he had . 
said whilst in this province, “ that if he went 
to Paris, and lost his life there, the first per- 
sonage in the world would perish also and 
that it was impossible in an affair of this con- 
sequence’, that the accomplices, should have, 
given their confidence to' this man, in the 
small space of five days; The Prince of Conti 
concluded by saying, “ Remember that it. 
would be a bitter and severe reflection on the 
judges, if the criminal either during -his tor- 
tures, or -in dying, should reproach them with, 
their want of zeal and activity, by pointing 
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otil necfimplicfi in tliat count rr, alonr* 

llicy can rmsonntily expected to he fottnd : 
ns to myw‘ift 1 »1iotild noergrt the better of 
tin* nngtiisb of mind ] sbotild be plungttl in, 
if nnotlier attempt of this «i.ort &IiouId bo made 
from my not having thortnighly Irn instigated 
the existing and unknown motives, uhichled 
to tlie pre^rnl/* 

Tutnly-one soles s^cre for making fur* 
ther investigations in Handers, sshibt forts -fisc 
St ere against it, and for going on directh stitli 
the trial; as an additional reason for st Inch, it 
Stas obvecsed that the henUti of the ts retell was 
declining, and that it tt*as probable he ttould 
Ih: dead brfote the imcstigation stould be 
COmph'trfl. 

Hie Prince do Conti, after hi« motion 
ssa* lost, observed, that hU attachment to the 
ivotsonof the King, and to the iranquiUity of 
the ftato, st-ashUorils motive fur hating pro- 
|>OMxl it ; he»aid, ** that il stas nilli great re- 
gret he found that it stasnot adopKxl, but that 
be jvt rsiittd, fiolniihtianding the plurality of 

N a 
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Tbices wer6 against him, believing his opinion 
the only one adapted to the occasion, and that 
it was unfortunate both for the Kingdom and 
the Monarch, that it had not been adopted. 

In the second sitting which was held the 
day before jesterdaj (the I9th February), it 
was proposed that the informations, taken on 
the very extraordinary discourse of the little 
descoufflet, a female boarder at the Convent 
of St. Joseph, should be read. The Prince de 
Conti again opposed this motion, and moved 
that the memorial of Monsieur de .Croy, (of 
which I before spoke) should be first read ; it 
was objected, not only at this time, but during 
the course of the sitting, that this memorial 
alluded to, was not only extremely long, but 
could not be looked on as constituting a part 
of the trial, being without any judicial form ; 
that it was the mere cfTect of the zeal and at- 
tachment of hlonsieur le Prince de Croy for 
the person of the King, but that in a Court of 
Justice, no attention could be paid to it ; that 
it was in four different parts, which hod been 
sent one after the other by hlonsieur de Croy, 



in proportion ns he made nnjr discoveries, but 
that those four jmrts not being immediately 
connrrird one ivith the other, required rcsi- 
»ing before they could be made use of; that 
the rcridon )md been made, by n faithful ex- 
tract, under the inspection of Monvjeur Pas- 
quier; that t!ir reading of this extract srould 
be Midicient, in as much as the facts conlninetl 
in this memonal, could throw no new, or in- 
teresting light on the causes, which le<l to this 
nssnesination, since the s illain stho |>erpctrated 
it, had been sluring all that time occupiest in 
biding himself, to avoid thcscarch of the Police 
and to preserve himself from being taken up 
forthetheft, he bad committetlon Monsieur 
Michel, a rich merchant, sihose servant he 
had been. This Monsieur Michel arrived here 
lately from Petersburgb ; and must be n 
very strong and hardy man, as he performesl 
the jnuniey in eighteen days, in sledges and 
common post carriages, witltout even a single 
servant. 

Monde ur Pawjuier, in addition to these 
reasons, asserted, “ that he had made his cx* 
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tract from tlie original memorial of M. dc 
Croy ; but that this original was no longer in 
his hands; that he had oiiiy a cop3% which 
was not certified to be a true one.’" But the. 
Prince de Conti still persisting in its being 
read, it was* ])ut to the vote. Had' the read- 
ing of it, been decided on at first; it would, 
perhaps, have, taken little more than three 
hours to go through it ; and nearly two hours 
had been spent, ' in deliberating whether it 
should be read or not. Several of the Judges 
made long speeches; and IheVe was a variety 
of opinions as to the time of reading it; on 
the necessity, or inutility of having it read ; on 
the preference of the extract to the original ; 
on the necessity making it, (^by the usual 
forms,) an official document, before it could be 
read. There were several divisions on this me- - 
morial arid, at last; it was determined to defer 
the discussion of this point, till after the read- 
ing the pri'ncipaT papers of tlie jproceedingsr 
The next point entered on, was the infor- 
mations and interrogations in the business of 
the Convent of St. Joseph ; a very singular 
affair, and which seemed to require the issu-; 



hijj n T^nrrnnt for tlic n|>prt1trn«ion of tho 
lioartlrr *ri>coiifitc*t, who hri'? bcrn iTmo>ct1 
fmm St. Joiii’pl^'nml placed in n Conrcnt al 
St. there not bcinp n Convent in 

l*ari< lliut would receive her. NolnritlKtand- 
itij; the •‘Ironj: nppnimnct^ against her, only 
an ortfer ftjr her examination sva-s rcsolvctl 
on; after sshicli, mention ssns made of a 
comepvatinn luartl cterrn yean W«re, hy n 
man siho ix now nctii.illy in Pari<, aged 
eiphiy-fiie the particular exprcs^iorn 

made use of in sshich, vere thtaiifnU luit havu 
no ininudiatc relation to the present business. 
In n political point of siess, it is jKissiblc some 
information might Iwdraw n from it, but nothing” 
ofany unlit s ,in the matter now I>cforc tlicCourt. 
MonsitnrSt lere.nnd MonsicurPawpiit r,pavr in 
their report, of the mtiTrotratoriesof those, who 
were onlernl to be exanniUTl, in the preced- 
ing Sitting. hebmin<»in which the lawyer 
In fore-iuf ntiomHl ssas implicated, a ml on svhicfi 
the Pn>c«iTur(»eneral (Attomci (ttneral) had 
pisen tn* opinion, s\as also discuswtl ; iho 
extreme lirentiou^ness of the language made 
use of scemttl to require a deerto for taking the 
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author into custody; nevertheless it was only 
decided to continue a further enquiry into the 
subject. Two interrogatories of the assassin were 
also read; one, that had taken place several 
days before, and of which mention has already 
, been made, as containing nothing interesting, 
the criminal having always replied, “ that he 
would not give any answer and which was 
only read, to show the questions that had been 
put to him. The second interrogatory had 
taken place the evening before (the 18 th of 
this month) ; the questions put to him turned 
principally on the memorial of M. de Croy ; 
he answered several of them. The examina- 
tion lasted for seven hours. The reading of 
this memorial of M. de Croy, was again 
proposed ; it was then three o’clock in the 
afternoon, and the Sitting had continued from 
eight in the morning ; but was broke up 
from the extreme coldness of the w'eather ; as 
on the preceding Sitting, it was agreed to ad- 
journ to the Friday following ; that, if neces- 
sary, the Sittings might be continued on the 
Saturday. 
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The Sillinpi of the Porliamcnt com* 
mencfcl llii*? #l3v, ofn /joarter pan right, nnd 
the further irurstipntitin of the triiil itn* pro* 
crctlrdon. It had hern rrimlvctl in the last rat* 
lings, to go on srilh the information, in the 
Losinrs^ of St. am! a n'port teas this 

dav given in, of nhat had been «Ione in con- 
»e<|tience: il vms tliercforr nccco^rv to refer 
to nhat hadalrf.ad^' !>ren related of this mat* 
ter. The more it tms looked into, the mere 
iin^nhr it appearrtf ; and there remains 
no doubt of the little d'l^coufilet baring 
•pokrii on \Vr<lnrsda 3 ' the 5tli, (the dar of 
the asvissi nation,) ihcscnords '* T/te AVng sr, 
er triil //r «Mcr«inafrrf nbieli sserc treated 
as fnlsehnods, or the idle prattle of n eliild, 
asnellby bcr*>clf, in her eTamination, os by 
tolbrr». Hot lilts fprrcb, i« neTcrtlicIess srorthy 
of attention, and to get more complrtelr into 
the troth of the btiiinev*. ami, if pof^ible, to 
grt a! a kilOH ledge of what gave occasion to it, 
it vras rc*olsftl that this little girl should be 
nrrr\te{l. This nt east! re Iteing pat in force, on 
the i^fjimition of the Alforney Crneral, the 
artrst of the two si*.ter» of d*!lscon0]et, aod 
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of another boarder at St. Josephs, a great in- 
timate of this little girl’s, was discussed ; there 
W'as a diversity of opinions, but that ofM.Pel- 
letier de Rosambo w'as adopted ; which was, 
to suspend all further proceedings against 
these different persons, until it should be seen, 
by the examination of the little d’Escoufflet, if 
there really were grounds for issuing-an arrest 
against them. After this point was settled, a 
report was made of several requisitions of the 
Attorney General, founded on different infor- 
motions communicated to him by memorials, 
letters, and in various vvays, tending to prove 
conversations w’hich afforded ground for sus- 
pecting the existence of a conspiracy ; these re-- 
qu’isitions occasioned very long debates ; some 
of them appearing worthy of attention, and- 
others, having no connection with the trial.' 
One of the last points, on which there was a 
long conversation, without a regular debate, 
was an expression, which was made use of by 
the Abbe de'la Chapelle, a man of eighty-' 
five years of, age; and of which, Monsieur 
Zalusky, Grand Referendary of -Poland, had, 
some knowledge ; an expression, not having” 



any immwlintd reference to the a«nuina. 
lion; liul ntiicli, ne%crtl>Hf^5, pur caiur 
for jo<t «»!niicion ; llir tlifijcully wnurt 
lo Ik* tlir »ettlin^ thr »lc|n neers-mry to lio 
tnkrn in llnsnnair. !c I*rincr ilc Conti 
faitl, “hr n*a» particularly ncfjuainicd ^%illi 
the Graml Ueferendary ; bccaiuo Int GramU 
father, or (5rand Unde hail been Tcry much 
atincheil, and iiUerc^lcil himself ^rry greatly 
in the lju»incv« of ht< ancestor, thr Urincr of 
Conti, nt thr lime of his election as Kinrc of 
Poland ; that it sTonId Ik* a most painful cir- 
cumstance to M. Zalusky, to rccciic a sum- 
mons togise testimony as to «hal hr kneu of 
this matter. Other cxjH*dienS sreru then 
thought of ; and the Prince dc Conti even of* 
fcml, that the omitting lo mention thc<?ra«d 
Tleferendary, sliould have tlic sanction of his 
name. 

There is little prohabilily, that thi* inres. 
tigaiinn siill throw any material light on this 
budnrts; hut as, in anatTair of this magni- 
tude, notinng should be negleetri!, that mar 
lead to a discouiy of thcsccompiices, it will. 
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of course be proceeded with, and it was in 
conformity with this principle, on which 
(he members of the Court were unani- 
mous, that other measures have also been pro- 
posed, which although extra-judicial, yet still 
mei-it attention. One of the Counsellor's also, 
gave in a report, that two persons whom he 
was unacquainted with, but who appeared to 
him respectable people, had informed him, 
that they knew two individuals in Normandy, 
who were acquainted with the motives that led 
to this assassination, and also added, that they 
had given him the names of the persons. This 
information was too vague, and uncertain to 
-be acted upon ; but it Was decreed that all 
those who should learn any tidings of the 
parties, or causes, concerning this assassination, 
should communicate to the Attorney General 
whatever information they might receive 
whether by letter or otherwise, that he might 
make such use of them, as in his prudence and 
wisdom he might judge necessary ; that all irre- 
lative informations should be omitted; as they 
would only serve to retard the final judgment of 
the ttial ; risque losing the life of' the criminal, 
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wito t» in tk »Utc of nipiil tlecnr, and from irljora 
bjrllic force of tort uro,itU lioj>cdmuchinforma* 
lion maj^cl be procured ; cxclasitc of whicb, 
nil tb«c dcla« give birth to a variety of dU« 
cuc^ion^t con^Trationjk, and idle falsehoods 
svliich srerc already but too nuincrows, and it 
is important to put n stop to and to cfTacc if 
|>osst!ilr, errn the Tcry idea and recollect ion 
of to horrible an attempt on the life of the 
Soxrrcign. The Silting lias bwn adjourned to 
next >VedncMlay» the 0th of tliis month. 

'Hie Sittings commenced this day at a 
iittle past eight o'clock; Monsieur Ic Due 
d'Aigoillontrho is latch arrived from Brittany 
sras prevent; the first nflhir which occupied 
the Court, \rat that of Chapclle, the Priest 
of eiphty*(i\c tiearvof age, who it was aivricd 
bad revealed to the Grand Hefereudary of 
Poland, Monvicur Zalusky, aplotngainit the 
life of the King, it was through a Sadler at 
Pari#, that the information was receirtti, which 
rnahled the matter to be Iraceil to its oounre. 
Tlie llrferrndarT who •eems to be rrry inti- 
mate with the Prince de Conti, bad no ob- 
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jection, that the conversation which the Abbe 
Ciuipelle had related to him, should be men- 
tioned, but lie would not suffer his name to 
be brought forward in the business. On a 
thorough investigation it appeared, that it was 
a mere repetition of a conversation, which 
the said Abbe Chapelle pretends he heard 
eleven years ago, a conversation would 

have i given birth to disputes . with Foreign 
Powers^ without being of the least utility in the 
present business ; on nhich account it was re- 
solved to take no notice of it. The Reporters 
next gave an account of the interrogatories 
which hadbeen made in the affair of St. Joseph, 
in consequence of the decree passed during the 
last Sittings, the former depositions were obli- 
ged to be read over. I have twice spoken of 
this affair, and I have mentioned that the girl 
who said while enterning the Convent, “ The 
King is, or will be assassinated this evening,” 
is a boarder in that Convent, of the age of 
thirteen or fourteen, of the- name of d’Es- 
confflet ; and that it was to another girl of the 
same age with herself, who was also a boarder 
in that Convent, and her intimate friend, that 
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tlii*5 U'a< mailr in a !on* tone ol votcp, 

brptjiitf; her not f«» rrnrat shn told 

hrr, fhonhl he srohicd if s»he did, her 

having »trifllj- forbid Iirr to *ay a 
tvord fthou! the matter. 'I'he material jK»int 
to r^tahlidi in tln^ huMne*.^, is «Iictlier this 
aW’rtmii ssas made on Wednesday the 5l!i or 
on 'rhurwlay theCtli. 'Hds little d’I'*-con filet 
has two slstem, one married to the .>\lde*Mnjor 
of ihf* Invalids, setose name is Monsieur de la 
Condrr ; and the oltier, is a bmirdcr in the 
('oturnt of tlie IVtites Cortlclieres, «Iio goes 
under her OSS n family name, tmt "ssho is saul 
to In* marriul, and livin:? fcoparalc from her 
husband. In the course of the evaminalion, 
It «p|)«ar!* that the fister, svhoni the little 
tVl'ieoufilct had besm sblllnt;, and ssho 
ftrictls enjoined her to >eerery, is’Mad.sine dc 
la Coudn*, although she is only mentionetl in 
revrnilof the interrogatories of the liltlottirl, 
by the name of her sister ; It had Ihto Wfore 
prtsjMKet! in the last sittings, that Mndaniedc 
laCVodfv“ should he taken intocustodi, but 
there ss as a difierrnre of opinion on that score, 
and it ssas determines! hy aimjority <tf soic-s, 
O 
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that asummoi>s should be issued for hei exa- 
mmation. In this Sitting however, the proofs 
appeared so strong against her, that a resolu- 
tion for. her being taUep into, custody, was. 
passed almost unanimously* ' 

, It w'as with reluctance, this measure waS; 
resolved on ; as Madame de la Cpudre is th ree 
months .gone >yilh child;; it .was also , debated', 
\yhether the little Geoffrey . should not als6.be 
taken into custody, upon the grounds, that, 
from the speech, of the, little d’Escoufflet, 
she was acquainted with the attempt against 
the King, from Wednesday the 5tli, at half-; 
past, three: pr, half-past four ,(as to the.varia-rl 
tionof the hour that, is of little; consequence);' 
and that- she;,never-spokepfi it, till; the :12th, 
-when she was exainined ; there was much, dif-; 
'^h^^ce of opinion on this point, and the;resQr; 
^utioi^pr taking.liei; into custody^ wasi only, 
carried by a rpajority.,of thirty-one> to, twenty-; 
seven.., , ; :■ ■. - ■ •' 

It wopld appear jby this: statemen.tj that, 
there were only fifty-eight; judges, but it is . 



t<i tif il!)^•nitl ilint in cuuntiilg i?u' i1»e 

limlJjf'Hk i» I;nr, lht‘ fnllHr, niitJ iln* M^n, nrc 
nnl)' rtckoned \otf, ttinn liny oa 

titM^itiH’ fcide ; for iii<.Ujha ; tliu fiKl’iWitlt at 
nfaVAfon'^lcnr iInJMatrpon,!n<i <(>n, ait coimUil 
ho! nnt- lult* ; Mon^icnr Jr Dae ilU)rJ{anv. 
AfOnMiar Jr I’rinrtMlr t'onti, ntuV Moaxicur 
Ic* Co nut** <!r la Marclir, arc ctinntrtl hut a< tiur 
>otr; Mon«irur Ir Trlncf^'dr Conli,ahd Mon* 
«rur Ir Pna^r ilr SoahiM'lws f.ilhcr in' Ian% 
hut as tirjiMotr; niul jifthV ^.iinranuucr^Mon- 
>ir«t It* I)ur cWir\, ahd Alonsiriir' ]<* Due 
irAutin hut out*. '1 hr Irlij^th oClIirsi? «!c* 
hatrs, nnd thi* rxrrs^^jta tsiltliics^t of the ura- 
tJirr, uhll^ttt the' Silting tn ailjonrh for tur 
purjMtv* of thi* wairmiujj theiii» 

filtrsi thi^i iftttrrnjuiuu Irt^tnT uhouiMtilf an 
hour, Tlih next hu^.lnfu hrouj;hi itefurr iht 
u as of a roinjTltcitrtl nndtMliom 
n^turertlatiiti; to ilir tvominatiouof 'ft runian, 
namrtl rnraril, a »^Itlirr in llir'^utifd's.affrstrt! 
at Monlilitlirr, atu! convictrd of hun:;»ii 
r.*‘afcitn. *I lit* m m haiiu^ Ikto irKtl far hU 
crlinr, tnifoftmHl fntm the pri^on'k cf 
,Montduh<r» into ih^rt-r of thr ConKrr^^rir. 
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and this scoundrel has informed against several 
persons, amongst whom it appears there is one, 
wJiom he represents . as the Captain of a band 
of five ; all of whom, were concerned in the 
plan of assassinating the King. Mention was 
made of a letter written bj^ one of these five men, 
named Andouet, wliich letter has not been pro- 
duced; but this wretch Fricard pretends that it 
contains strong proofs. It has been sought for, 
but is not found ; nevertheless, as it appears by 
the depositions, that there actually was a 
dagger purchased, (and as in a case of this 
kind, it is necessary to take every precaution ; 
even those Mdiich, in other cases, would appear 
useless,) it Avas resolved, that these five persons 
should be taken into custody. After such long 
debates, the Sitting might have been expected 
to have broken up, particularly as it had been 
agreed to meet again on Friday, to hear an ac- 
count of the interrogatory and examination of 
Madame dela Coudre,aad any other info rma«> 
tion which in the interval, might come to the 
knowledge of the Attorney General, and from 
whicli, if necessary, he might form a requisition . 

^ ut the Prince de Conti, thoughtproper to bring 
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fontaitl n motton, which pntr fi«c to n icrr 
long cIcIkHc ; Tor nii\ions to laKr oihantngr 
of llir ino'it ’ trifling circumvlnnrc that could 
throw an)* light H|x>n the causes of tliis ns^nv- 
sinatinn,heoh'‘-crvcd,Thnt the Serjeants of the 
rrench GnariU, iintlrr wIjom: care the prisoners 
arc jilnccil, and of whom four out of twehc, 
nrc'nlwavh four and twenty* hours together^ con* 
stnntijr in his room ; and stho of course innst 
liearall hisconwf'rsation, arc coimqncnily ca- 
pahlc t^f giving s^onu* inronnation nliout hiv 
accomplices, if r\cr he ^llewcd n dispasitton 
to speak of them. This motion \vxi^ certainly 
not ill judged ; for the Oiike dc lliron had 
Kind, in afornur Sitting, that an exact account 
sras kept of eier) thiiigthnt tliis sillntn Kaid; 
hut hit conversation vrnv n mixtim* of ituptt ty 
andohvecnit) . The Prime de Conti inoi td ut 
the tame time, that the difiVnml mavters whom 
tlic assawln had lived with, should all he ex- 
amined ; hf ginning vuth thow, whom he had 
livtsl sulh, a long* lime prrriuUt to the com* 
mix'ion of hU crime, 

t)a 
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It was conirai'v io 1 lie established formfi 
of tliu <'niirb to deliberate on these two mo- 
tions ; as, arrording^ to the etiquette, the Court 
ean only deliberate on a requisition by the 
Atlorney t'bairral ; therefore it was necessary, 
to l>ei'in bv exaniininq;, if ther should be deli- 

*“< -n 'C? ' ♦ 

liorated on ; und tlion, ordering the necessary 
lorms to be gone throngli, for that purpose. 
In that case, a,-v before remarked, the first persons 
who give their -totes, arc the Presidents; be- 
ginning'- with the eldest; next the Bean; the 
Counsellors, who are upon the Peers’ Bench ; 
and then tlieofhers; with the JlonorarvCoim- 
scllors, according as they are seated; after 
tliem, tlie l^cers; beginning by tlie last, and 
going on to the first ; finishing with the 
Princes of the Blood. It was. alino.st iinani* 
mousl3', determined that neither of these pro^' 
positions could bo adopted ; and that as to 
the Serjeants, i\Ionsieur le Buc de Biron.was 
bound in dufr (o keep minutes of the conver- 
sation of this wretch, and to communicate them 
to the Attorney General ; that a selection might 
be made of those that may be of anj^ use, 
from those which were impious ; scandalous ; 
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or nlio^jetlKr imtirtVtenh 
riiamtrtStion of thcmtivtct' l>atl lh<A 
it to the jutljn^icnl of thr Atloroc} 

Grofral (o act ns hr >lmo!d think proper, as 
to art) inft>miation liothougtit hr mi^lit pro- 
txirr from thnn. 

’flic Silting confhuVfl sritli a motion, 
mndchy thr Due dr la Force, tliat a nporl 
dionid hr made in the next Sitting, of the 
thrrr httrw nlwTr nllndwl to, ami nlnch np- 
praml liUly to tliroxx great light *on (Ins 
homblr nuatAiiiation. 

*n»r twint rtrit ilisciitM'd tx-as, xx hither 
DamieusdiouM he j>crmittt(1 to have a Con- 
Avsor, Arronhng to the fonu» of lair, rri- 
minaU nrr not allow «1 (Vinfrsion tti! aft<r 
urtitfirti f«'rtn6rly they had no Coiift-sior; 
and It wax not tUI in FTIT, that a M«nV, xrho 
had unjustly ncrru^cil the DtiVr of Oflcam of 
haxiing Imtitclitsl hU hrulher. King Charles 
ihr Mth, Wing comlrmn^d to death for that 
ofTmer, xrs> tvrmiiltrd to ronfcit, Wforr hii 
cxrirxilioa , snd thh xia» the Cm instaacr of 
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criiulnnl-s roiuloinncd to die, having Confer 
^orK sdlowed tlioni ; \\inrh before, was never 
nistoinarv in France. 

The fear of (he crindnaFs receiving infor- 
mation, or being inipropcrl}’ tutored hy in- 
discrer‘t confc.s‘;ors, was the reason of no con- 
fessors being allowed to approach the prisoner, 
till after s(!nt(MH.'c was passed. It is customary in 
Fnrislhat four Doctors of the Sovbonue, should 
perform this sadoflicc. However, in the hopes 
that the Corate of Saint Paul’s, a prudent 
and experienced man, and who has the entire 
full confidence of Covernment, maj give salu- 
tary council, not only as to what regards his 
salvation, but also to bring him to a confession 
of the accomplices of his crime, it was re- 
solved to appoint him Confessor -to Damiens. - 
These were the motives alledged to the Public 
for his nomination, and ah example was 
fjuolcd for the nomination of a Confessor be- 
fore sentence, in the person of the ruffian 
who assassinated a man of the name of An- 
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; I’xrlii kr of ^ludi, ftnoilirr urt'ce- 
iVm fouiu!, in two Horton* of tho Kor- 
Injnnr, «lm wcro «cn! to Hnvnillnc btfore i*rn- 
truer priwctl on him** 


* Tlr tf ft oB<trr toMraop *<f 

dritli. <« {.-rtofr tlrnf^ tf llrliwhf* 

utj > 1 * ! *«;«*! Jjjft*'r«rtrtr ef ItaT tei* nir **irnsj»“55t» wrrf 

4a«!it.^rirl f^r iSc Vttirfii tf iri*'Vnl , be?* is Itch 

%•*« 0 ttr Wt*** * t rr thtt h w »t i, 0 st thr icnnl* 

i* f O** ^ »'i'! (ti ftjuuftrwt, w»t 

n*«' 1 1?) »t lift IjtwTty. f*Oif ib»T«. 

tlftrtrfn! |9 (irith, ftftf, iSrrrfvfr, iJrj rnr4 <f tt»P ^•rn'smtp, 

»»1 I'jr lU' ftet-i f-'t Ofc'u'if* ftt,! wt I'h ll»»-j’ 

<tvjVJ t-e |t'rffr»!{ I tst* iti » fri/'frf ffltr 

tfftwprtj «ii*, *t kitt, • rtfu*c.fjr It’ t r)t>UVrn (•nafij'!'* 
t'f 

Tl i/ Up J*pc!>ici f^t ill lntitrt«*cf, 

ptrn f,f Uu*, tt Pr* fun ar* -n’* I* J!ia, is li»* 

ftjfi! utpj: 11 U*f j»«jr! <»f «.*r iK»sf 

I mtjHr rrrmirt, aPtalls U>p irtlT H, 

VtTfili^ IWO «llj iJ C * 1 ^ *»f U*r «;# 

u.*- (tmj'r!, Mt.1 i-^ U «■ J-taVr-j la drUU- Tl.tlP 

at f «t*<» *’« nf***"# '•fit •>#!) t* Urftr Ijtri, 

I i;l iXt Ic 0 It •i'ft.l 1 wttbe* 1 ity 

t# I 

*tl Ski il. Is 

‘rift i* f« lift 

ti U * U » J «f t' ♦ » I TI p * ItrJ <iv»*t» */ 

I J fiVU^ I >' ' ; f Utifpii Jf*n « f 'sfitlii* S 

fr'jMrS t **rViT,f» ♦!*»» »i*i IV K»<Yltr>^* »» 

ria 1 f ft t Ilf t)t % tj-f I *1 H-j fi'ra, |pt 
'pi tU I Tfti Ift %<rf ftr'ir-P- 
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Thf' Jnlff t'f tl )0 oj.pnMif> part), io Uu- prcre^ing rdgn, 
«l<',nnvr? ‘he |’f*4fv. \;*.s ttIict) h::4 onUculic, of the aid of 
llu* Minhtrrr- 4/f tlu ir KeJigion; *»Mrh, titnl inveterate, 15 the 
LjIrerJ tif !?• ’volntiftr^ary GonTnTnenl5 to'vrn.rd^ ;i vanqai^'hed 
f iftien, when tliey have <irj;r4tled thcIr.^^iye5 by $Dnj;iiiniTy 

In the Intred of Ihe Xicnbin^ all Rdigiout 

hnvint: hci,u MttlirxJieal era! “proirBiivc j the Con* 
•tiiurzif Jcci’I^itUf. :n retidin|r some pcr^oiif^, of Uic Old Sy5tcni> 
Cr> %h did not dare to deprive them of the succours of 

ndlptcn# Tht Msr/jt:i5 de T^iVr^swz^ ^ffowcil a Confesfor. 



CilArrCR XIII. 


jt'rfculion rf Jlfxmicnsit HJTtd* yriyiiuCfd hy 
if, ' Utportt fhttf it f^ntc rise to, TVo op- 
potlfr Mnf r/* Mr Pftr/iamentf rtftti 

f/icl of (/if ffciprom//^ accutf tafh 

» o/iirr oj" t/its crintr. 


THIS nominr^tion of n Confr^-sor for r);»micnif 
Wforo liis conncrrmnlion, am!, oil. of o 

Confi*vv»r«Iio«n^ aJanv’iii'tt ;am!whrt trtmaitl 
to 1»f in ihr rojifitloncc of Oottrnnu’Xit, Ma< 
not wJtliont ii’% ihrontcnicncc. llir Moli* 
niitit. liOMrxor kIiocUoA tlicy l>r at the 

liorrililo a((em|U tiuiile, !>r Damien#, on llic 
latfr^l |v rwrvtt of Ixmii l!ir Wl!i, tan!, that 
ihf tacm! oiljcr of a Confi'^^vor, u iiit!e|>en« 
ilcht c»f all human coamlenttion, nofl ooohl 
not l»e*onieiKtl into an ituinimfnt of tnm. 
j<nal 


TInr of the Sotltcntse uerr Itt- 

01 t\,o ehc«n:n? a sample Contte 
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tnnndi'fl to "o up itito the Ifotcl clu Vilk,. and 
flmri* li«* drclnrt'd 'J'hat lu: oiuuc there for 
the purpose nf siiyiiiix tliut he perrfsted in his- 
furrner tiepo^iitiouH ; that he asked pardon of 
f»od Tor haviug^ lived in dboheflience to the 
rule*t of- the (Church, atul for all the bla^phe- - 
luien he had hei;n giiilf y of ng-aiiist her, and- 
her decisions ; as well as for all the injurious 
and scandalous ah us<i he had used to^vards her 
IMiiiisterSnaud above all against ihc Archbishop 
of Paris, rvhose doctrine he respected, as being 
coiifonuable to that of Jesus Christ/* 

Being fjucstionetb ]>v llurtirst President 
Monsieur IVfoIe, as lo what were. his motives 
for tliis asstossinatiout he said “ Thai he meant - 
to revenge the Imnourand theglory-of Pdrlia^- 
mcnl,' and that lie thought -by. this aclg tohave 
done a luosticssential service tO the Slate/* 

- One of tlic Commissaries spoke to him 
r ' c deposition, he had made agaihst'the 
Chambre, or Jnlenduntj of Monsieur 
le Marquis de Ferriere, and represented to him 
the necessity, of retracting what he had said, if ' 
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hU i!r|mvitirtn trns not fonml«l in truth. ** I 
*nitJ Ilf, *Mhnt 1 lia>c lictni piiltv of 
an nlr«cioti*n^ii!, in tt»y nltcmpl on the life of 
thriving; I aUoknow thut 1 Miouhl hr guilty 
of nnr i'<|«ally great* were I to prourHlIft^‘'ly 
ncctivt; on innocful [Krynn, on the very rvo of 
a|>|>roring before fiotl; I tlcclarr that I jierw^t 
in III! mv ilrjmvitioni, am! I rrf|ue*lthat t nmy 
he ntlonrti lo&ignthrpn'f^nt one,** 

'fhe Commiwnry ^aiil, *• Thai i« not nr- 
i-t Kvorj ; y on ginitlenirn^thnt ihi» t< the lan- 
guage of n limn* who f1or« not Knon* nhatlie 

Winn letldcurn to ilirplnceof Mecution* 
ami oArr nnilergoing the torment* tif Imring 
hi^ tle«.h lorn «ith reil-ltot pinctni, lie nt;ain 
flrflaml to hiv confr*^of^, ** That lie jienhted 
ill hiv i|e|w«itV»rK* ami that it nonhl t>r a 
homhir wn. if on the reri ere of npjv^ririg 
li^-farr hi* iJotl* lie iterr to av^efl RtSji t!»iog, 
hut nlmt nav true.** 


The (OrtCTcfl nh!) nav near 
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tlH‘ scaflbh!, rnnu; tip cln<.c to liim nm] askrd 
bim }{* lir had iiolhing furtlior to deciurc. 

^\o," ^:!id he, in a firm, l)uf hollou- anti 
.‘•epnh lirnl tone of voicr, J have nothing 
ftfrllu'r ^o^tsy, ihrm that I slunihl not now he 
inne, if I had never lived in the j.ervice of 
(‘oun^.d lots of the Parliament 

'f'hi'^ j^peneh was heard hy a great munber 
of persons, and is a topic of public conversa- 
tion in Ihiris. 

The Hegister (CtreOier) retired, without 
writing any thing, and looking very foolish. 

'fhe drawing of his limbs asiiiitler by 
liorses; the tearing his flesh to pieces by piticcrs, 
and the pouring of boiling oil. and melted lead 
into his wounds, being finished; the Confessors 
retired to the apartments of the gaoler to tiike 
.some refresUineut, and there i^Ioiisieiir TAbbe 
do Marcilly, .said to Monsieur le Cure of St. 
PauJ’.s, “ Did you hear, Sir, what the criminal 
just now said ? Ihe'curate made no other reply 



lint !tj rxchinun:: till ! nml tiinnng awjir 
Jii% lifml. 

TIh» jnrly of tlir Jrtn<cnKl'« «ffi* m- 

at tlio projrrl of tlio «lio 

wurr to lav lift* Waitic of tin* nt- 

Innjil matlc In Dairncn^ f«i Uir MngUtrnfy, 
tluK" parlif^. ''Ito ftttnliutrd nithnuch raj;vr- 
ami nvMilnity thn crime to t’acli oilier* 
tvrtr inTcUratr tii thiarhatrc<l ;n Iiil'.t tliOM'oho 
«rr»‘ imliflrtrnt pariji , Ohiy iAsx in 

lliiv (of nhivlm farra^ of uimnlltfn* 

lie matter «"Jts in I toU. in ICmo , 

nml in \ voU 4to.) i\\t outline of u plan, or 
ratlirr a comnh* ilie nrl%of uhich lintl Ix’Vn 
ftkilftilU prepiintl. 

At Conrt, th<* l«o pariir* Iiiil hoM of l|o» 
riimr, to r* can a |o<*l for lltHr ambition* Inr 
w'lmcima'- tbou^bt ibal tlic JiAuitn ibe 

alwolutc ♦"I*} <'f tlir Kin;:** Mi4tmn,ulin tta* 
tlKir itutfial cticmr* ami nhoM- ooni a 
law at \wrc rctolui! to p«t an cm! 

til a rc rtt unfAinrabIc to tlnir intrr»‘fct bi tin* 
avwaujnalixa, *11}^ parti br ubiclj tbe .tfiuit* 

r 
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ux*rr. undivlBcl* after joined 

by tin* ( oiirU do Stainville, (since Due of 

i^K*inif1, Louis tlie XVtb, 
tluit his M>n had been Ihc centre of the op- 
posite and Hegieidc party, who had worked up 
tin* mind tsf i)ann«‘ns,by the strongest misrepre- 
sentations, to lift ids hand against his life, and 
thus it was that the enemies of His RojmI Digh- 
ness the Danpidn, nerc perpetually irritating, 
and secretly tormenting, the already terrified 
imagination of Louis the X^'^th; and afterwards, 
they accuse this IVIonarch, of having tacitly 
consented to, nnv, even given orders for the 
poisoning of Ilisiloyal Highness the Dauphin, 
to IMonsicur le Due de Choiscul; as also, for 
the destruction of the Jesuits; of which, both 
Madame de Pompadour, and the favorite Mi- 
nister, took such pleasure in bcing'the prin- 
cipal instruments. The conduct of Ma- 
dame de Pompadour on this occasion, was 
such, as was naturally suggested to her, by her 
ambition to retain her power, w'hich a second 
assassination of Louis the XVth would of 
course totally destroy. 
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Tlif* Jant^^nfWUitlien tlif v lli«mu‘l»ei 
ntcuwYl of l»t<n tlir i^utliorv of tint 

n%v%^\innttor?i tfplictl, in thrw tcnnt, to the 
pjitly of tijr ‘‘ It U us tlirn, ^ou fav, 

that the promoters of t!»w attempt on 
tlielife of tlie Kinp; t if M> t «e mu^l Imtl in xietr, 
the nipt of a Monarch Cuorahleto trt 
than iHlhe ;»rcir«f King; for it tvrll himnu 
that Ui^ Hotiil !Ii^hnns« the Dniiphin i< 
M holly flriotrd to the «ho only 

ttni! hU (trrr»MOrt to the Throne, to attempt 
our total ilcHt ruction/'' 

. tiisputre, thc*o reciprocal flcciua- 

tion^ of the invitcratc opposite parties, 
clearly Uicu ^riih ^0»at a degree of diioonl 
©nd hatrctl they iirtc animated, »inrc they 
6fCo*ctl rath other, not only of the nv4:a»*ina* 
tiou of f/»uK thrXVth, hut a!»o of the death 
of Ilii Itool I!iph»c4v the nauphiu, which 
they rt'cipttxally attrihutnl to hat t htro caoicd 
111 tarli other, 

rsfi or T/tr r/r»T #»»nr. 


v: 



AKl'CDOTES 


TV,T 


COURT OF FRANCE, 


^ ^ tx% 


M.iDAMK J>E POM PADOVIL 


SECOND EAirr, 

CHAPTHH L 

Pj/t'cLi of thti uttunpt ill tt^miAnalin^ Loras 
ihe XV(h^ upon the Person and dtsposifion 
(f (hat Monarch. 

LOEIS tin; XVtlu lindhig hhnFRlf in the centre 
of a Court, ulierc factirtns were, carried to 
.such :i length, nnd seeing that the result of 
tliem, hud been :m net ^vhich might have occa- 
sioned his death ; was plunged into a state of 
stupefaction. 'Ehe nnltunl inehincholy of 
his disposition, degenerated into indolence, and 
u .sort of incapacity for business, or activity ; 
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ticlisd no lonp^r nnj fr^linp, 
nffrimparlftl to him h} hU fnTorilr, nor nnj 
iilrn*, bttl i>orhfiH«ctt ibclatrtUn him hr !>»« 
Mlntiftn* : nrnl although he <liil ijol erprern if, 
jtl r\ try* thing round him ap|M*arc<l dnrk«Aml 
gloomy. Ur hecame more dull ! inorepeml^r, 
more i^ilf-nt, and more deceitful than hr hnd 
CTcr iK'forr hrrn. Thi< wa< thr man frorni 
nilh terror; lhi< the King paralircHl to rrcry 
thing nround hini» hr the hlotr uliich had 
l»rrn nimwl at hi* life, nhom it nrerwary 
to rxcilr, and toamuvr. It is a fact* that 
hr kept up ft wrt of »rcrcl corrr<j>ondf^cr, 
nhith, >incr the ntlack upon hit life, became 
hh only resource, and the only thing that could 
rouse him from that general indincrrncc in 
uhicli hr \\ti\ ptungr<l ; this rormpondence 
was kepi up by the AhW, and thr Count dc 
Ilrogllo ; and hy liw forrign rjniiiarif'S. 
Tlir«» uerr men of absliilM. Tltr two bro* 
thm df1i«etttl into the King** hand*, uith 
the grratrit punctuality, etcry Sunday, a 
note nmtaihing an account of sthai m.iis 
doing amongst thr forcirn 
King prrttTid* to l>e ■aetjuaintod vilh. and 
1*3 
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to luiotv “\v1iat passes ovciy in the Cabi- 
net, and in the difTcrcat 0/Jico.s of every Go- 
%-ernment in I-hirope. lie goes still further ; 
for fie nislu's, in future, to be aequaiuted 

yvith every blow that can be aimed at him 
¥ 

from abroad ,* where, as in France, there ex- 
ists so many cnusvsihv the roulinunUou, or the 
destruction ofiiis system of politics, and conse- 
quent!}' his reign; on account of the evident 
opposition of political opinions, which exists 
hctwacn the reigni/ig Monarch, and the Heir 
to the Crown. 

It is taid that the King thinks the 
simultaneous existence of a visible political 
ministiy, and also a sccrcl political iniuistry, 
necessary to his safety, and that he is never 
better pleased than when he scesdivthem a 
difTereiice of - opinions or principles; It is 
then he thinks he becomes possessed of the 
opinions of both parties, which he could 
only get a knowledge of by this means. The 
Duke de Clioiseul is furious ; and Madame 
de’ Pompadour in an agony, at these secret 
con'espohdeiices. As to the 'King, his insen- 


filMliij* i* p:T^nt, iTtat if lie ifioocHt U ne* 
emuarv to wcriftcc ihr tvro llrotiliM to lii* 
eatrrnal nolhoritjrt l<c «t>uM a^tcoMhlr «• 
erificr tljfin> n pirlnulcft nn<l 

ronlinur ttic same itUiinacr witli them, in 
pri^ntr, ttti lieforr; until the moment ^hoiiM 
nrri^e^rhrn the Duke tie ('holvrul hr 

no fontjrr itecf^^ar}' to liim, to carr^’ into rxc* 
ention llnHc p1nn«« iThirh the Duke had put 
into hi% head to prepare, coinhine, nml per- 
frert, nhcti he nonid liacri fire him n1«e>. 

In e\er^ point of Aietr, the ^ilimtionof 
the ( ourt U nlamiioj:, nnd feme great etc nl 
mn*t nrrr«^«n!ir l>c the re«ult» \i hditidetl 
hftneen t!>e party of the under the 

Dauphin; and the party of the Duke of 
Cltoiv-td, and of Madame de rnmpadoor, 
their mortal enfinieA, The oris^in of thU rn- 
mity, U laid to hate l»een oera%ion«l, liy the 
imprudentNeof 5fadamede rompatloar. 

Tlie -^me tpirit of jvirty i\ manife»t 
»moor*t the (Irrsy, The radlamrnt* offer 
the »^me pic tote of intrttttvf dtAvnlion. 
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Thn Bodicvs, arc equally di- 

vided; tlirrt! is no ioiHirfr that union nltich 
rharnrtfri'/{'fl the t^^lortous days of Louis the 
Xn th ; uho, liflorc he became the (ool of 
{VTndamf <le Mait\(cnon and the Jesuits, was 
the firand '\Ionaiqur. around wiiom all parlies 
raiJied. 

To reip:n by sowing , the seeds of discord, 
is an enormity in polities; but to 1akcad\an- 
vnntap;eof e\ery insiitut.ou, and turn it to the 
jxlory of the iVloiiarch, is, on the contrary, 
the first code of poiilics; and if Louis the 
XVth had acknowledged the service of all 
parties; he Mould have been served by all, 
witli that zeal and emulation, uhicli the 
proximity of these opposite factions, necessa- 
rily must have given a spur to. But the King 
in cstnblisliing fico Political IMinistries, gives 
his confidence and jirotcclion to one only; the 
other is merely’ a iiiinisl ry of curiosity. In tliis 
point of vicM', his check on the actions of 
Madame de Pompadour, the protegee of Ma- 
ria Theresa ; and his check on the actions of 
Monsieur le Due de Choiseul, the creature of 
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; r»nn« n atnl inmt 

w».rriit nliiflt i«i( a vntrrr of amuM*- 

int*!!! aiol informitom; atitiou^’li contratllr- 
Ion. h fiiaj* Kfvr to j>mtr lliot oor in- 
itrt'it oa*. or ont ooi at *»rlr a 

Court. Hr* tliat it tna% ; tlir Kinj; 1 m'* 
roion rtl^rl cl'ij moro ntlaclu <l to tin* Mcrrt 
Minutri' : ami op more of In* fim*' 

|« it, IIjoii to thr I>r|iartinent of roreign 
AflHr*; ntir-re In* ngrots art* *0 liniiil. tlial 
lliry iHrr not nvw’rt nlhrr a r^^"a^tte or an 
aflirtmuhr, Inn itralin ** /fuft ** //i;** nnil 
** iVrA(i/n/‘ nlnlsl the rorrf'.pomltnfp of tito 
Cotrnf lie Ilroglto, nlio i* lli^rrntrr |>o}nl of 
an linmirtil secret ogint^, is iliring. ptnetr:t^ 
110*4% io^einouv, anti ftrtilr in projtcU. 'niin 
rorrrtjwmtlmr** alonr Ins thr pinsrrof rotuing 
llie Pniin* fiotn llui apaihr ; tltal eomtaot 
luiifonmtt of arcjunirentr ; that mnirrua! 

; ami tint ntilltlr. ul»nlj farms Itis 

fIntrarUr. 

t Jtait- it from {.'vwl aurhoritr, ami Tonn 
a iliurt rltahorl. lint Manurur le Unr ile 
I tstnwful, rvolo jil UAmlin^ all Jtn 
ami tVai ixmarkaMt* artnlir. r>r hItkIi 
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is tlistin'^uislicd, Tif.%'cr announces to the 
council any iinpoHant events that hare taken 
place at Petorsburgh ; at London ; or even at 
IMadrid, but what they arc known before* 
haiuL 

'j’he King, who relics confidently on the 
secret ministry of the two Broglios, and who 
lets his ministers say and do just what they 
please at the (.’ouncil Board, said, one day 
after the Duke ofChoiseul had finished speak- 
ing, But, apropos iSlonsieur de Choiseul, 
tcH me something of what is doing at Vienna 

and at Madrid, in this business 

The poor Duke, who knew nothing of the 
matter, of course remained silent and con- 
fused. Tlie intelligence, alluded to, did not 
arrive for ten days afterwards. At other 
times, the King proposes wagers in the Coun- . 
cil ; and .says to Monsieur de Choiseul, “ Let 
us lay a bet, Monsieur le Due, that such an 
operation rvill be determined on in the Ca- 
binet of St. James’s.*’ 

Ah 1 Sire,” ; replies the Duke, I .can 
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flwirr jftur Mujf'iy* thrr hntr nnt ^ttn n 
ihotijilil ♦>f »tic!i n “ Not 

a Ihow^lil fif fcutli a lliinj: V* mn! llie 
'* lliffr, ihftt;** tnkin^oul of liiv |>ockrt 
(ittici \i1itrli. in 'iinTfxr Mndiune 

fir I’ojnpndnur, tinr tlir lillle a< jft 

Hrfintnirtl lo pul lltrir liantl^) ft 
uliirli fonfftinnl a inml cifcunntftutial ac- 
count of tihftl !tnd pa^^vrcl at St. JniutVjk, nm! 
of llir f)Mrr< Mliirli Itad tM-<n pirn in fon^r- 
fjOfftcr, ttttd rratl it alnud to Mmutnir tic 
(lioivrul, til full ('ounril, Moniirur Ic Due 
luul thu% tlir* mrirtificatinn to f^r, In tlic 
liftiuU of i!jr Kittj:, n tlrcrpfirml Irttrr. nitli 
«!»r ripticr nnnexttl to it, nliifli he can 
luithrr rr.n1. Of tnaUr out, likr tlioM’ 
in Idit nflirr- Voftuuatrlr, Mr^nitufk tie 
Dio^tio ftrr hutluf nof thouf;hi 

op^ldr ttffcurfi depth in |iolil|f%; a% ihrr 
lake rate to t luploy fur ttuir purjvi.***, ontc 
»ue!i tti ftfr icfr hittr kr^iun; ttkr 

loliii. the XlVih, iihnhad. as hUtwe, 

Cf^w^r, w<ftt atfoti. in a!l tiff of |'ti* 

iTvpr 7hr * ’itvfcc thit, ti uk! lo 

W prtHhj^iotsv ; hot if it l»c ma^tSe ctWul to 



nifJt,' tfh trrnrnir>4jon f»f a 
or prrMi'jIfn^ if i*. hlrath' a Wiv* 

Ui.c* }fr4* ;{d of i! Ijurlhrn fo tfa* Stat^-. 7'hii 
St'-rr, t <"o!nn(t' '-{Oft aV-o tui advaat.'i^r* 

\»huh i’. Uttir Kiasnn ; h i*. iiutcrr^^thlf; to all 
t!)'‘ rofvi'^ii lio liar#- JO ijn^af an in- 

tr u '.r 3fj bfildni: arui injroji.'Kinjx onr rliplo- 
inarv, I lint tlo v nho, n*. tvril a*. ourj-)'hr<, 
•'!< rihrr tniUfon^^ ?<> gain ovi-r to tlif'ir intrr(‘>t 
ottf <•!< i and our jntblic nfisnnr'i ; Htc 
fr« of onr nnn'btrr^ ; tbr lovt-r-' of ihcx<c 
Knintr»'','>( ; and ilit- of tlto^v lo* 

‘, rta, fct\ ' ' 
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inN/rr mtopiai i>v *U P<*mpattttur 

to amntr thr Kins:** tnrhnfhoftf. Playi^ 
artd .Vjffir jxrJ'ormrti in f/n* A’fn«** pnrat*’ 
^ppnrtcmcnt. 

THI*> wrrct rflrrt%iH)tntrncr crarc n ftort of 
occapation to tlir Kinj;, whn*<» npatlit rn- 
\^itU hU yrar*. Madame \!c Pomjia- 
t1o«r, iindr^r all titi^ circumstance^, «3i 
)ium(h 1 in nmiini; another tray to amtite' thr 
Kim: in hit m<Hnc!toh , Datid charmeit tJie 
fury of Saul hy hit rnmir. Mailamr dr |\im- 
padour thought of « i»cn mranv to rmiw* 
liouit thr Will fniin hi« mWantlirnjiy. ’^la* 
dattir »lr Pompadour had l>rrn accintofurtl 
for %<r\rral )rar*» to ini lie the Kinj;, during 
thr Patston to Coufrrtt of '^aertd 

^lutic* «hi<h ♦hr gate h»ra in hrr aja»t* 
tnrntt In thr (fraud thr tfn'"sf 

roiof'x, firm atnnnpt thr tfratrit fa* 

lnBt% «f lire ('ajntsl, wtrr hranl m ori*ra 
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« ith the. Munkiam a{ the King’s Secret Band. 
iVlnd.'trrre dc Pompadour, Mndamede rilopital, 
iVJa<?afnoisell€ Pci, iMonsieur d’Aycn l(ie son, 
Jcliotte a fnmons Musician, Monsieur le Vi- 
rouUc d(? Rohan, iMadamc de la Salic all sung 
on these occasions, am! Madame de Marchais 
who was of all these parties, was particularly 
dislinguislied.'®* 

I was present some years ago, at the open- 


* SIm' i< tjow uVwv r\iMt iti |>nrffr:t honlUr; this tenth year of 
thcFrencfi republic* Sliejtvastho wife of Monsieur trAng^evillerSy 
and the Sister of >fonsteur ilc hi IJonie, formerly Governor of the 
louvre, anti first Valet cfc Chnnibre to Louis the XVth j a wo- 
man as tlisting^uished by Jjcr merit and the graces of her person, 
as by her tidents anil her wit, who sujiporlcd with resolution 
the periiecutions and the horrors of the rcvolnlion, wdio witness- 
ed the emigration of her htjsband, and Jier brother perisldng on 
IhcMuttTold. This brother is known in the literary world by 
the w‘ork of'** TIic Descriptions of Swil7.erlun(V’ in folio;, by 
Ids essays on Music; by some most interesting Memoirs written 
by 1dm on the reign of Louis tlicXVthlils master, and his friend; 
by his puldication.s on Geography, and also on AndcutHistor}"; 
by luH edition of tlic Trial of Clialais; by his remarks on the 
Iron Mask ; by a defence of tlie Memory of the King, against 
the insinuations of Monsieur de la Ilarpc, in theMcrcure; and 
by the grand undertaking of the Picturesque Journey in France, 

with very fine engraviugs,dcscribing our most picturesque vieivs, 

tind public buildings, and it W’as a man of merit like tins, that 
the Revolutionary Government, by its tribunal condemned to 
death ! i I (note by Citizen Soulavie, editor of these Memoirs). ‘ , 
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inpjof tlic Salle d’Oiwn, tn fl>e Palace of 
Wmillct, nml uas n cloie, n^^cll olncr- 
rnnt jf[>cclft|or of llie ^tjTiuwmrtU* nliicit Il»e 
Marflilont-^i ronlritt-tl for ll»c KinJr. 7'wo 
tjaUcfA comjK)rtct! !ir lirnianJ, ti proloptic, 
rirnl 4!!»rfli%'.nt)rtit forni«l the ImO< of thU 
rntrrtairiinrnt, Mfttbme Mnrcliaiv 
cttrcmclr prrtit, rcpmcntril n Cracr, in *‘T1jr 
ro»7;rt of Ivcmno*,*' Mntlanie la Dorhevve 
lie llrancav p1a\rd Aitrraj Momiciir *!V\jfn 
tra* lniu»^forttirtl into Vtilran t nntl Time wat 
rrprrs-rntctl b v Monticur la Salle; nr tnr 
rtk|H-cl.il refpn^tt hi* Majfutv jH-rtnittcil me, to 
beonlr a niinplc fj>cc!ator. » 

!n another |nwy*, for example that of 
Atlomt, thii Moniinir iPAytu *rho plajiM 
V«lr»n,plai rtl aim A«!om<; Matlame Marrltatt 
plar«l ihf part of fjatr; Matlamr ta I>iichr«ie 
ilr llrancaii^, Phtia ; imtl Mstlame* ile Poatpa* 
cljar, Vrnto, 

1 Kr|it tn\ <xiK iixrcl on thrKi’o;? tohr.ow 
if lhi*Vr«ci, to Im hrart ; hot it 
j;*r4ml to mettsi tlicrjrtiiof Li» Majeitr x«efr 



inanhnulf d and full oriiKiinbrcnoc; and in fact 
he nvcrv day becammnorc dissxnsicd %vilh her, 
still jet so infatuated ivas he, and m strongwere 
I bn ties llial attaelmd liini to her, that this good 
iiaturnd !^riuc(‘. could neither prevail on himself 
to send iicrback to her husband, or to a Con- 
vent. AVhat a subject of joj.uould such a- 
circunistance have furnished to the Court and 
the Capital ! 

In a few ^'oars the King became wearj of 
tlieso sorts of amusement, and after the at- 
tempt made by Damiens on Ids life, it was 
inlinilelj more difiicult to entertain him with 
them. In the interim Madame de Pompa- 
dour was daily growing thinner ; her malady 
rendered her every day more disagreeable to 
the King ; her decayed form, had little at- 
traction for a man who, like him, had an ar- 
dent imagination and was of a most amorous 
constitutioiii Under circumstances so embar- 
rassing, Madame de Pompadour hit upon a 
most extraordinary plan to gratify the -King*s . 
passion, w'ithout losing her power over him. 



CIlArTKR III. 


Cptnfnencfnrnt tht AVn^*» ptfaturn at iht 
pare aut ^tatJatne tie J^owparfour 

mat ft Me" A7<7C‘ <j jjrttrnt cf her tiUtt llfrmU* 
itjT#*, «f eunvrnlent for hit atnmtmtTiti, nnff 
the fiurpatet of hit tihtrtinitm^ end ta vUh* 
drav Arm fitm ether tocifty. 


AT juncuirr, the tnatin^ a conqnmtof 
the Kfrtf;^ heart, «at ihr nim of nianr of fhr 
/rotate* of the Conri, n* trell nt of rnrif. 
Manjr nohlrnten iijto of the Jfint <1Utinction 
tooh M|K)o tl»rnurltc» ta procure ot»jfct« ta- 
palilr of captiratintr him. >tarl4me fl«* Tom- 
pattoiir who nan a watfbfnt otnrnfr of Ihii 
othciuninr**, on ptinj: to 

the Kin:: \ounu "ho jhautil li«c htr iV. 
pirtMlanli, aotact orwtrrhrr gthilaore. 

A (VuTlirr onr tiar iVm! lo lh»* 

Kinr, « tm«. attire which JimI l*^n latrn for 
that |*wr|^*c. It win* that of » pen‘ 0 »i 

Q 
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of most extraordinary beauty, “ and a thousand 
times more beautiful than beauty can be imagi- 
ned to be” according to an expression made 
use of in a private bulletin of those days, sent 
to Madame le Mar^chale d’Estt^es. 

To fall in love with the picture of a beau- 
tiful object, is a circumstance which is found 
in so many romances, that I should be fearful 
of giving an air of fiction to these Historical 
Memoirs, if I was to say that the King be- 
came enamoured at the very sight of it. I 
cannot figure to myself,^ ^ said Louis the XVth 
** that nature ever produced so beautiful a 
young creature ; this miniature can only be 
a work of fancy, not the representation of a 
living object.*' 

Highly pleased with the ready success of 
his plan, the courtier assured him that the 
young lady whom it represented, really was in 
existence ; and by way of still further stimu- 
lating the curiosity of the Monarch, and ir- 
ritating his desires, he added ; that to convince 
the King he had not deceived him, he might 
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if be compart ibc original niib ih« 

]K}r<ral(. 

ThUminbturt irprttrntrtl a totingp«’non 
•carftK iirchc rcarKofagr: licr name rra* 
?^!af!rmotirllr * • *, born———; tbc iTgu» 
Inril^r of berfrnutrti; ibe ingtnnou* opennrif 
painte*! on ber connlrnanct ; tbr frobnm of 
ber complexion, i^bich conld onlr l>c cora- 
pam! tn ibal of nroic, nil concorml in mak* 
ing ber a |>rffeci bcauir, Ibe King bad 
tcarorlj looVetlal her* vrben be confnkvrfl Ibat 
the Painter of ibe Mininturt, »o far from 
baxiog flaltcrwl Iter, bad not cren done brr 
that Justice wbicljwat doe tobcr. 

'Hjc graces of brr Toulb, the beau!/ of 
ber sb9f>e, tbr litnidilr wbicb tbe presence of 
ibe King in»pire<! ber nitb» all aoitet! in ifti- 
tatin:: Ibednim of l^uii tbe XVth, to mbom 
a ronttnual round of oigirt. bad airradt p*rn 
a taste fin IdK'rtinnm, *1*1}** ihnocmee which 
be bad rttkone^l on, be ssan t!fb|;btrd to 6ml; 
and (torn tlat time, it wan tVsetted be ceO' 
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trafcted a taste for initiations of this soft, 
which he resolved ^o indulge himself in. 

if beauty coiild confer rank at Court, 
. ihen would Madefmoiselle ^ * *, have classed 
amongst the first ; but, the King, who had 
yet some respect for public opinion, was 
fearful that in introducing Mademoiselle^ * f, 
the disparity of age, and the extreme impro- 
priety of such a connexion with a child, 
ishould be censured. The inexperience, and 
'sirnplicity of the answers, and the observa*' 

.,tioris of Mademoiselle**'**, were also ex-^- 

^ / 

trem'ely inconvenient at times. The King de- 
termined, therefore, to keep her in a state of 
seclusion, that he might publicly introduce 
her whenever he should think it proper; and, 
an the meantime, to superintend the perfect^ 
*ing of her education, and elevating her, by 
'degrees,’ to that situation -which, as circum- 
stances -might favor, he 'destined her for. 

Madame de Pompadour, who was a si- 
lent observer of these events, pretended per- 
fect ignorance of this intrigue of the King^s. 
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r«re1t!!anr rnffirmnl, hr nin^t find !>r 
'will nrrc nrlniilied in!n t!jfi inttrlor of iIjo 
IV iiiV Apparfrmrn^ of rirrr tliinjr tliat ira* 
5 TTwhttl ffcrrtJr lo faror 

ilut ronnf\»«n, nml not onlv to protnolc If* 
bni topiifi it lier ftuUlnnrf ; for I !i it pti rpotr* 
It WTflt nrct^wrv to procure for ll>c Kin;; ft 
ronrrr.irnl t|>ot, tthfrr licmiplil tncct Madc- 
inott#-Hc* • * *, nlirnrtrr he pleatetl, ttith* 
out llieinronvrnirnce of puhlicitr. T1a« trot 
no eatr thin;* to !»e ficcomp1ithetl» on liccoont 
of ihr numrmuf train of allriulanf*, which 
nerciarilj arc attachetl to the Titili of a Kinp 
of I'ranre ; who, tinlilr llenrjr the JVth ; tta* 
ipTJOrant of the drlipht* of Itrinp at timet in* 
ropnito; hut Madati^p tlr IVrnpatIcKir tna- 
nac«l ihi* matter f^r the Kin::, Kj* ftflfullr 
ohteriinK^ to httn, that the fjuile tirtti of 
her *man houwr, ralletj the Ilertiiitape. 5htt 
rarrln! |*err!tlicaeii to far, to ift the I’noco 
InKeie ihe wai |>eifeetlr ipnersnt of the cto 
hetnif^ht mate of thi< haute; whiUt, on the 
olhft liJind, e!»e !e rrinor 

de thst %ie wa* |>effe<tf» ratr o« 

tlwp ef tvHe • • ♦ who »w 

03 
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yet too young to be actuated by ambition'; 
whilst by his connexion with her, the King 
would be kept from bad company, and the 
dangerous ambition of intriguers ; as if, in 
-Ijoth these points of view,she herself was not the 
most exceptionable personage about the Court ! 

The Hermitage of Madame de Pompa- 
dour had been built, some years before, at the 
royal expence, for the private pleasures of 
the King and his favorite. The people, by 
wdiom she was both hated' and despised, 'mur- 
mured loudly when this house was building ; 
the building and the garden took up 'a large 

\ i 

space in the Park of Versailles, on the road to 
St. Germains, and the public are not in the 
habits of patiently submitting, to having their 
promenades, or their pleasures circumscribed. 
It has. not been said, that the King was ac- 
quainted w'ilh the views, or the motives, for 
the officious readiness of Madame de Pompa- 
dour; but it is scarcely to be imagined, he 
could suppose, she was ignorant of a con- 
nexion, uhich was known to the whole 
Court ; he, however, gave her credit for hav- 
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ing tou^hl to ot>ligr !nm m to !>ant!trtrr.f* n 
tnatinrr; nnti tmtli ttiih tjf-r ilflt* 

cacr and her prisdmc^’ j to much wi, that in 
Hroj»ortion hf Imt all i^-n^nal inclinations 
(or lift person, jtt !«'« fricntMiip for her 
r-^cmnl to ♦‘nrnMw. He nece-pted, ilicrrfnrc, 
her oflVf of the Ilmnilngr, vrillt k» inueh the 
more rradinrt*, a« therr sra« no place in the 
rmiron* m conrmicnl for htv purposes triili 
MadrmoiKltf * • • •, 

Such tmt the origin of the farnou$ Pare 
#«r Ccr/f, 

'Hie imagination cannot figure to ittelf 
anything iKOchanning. a* thit little hahila* 
tinn of Madame de Pompadour, 'Hie arli«t 
vho had etnplarod in fitting it np. hat! 
pre*rnftl t!»e rural and natural Infant of its 
lituationt in it* r\tr*»or* it l>nir i^n.rthing of 
the ajwpearanc^ef « farm j hot jts intrrifir 
tsa* finhhetl.in the tt^nX » \qnT>*t»' iJiitr; appro* 
prpptiate la thch^yrkof rvlitairm, ajxl the 
tcniual plraiufrt, ef a grrat Monattli. 
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If the Chateau' of Versailles, offers to' 
view, every thing which is expected ; and re- 
quired for the splendor, and the majesty of a 
King of France ; the Hermitage presents all 
those miniitias of elegance, appropriate' for 
the person, for. whom it was destined. The' 
rooms were hung with the finest silks 6f 
Persia ; landscapes ; young lovers ; shepherds 
add sliepherdebses; an old hermit; arid other 
analogous objects ; painted by the'first artists 
of Paris ; formed its decorations. 

The gardens were far different frOm the 
monotonous appearance, and insipid symme- 
try of those bdonging to the royal seats, 
which were planned by He Notre. A long 
straight line, and the sentiment -it gives 
birth to, is nOt appropriate to lovers. Wind- 
ing alleys, and shady groves, are the favorite 
haunts of solitude, and of love. In one part 
Of the gardens of tffe Hermitage, was to be 
seen a figure of Adonis, in white ' marble; 
rising from amidst a thicket of roses ; whilst 
bowers of myrtle and of jessamine ; transpa- 
rent fountains ; terraces ; and grass, walks 
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Uh\ <j«l In mmt lattr; %xtrp 

crcrt iTbrrc tci br fantul. 

U W'at in tbi^ bMnt^tton, tbril Madams 
Pomjndnur limw-bl lo prrA'ttion, bffartcf 
paUantff, IT ib^ Kirt^ bad fo 

w«Nrt brr, in nnvtjwt nf tbr |;tound<, tbr a1- 
I^KtU cd«*lf^W In fore. band «Uti him; 
and l/»nU funnd birr 

n milW tnabl { srimnirnri as a mm: and ttl 
nibirn^, a< nn «b1»^v% nr au adai#f prb nlTcf- 
ih«: him mill 4 norm Trom <br rtiir. On^ 
dar >bf* drrikW'tl ber^rlf im a j^ardt^n^r** ti’if<', 
nr an a j>ra\ant ptl ; and nnodicr day» tis a 
»bt jilirt-dm ; w> dubcutf^ Ma< tb** tS'b of rou%- 
injt tbr Kins from bii mc-lahcboly. ^Vbrn all 
tbf in^ttiUtwwof i«ri Mire- r\b»xj*tr<t ; ♦!»»• tbrn 
Ixtboo^bt btrttir« of tli** IVincr in 

rb<r tdttc-alion of rbildnt’tit fft^b ffotn On? 
batvl of natnrr; cjatf tb^tn obj'^iti nf bit 
Tbf auitidni; a jitlnrf «f 1m eba- 
tarlrr, \»ai tb<‘ dlfbcnU 

jT&it c*f it r btusfim of ibt faYOtiu. 


♦ bxtln^j become tht 





successor of Madame de Pompadour in this 

delicious abode, fixed , for some months both 

\ 

the aifection and inclination of the Monarch. 
She had great quickness of understanding, , 
pleasing manners ; and shewed great capacity, 
both for learning, and comprehension. 

The King was her frequent visitor ; but 
lier mode of life was very retired, and very 
few ladies of the Court were admitted to 
her. To visit at the Hermitage, was a mark ' 
of great intimacy with, or confidence on the 
part of the King. 

One day, Mademoiselle * * * * said to 
the King, with a sneering smile, “ What 
terms are you on now-a-days, with the old 
coquette The King, wlio was persuaded 
she had not put a question of . that kind to 
him, entirely from herself, shewed his displea- ^ 
sure ; he knit his brows ; bit his . lips ; and 
looking sternly at her, ordered her instantly to 
tell him, who had put it into her head, to make 
such a speech to liim. 



ritrtmflr temfirtl., 
l)tm, iVUmtw. 

TI>U Uih !»s4 livfd A long linn' in tljr 
cinmt of iniimacj* mill MaiUmr »?o 

I’omjiailoTir ; l»nl llit* fnrtnKl>ij»> of uomm, 
l»rinu natttrallv lo clian;^; tlifr 

|»2nl iM-fomo rnrm'ir^ ; am! lltr King fimling 
lliai Meilftinf vi'hImi! lo rfiVci 

intfign*'. il«r min of Mmlanir c!^* l*omj»3i!fiiwr, 
t\l»o na% oiliort* to ilic n Itolt* Coqn of rroncr. 
ft* \^<1!8 v lltr ttalion ; liauulirt! Mailamc 
Irkrt 10 onp of hfT oitatoi, 

A* <0 ilti* King nat 

too iincorrlr ntlarltHl to lifr* nf»l to paoion 
lirr^forinloit %rpi’* nfiirr inrxjj^-fKivfo, 

lln* rontinutt! Ijt*. connot»*m with hfr, til! **{«■ 
ttt*f<!r him thf fatbff of « fffw' rhiMj whrn ho 
Tna»rif4 htt lt)» gfnltman : with whom %h? 
in ihtmott ifftymatliahlir waumr. 



CHAPTER IV. 


Continuation of the means employed by Ma- 
dame de P ompadour to amuse, and preserve 
her iiijliiencc over Louis the XVih. Anec- 
dotes of Monsieur de Lugeac, The King 
ma^iifests the most decided taste for the young 
girls, procured for him, through the means 
of Madame de Pompadour. Secret anec- 
dotes of the Petids Apartemens, and of 
the Parc aux Cerfs. 

MADAME DE POMPADOUR ^rd^l con- 
vinced that the King might be governed ; and 
also that he was not averse to being so ; and 
tnowing that the Cardinal had found the secret 
of ruling over him, and had constantly taken 
advantage of it, until his death ; and that Ma- 
dame de Chkteauroux had possessed equal in- 
fluence over him, except in the moment when 
the King, terrified by the threats of his Con- 
fessor, at Metz, sent her back to her sister in 
disgrace ; and that she, herself, (i\ladame de- 
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rcmpailotJt) !h5»e1 littn to her own 

»war, ttmt hai! f Uf<w!^<! Jn rrnitJoj; Inm from 
Itw mHan choir, ttrul in nmu^n^ him, hy 
rarf 10 *; hifc plwtirr* ; conliriunl, indirrctlj, 
fnpphinp ihif Pnocr wiih lounj: pfis which 
•Itf hart the art of maVio^ jjccrplnhlc lo 
him. 


Tl»c fiticctlotrt, aimilat to what I hacc 
jo't irlftlrtl, arrwilhoal numher. It wa% hj 
the wmftii of jKitHr«it», that thow prnom 
whom it txat niihctl to throw in ihr IVincr** 
wur* writ* mafic UnoH^i lo him. It nooW 
Jiaic brrn inilrlicatc to hate praiwfl n joon^ 
prrvm |>nrwnt ; hal therr rra» no imlclicacjr 
in praUlng a hnr jyjrtrait, 

T1»c MaiijuU 4c ncjifirw to .Ma* 

4ttuvc 4c PotTt|utlour, ititrjrttnl in 
llirticw* of hi< aunt, ati4 a* well rcrwtl «f 
htiKlf, in the »fl of f!atlcriftj: hi* matter, 
^aunlr*!, to tti Kinr, the prai-rtof iWfntmjij 
|;iiU that IciVl, l.U YaUt,4c-CK.amVrr, rot* 
Icctnl %iiih tn> tsiuth cart sJJrrti, in the 
Cajital. 
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A celebrated painter having undertaken 
to paint a holy family, on the waimcoting of 
the laboratory of Maria Leczinska ; and ig- 
norant, as well as that Princess, that Madame- 
de Pompadour had chosen, for the scene of 
her artifices, the very apartment of the most ' 
pious of Queens ; painted, on the wood work, 
from a likeness of the most beautiful girl that 
could be found, a lovely Virgin Mary, in the 
bosom of her family. 

The King, who plainly perceived that 
this figure was copied from the life, and was 
a portrait, expressed his sensations at the 
sight of it ; and Lugeac, who had received 
his lesson from Madame de Pompadour, al- 
ways skilful in aiding the King in bis ca- 
prices, offered to produce the model, aft^ 
which the Saint had been copied. It was a 
young lady of about twelve years of age, 
of a heavenly countenance ; ‘ the daughter of 
an Irish gentleman, who had fled to France, 
during the revolutions of his own country. ' 

^ ^ ■* 

To carry off this child from her Mother, 



f^DrK titii Lopnc bhla plan, 
to|iromUe mccWi 

Tl»rr Ihr MoUirr, nho MoUi#TJ 

l>f‘f«Ja»g1ttrT, lhal ilir rliilcl iKtn w>f0rlu* 
nair a% toattrart llie nolict* of a Utir, of tijc 
\Trr diitmctinn at tijr Cotin of th** 

Qoi^o, Mst% inocti itrufV with !jf r, <1unnj^ 
iW time lh^ paintrr ^a» taVin^ \>rr Ijitorei ; 
lli^r aKorrnl hfr, t!iat thi% Utly ws* in thf 
liipbtnl faTqr «»!h tb** Uarro, on account of 
licf ?:frat pict^* that wai lifry rich, that 
*bf had no child rrii ; and lUal thr Ua*! pico* 
of poott fortoni* that mold liapjvrn to her, 
to W cdocatM at Court, ttnder the etc* of 
the Qu^c^n, and to rtccitc a Mwhhnjj portion 
from her Mttjcitr. 

NVhm i* the ^toihcT whovf hrart fould 
withstand inch Imptinip: re^Jftw'ntatinuf ! 
Madsmr d« * ♦ *, fjtti'r rnthsniM at •uch 
rjocaptctcti ft^rlun*", to^V Iwt daughter 
to th^ houw' of th*' Qnr^n** of 

and the d*t thefr, rctomin^ 
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Q. thousand grateful blessings to Protidence, 
for such unlooked-for favors to her .child. 

After the dinner, they persuaded this un- 
fortunate Mother to absent lierself for a short 
time, under pretence, of trying how^ her daugh- 
ter would bear the separation. Le Bel was at 
.this moment waiting -for her, and this fabrica- 
tor, of so many various, and deep laid plans, 
carried away .the child, into an apartment .of 
his own, which was situated in a pavilion of 
the Thuilleries ; a sort of depot, (which since 
has been pretty well known) for those children 
which he made .choice -of, for the pleasures of 
the Prince. The Mother, on returning to this 
pretended lady of the Queens, could neither 
find her daughter, nor the lady, noriLugeac, 
nor Le Bel ; but the door was shut against 
her. In vain had-she recourse to cries, tears, or 
threats, or calling heayen and earth to witness 
the infamy of such an act; a person,. at fast 
made' his appearance, who told her, that her 
daughter was in a privileged sanctuary, where 
not even the Police could presume to make a 


♦rafflj ; fo 

ihtt I hr li»<h« whom htr fUwgh* 

Iff Itaxllhr ^ivic! Toflun*' (o pfraw*; uliitli 
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of Iji-r rvitbtr t^brit ibrt!»r*abl dn 
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aaiv! li r Ki»^? t < la' Uel be 

b*t tbr otan f.£2^r i ** cam.-d J: Tf i^tn I* '■ 
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upper, story of the chateau, and settled her 
in the loftiest , rooms of his petit’s appavtemens, 
where he used to amuse himself with a yoiing 
lady of Versailles, named extremely 

famous in the art of turning, which she. had 
taught him, . 

When Louis the XVth went to Trianon, 
Le. Bel carried the, child to a housej in the 
Rue. Satori ; hut such was the jealousy of the 
King, that no one was permitted to. see her. 
Becoming marriageable, and vrith child, five 
months after her installation into the petit’s 
appartemens, she had a fall over a screen, 
which, brought on n miscarriage. The King, 
who every day became more attached to hert 
was distressed beyond measure; and so much 
was he interested about her, that Madame de 
Pompadour, who, of coursej could not be 
ignorant of these ^mysteries, as her relation, 
M. de Lugeac, as vvellas Le Bel, made her 
the most faithful report of all the -King’s 
actions, grew every day more and, more jea-. 
lo.us of this child; She sought by every 
means in her power to check her influence, 



sf.cl *f» »ntr?^npt !H»' t}i«* Kln;r 

With lur: ht in!r?vlwfi«« oth^f t(» 
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U% |Tjarr\ !t<r, *^hr in li»r 
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cumstatices, appeared dejected,but,jieveVtlie- 
lessjsilentaiid resigned; she carried the sorrows 
and vexations, rvhich this disorderly life of the 
King's occasioned her, to the foot of the 
■ Cross. , ■ 

His Royal Highness the Dauphin also, 
expressed great sorrow for the fate of those 
children ; and the regularity of his life, was 
the severest /and most eloquent satire on the 
conduct of his father ; who, without remorse, 
gave himself up to a life oC libertinism, 
which he endeavoured to, accommodate 
as ■ well as he could, with his known at- 
tacliment to his religion. To see this Prince 
at Mass, at Vespers, ^ or at a sermon, one would 
have supposed, one beheld another Saint 
Louis ; so warmly, and wRh such apparent 
‘ zeal, did he sing and pray with the congrega- 
tion. His picture should be taken when lie' 
is: reciting his /icwj’cs in the Tribunal, at 
Versailles; when reading his prayers, he lias 
every exterior of the most profound devotion ; 
and even after he has' , shut . his prayer 
book, and laid it on his prie dieu^ (reading 



Jm* lipk ffmlmnr iit juayr, irith •wfh 
i&tlctUrH), lltat ttfrv tTjwult' of ^Urtuitj. 
frftafK^' I* in aciWn. Manji* nnnt;| »nj»|K>of it 
inrrv* n^^iltrr of fatfr, !«♦’ na% |»{airin:j; 
!nit «jUilr tlir Tt>f Ktcs^ u nstti- 

rjtUii >rn rr1ipflti%; Init tie r»cr |l^tl 
faiUfig of avmcintin^ lil>rtliniMn oith f*rti* 
fjjnyi. In llir iotrnrtr nf liU , lie Iia* 

t:i%rh fOrli pfiKifk of thi( jnnccloti, 

that iluiw' vUio oitt^ tU^facter* 

ar«t ftr ilje mean* of v^lweJnj: arjtl 

i^nirroiit^ Innt, *ouM not ntoM at 

liim. If» on tlvt one lund, he rarrWtJ nlF m 
loanv liltlr j;itU ffoni tlirir parent* In tti 
tn*tfument*t of hU pl^-i^nirr, jeU nn thr 
Itr Itvtl. iltt- j«fr3tr*i< pa)n» in in*tn:cl 
llsi-m lijttvwlf* in iFr itutve* <»f rrlt^ooi. lie 
llH'fti lo ir-sd , t-> anil tn *4t 

ifitif a:* a tionld 

i atx! |ytd»o;j f'Jlli la 

lansnsi^y of (i!eit>tn>n. .N*f, ftjt* 
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is ;f *Mi\t 1n> piuat f^tnor, 1-' t "drit*! 
tM» .etf I f'r^Us'r^ *-»l In !”•«!* Jt"! 

p'Xitn ?a <» •'S ; 
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these prajers were over, the one selected, rose 
fiom her knees with him, and they retired 
together, talking all the time of God, the 
Virgin Mary, and the Saints': and afterwards 
when the Parc aux Ccrf (as this Hermitage 
of Madame de PoihpadouPs was called) was 
stocked with little creatures, stolen from their 
parents, for his pleasures, religion formed a 
principal part of their education. 

> 

They were taken to mass with the greatest 
regularity ; and when their health rendered 
them incapable of going there ; the King or- 
dered them to read the prayers of the mass in 
their room. Before the Parc aux Cerfs was ex- 
clusively appropriated for their abode,- the 
Prince passed a great part of tlie-day, in what 
was called Les Petits Appartemens, where they- 
were lodged. 

They had each two u aiting women attach-, 
ed to them, and one of the King’s principal 
amusements, was to dress them, and lace 
their stays, and to set them copies of writing.- 
-Many of these young ladies have been known 
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5^*4 hr ^ta4ltaf•Ja<<Ut • « * whit rso*.US 

the tl.* 



250 


was brought up like the others,^ without 
the smallest communication with her mo- 
ther. ‘ ‘ ' V - 

> 

But as she was a woman of virtue, 
great feeling, and an excellent mother; she 
took her measures so well, that she succeeded 
in procuring "a knowledge of what had be- 
come of the daughter, she had had by Louis 
the XVth. • • • . ' . 

' She discovered that her child was a 
boarder in the Convent of the Presentation, 
in the Rue des Postes ; but how was she 
to gain admittance into an house, inacces- 
sible to every one ; the Superior of which 
was in possession of the King^s secret ? The 
ingenuity of a mother, suggested to her the 
placing under the care of this abbess, and 
the educating in her conveut,^ a little girl, oi^ 
three years old, the issue of her marriage ; 
and by this means, to obtain permission to 
penetrate into the interior of the convent, and 
to embrace the daughter whom she had borne 
to LouisThe XVth, in her visits to the little 
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Remarking in one of them the clear 
ferown complexion of the King/ his fine eyes; 
his smile ; the nose of the Bourbons ; the en- 
semble, and the majestic mien of the King ; 
his air ; and his figure ; she recognised the 
daughter of Louis the XVth, from all the 
other boarders ; and, as a fond mother, shed 
tears of joy at the recognition. 

*. f ^ 

/ 

. How ingenious are the contnvances of a 
woman of this disposition ! Madame de ^ ^ * 
^succeeded in gaining admission into the Con- 
vent; and to dine, in private, with her two 
daughters, in the cell of a nun, who was an 
eye witness to this alfecting scene. 

f ' ' < , 

( 

The eldest girl already idolized her 
young sister, without knowing that she was 
her sister; and, whilst the mother was in the 
cell bestowing her caresses on the little one. 
Mademoiselle de St. Andre (which yvas the 
naine the daughter of the King was called by) 
as if inspired by nature, said to her mother, 

“ Madame, I have ever been endeavouring, 

/ 

since I can recollect, but without success, to 
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The tutor of Mademoiselle de St. Andre, 
named Jo untj and Monsieur Berlin were soon 
informed of this affecting scene; the King, 
also was made acquainted and the most rigorous 
orders were immediatelj issued for an horrK 
ble separation, which deprived both mother 
and daughter, of all further knowledge of each 
other. This is the same young lady, who since 
has been married to Monsieur de ~ — ^ ^ ■ 
and whose fine face, and exact resemblance 
to that of the King, touched the Monarch so 
forcibly at the moment of lier presentation at 
Court, on her . marriage, that he could not 
restrain from shedding tears, at seeing' him- 
self so exactly copied by the hand of na- \ 
ture..- 

This presentation took place, during the 
favor of Madame Dubarre, who ordered Ma- 
demoiselle de Saint Andre, never to speak of 
her father, if she wished to please the; King, 
of to obtain his favor. 

iSut Madame de ^ f ^ seeing that the 
King, her father, was so affected, and , that 
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CHAPTER V. 


Continuation of the Anecdotes relative to the 
young ladies who succeeded in pleasing the 
King. History of Mademoiselle Tiercelin.. 
Secret Anecdotes. The King imprisons his 
Mistress and her Father. Observations on 
the character of the King. 

AMONGST the young ladies of this tender 
age, with whom the King amused himself 
either after, or during the period of Ma- 
dame de Pompadour’s favor, Mademoiselle 
Tiercelin was particularly remarked ; whom 
the King ordered to take the name of Madame 
de Bonneval, the very day she was presented 
to him. 

The King was the first who noticed this 
child, who at that time was only nine years of 
age, and walking with her nurse in the Gardens 
of the Thuilleries, one day that he came in 
state to visit his good city of Paris ; and in the 





(u tj? wiT the IkauIjt 

of {tail cliiMi iU\k KiiAiU v*tl» 

«l<t*M<| luuti^ir lu AfuiiiWar linj l«> 

liuU out Mai lK<»nMc of .t UuU 

;;ut ni* uu;r \<AtioUU iKAHliful aa luvr, nKo 

M<Am aIUu;: M}(U l4^r uurw lo the (tAitUm uf 
tho Uic t!4> that llff* Kltt^CAillC to 

tlu« lie* Surtiut^ I* ,% smv 

ilttifui ui hii line ; Uc ut %*i mauv 

ta MoiU. that iiutKM*UM4tl ia 

auf *uuu}t At latl {^>yo4) uut llic iju<f 

ua^rf M L;ner c4ic < taliJ m a*» ih^i J**wli *-> 
itfUrU th« Ktu.; ; tbu uu^xli' ^ouuti. :t-M4cc uf 
ili<* <cUii»i Av^Uii tlrc limo^iriy* *w>ii niUi a f«»» 

lU*' UUt^rt(<UMUl ^41 lxi\i;;b{ OKf. H 
t»«k the dau^Lltr of ^lom4^u^ ’iK««}ii4, 4 
U.AJJ of UjUiOvlirwi* M Uy *«»» 

h*^r -atn .ui of lUti i>Atu/r- 
VjH Juw^ 4*>k to U<< Wf he 

MAI tv4ii that Lf<<‘ hwtU ) Ml !*>« » •«) ihal 

hr 4»w|^iUl to iW »Al vl Iti /, A *«>v6'<f 

>,{ tt < iUt* t » I Wj. I Uiil« 

|t4h*‘4»>^ hi! UW4|^4 

ij-lt - mJ-* < »»t It • 4! f I'jiwt 



258 


Madame de Bonneval at the age of twelve 
years and six months, was introduced under 
that name into the Petits Appartemens at 
Versailles, for the amusement of the King*. As 
she was by nature very giddy and capricious, 
she did not like him ; “You are an ugly fellow,^* 
said she, throwing the diamonds and jewels 
that the King gave her, oat of the window. 

it was of this child and her father, the 
one as little dangerous as the other, that the 
Duke de Choiseul had the weakness to be 
jealous ; it was reported to him, that the 
King of Prussia, tired both of him and of Ma- 
dame de Pompadour, was secretly endeavour- 
ing to establish Mademoiselle Tiercelin, as 
declared Mistress to the King ; the King cer- 
tainly was excessively attached to her. It was 
also reported to the Minister, that Monsieur 
Tiercelin the father was deeply implicated 
in this foreign intrigue ; in consequence of 
which, both father and daughter were separate- 
ly confined in the Bastiie. 

Xhe King’s conduct in this matter, is 
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Bastile, was discovered. Mademoiselle Tier- 

t 

celin, instead of being again taken into favor, 
received orders to^retire' into a Convent, and 
she was only permitted to see her son, ‘ under 
the express condition that she should not de- 
clare herself his motheK"^ 


* These anecdotes are strictly correct ; Mademoiselle Tier- 
known at that time by the name of Madame deBonnevaf, 
related them circumstantially to Madame de * * % who confirm- 
ed them to me. It is the Mother of the Abbe Leduc> another 
striking resemblance of Louis the J^Vth, who had the courage 
to demand of tlie Judges of Louis the XVIth, the body of her 
nephew^ for the purpose of burying it. 

There are still existing iu the French Republic,^ several of 
the children of Louis the XVth> acknowledged as such, as well 
as several other children belonging to the Duke of Orleans (the 
father of equality\ towards whom it is to be hoped the Repub- 
lic will act with liberality arid justice. It has been remarked 
that very few of the children of our Princes born out of wed- 
lock, have quitted France, and that those who remained, sup- 
ported their misfortunes with courage and philosophy; they 
cannot without injustice be excluded from tlxe benefit of the law, 
which ensures a provision for children born out of wedlock* 
The aspect of these children, the remains of a house, which has 
filled the universe with its fame, offers something so strikingly 
)»entimental in the bosom of the Republic, that will doubtless 
induce the Government to give tliem those proofs of that impar- 
tiality and of French magnanimity, so consistent witli our na- 
tional character. The house from whence they trace their de- 
scent, has assuredly left a sufficiently magnificent inheritance 
behind it, that the Government can have no hesitation in lulfill- 
ing towards them, those duties which nature inspire:^ lathers 
with* Feeling and toleration destroy faction, and create attach- 
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tenay, to stile themselves the descendants of Louis the Gros, 
“ Is not this family a justificatory proof of the solidity of our 
establishment Louis the XIVth would not acknowledge 
the House of Courtenay; not because it would have become 
the eldest branch of France, but because this acknowledgement 
gave them precedence over the nobles, and put it in their poxoep 
to dispute th'i point of precedence mth the Princes, 
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a iiieritonoiis action would it be thus to bum 
'Madame de Pompadour ! She will pervert 
our King, she will destroy every sentiment of 
piety or modesty at Court, she will ruin the 
cause of religion throughout the whole King- 
dom. It is she who is the deadly enemy of 
the Jesuits.'^ 

The hatred of the two parties must lead 
to some great event. ' Of all the situations 
which the King confides to his subjects, there 
is not one in all the Kingdom of such', conse- 
quence as the Archbishopric of Paris, the pre-' 
late of which is in tact Primate of the Gauls, 
Monsieur de Beaumont is consulted from one 
end of France to the other; he. is the very soul 
of the clergy ; his revenues amount to more 
than eio'ht hundred thousand livres. if he 
chose, he could occasion the most serious em- 
barrassments to the Court ; his office might be 
afoot-stool to bis ambition; for it is indepen- 
dent of all controui, and is for life. The King 
has no objection to Monsieur de Beaumont s 
being made a Cardinal, but he first requires 
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and the virtue of his heart, will of course 
require an exclusive chapter in the history of 
Louis the XVth. 

Madame de Pompadour and Monsieur 
de Beaumont hate each other most cordially, 
and make no secret of it. Monsieur de Beau- 
mont considers her as the enemy of religion, 
of the Church, of 'its Ministers, and above 
all of the Jesuits. She is the protectress of 
the unbelievers, Atheists and Economists; 
and the enemy ' of the Queen, the Dauphinj 
and of all the friends of Monsieur de Beau- 
mont. . 

Madame de Pompadour, on her part,, 
considers Monsieur de Beaumont as the na- 
tural eiiemy of alLthat she loves ; but what 
is most distressing to her, is to foresee that he 
is much younger than the King ; and it being 
his office, as Archbiffi'op of Paris, to close the 
King\s eyes, it is his interest to take advan- 
tage of the terrors of the dying King, to make 
him submit to the duties of his creed, and 
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CHAPTER VII. 


New modes adopted hy Madame de Pompa^' 
dour to amuse the King\ and to preserve 
her injiuence over him. She endeavours to 
engage, him in beautifying the City of 
Paris, and in promoting the progress of the 
Arts, Nullity of the King, who has no 
taste for the Arts. Feelings of the Parisians 
towards Louis the XVih, and of Louis 
the XVth towards the Parisians. 


IN vain did Madame de Pompadour conceal 
her intrigues, and the schemes which she de- 
vised to amuse the King, for latterly this 
Prince felt for her the most perfect indif- 
ference, and held her in ~ secret contempt. 
•The murmurs of the party attached to the 
Queen, and to His, Royal Highness the Dau- 
phin, were in proportion to the patience of a 
Monarch, who thought Madame de Pompa- 
dour under his government, when, in fact, it 
was she who governed him, 
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instead of applauses and shouts of “ long liv'e 
the. King/* there reigned a dead silence, which 
caused him the greatest mortificatio/i ; and 
he was a long time before he visited his capi- 
tal, again, where he was received the first time 
he renewed his visit, wdth the shouts of ‘Uong 
live the King,*’ mingled .with cries for bread, ' 
which he had either suffered or countenanced 
raising the price of; since which he determin- 
ed within, himself to go ;as seldom as possible 
to his haughty capital : he w'as therefore far 
from being friendly to the plan, w^hich had 
been proposed to Madame de .Pompadour, of 
beautifying his good City, which on , its part 
heartily returned him his indifference. It is 
nevertheless certain that hemighthave regained 

V 

the love of the Parisians, liad he shewn an 
interest in the embellishment of their city. 

I will here briefly relate what I heard 
pi’o^osed.on this business to Marigny, who 
wished for nothing ,so much as to put it into 
execution, if it had been his power, : 

It had been represented by those travellers 
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.Maduinc dc Pompadour diduot eudeuvour to 
get tliu better of. 

It was also proposed to decorate the gal- 
lery of the Louvre, by placing t’-.ere tlie works 
ot tile lir.st mailers of tfie ditfereut schools of 
i’.urope,* but lids grand plan was instantly 
Opposed hv the remonstrances of tlie principal 
painters of the day, actuated by a base spirit 
of jealousy, whicfi ever is the bane of this 
class of persons ; so that .Madame de Pompa- 
dour abandoned this plan assJie had done the 
other. 

A plan of a tiiucb more magniiicent na- 
ture was laid before her, that of rc-huilding 
the Cibj of Parisy the narrow and disgusting 
streets of which hear no small resemblance to the 
Lutetia of the Franks. The plan as proposed to 
her, was as follows : in the lirst place a general 
ground plan was placed before her, in which 
were luurked those buildings that were intended 
to be preserved such as the Church of iNotre 


** Since realized by Buonaparte, 
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one side, and the Luxembourg on the other. 
The King was quite insensible and indifferent 
to this plan. It was then proposed to him to 
stucco the walls of the Palace of the Louvre, 
which is one of the finest monuments of mo^ 
dern architecture, and which is not even 
plastered over ; but even that project failed, 
because a professional man, jealous of the 
beautiful simplicity of this edifice^ opposed 
its execution. This second-rate genius would 

rather that this palace should go to ruin, that 

/ 

his owm buildings may not be eclipsed by it. , 

Painters and architects are all of them so 

/ 

self-opinionated, have so exclusive a self-love, 
,and such a criminal selfishness, I may call it, 
that they, would chearfully demolish every 
chef-d’oeuvre of their predecessors, provided 
their owm productions might remain. There 
is not a public building erected in France, 
by an architect of the age of Louis the.XlVth, 
that,, if the continuation, or the finishing of 
it was to be entrusted to one of our second- 
rate men, would not run the risque of being 
spoiled, or disfigured by the.' modern ideas of 
the artist. It is not, however, the less trua 
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into a city which would liave had no equal in 
Europe. It was argued in favor of this plan» 
that it would greatly contribute to the health 
of tlie inhabitants; and it w'as proved that 
the disorders which every summer make such 
ravages in Paris, have their origin in the filth 
of certain quarters of the city, where the gut- 
ters are foul, the houses of the mechanics so 
crowded on each other, and the stagnant air 
so confined at the bottom of streets full of 
mud, and wet or damp at all seasons, from 
their being so narrow, and having the houses, 
on each side, four or five stories in height ; so, 
that the City of Paris is ever the Lutetia of 
the Ancients, or the city of filth. 

The King was equally indifferent to this 
project, and Madame de Pompadour, .who 
would with pleasure have seen him occupied 
in pulling down and building up again, par- 
ticularly in the formation French Squares, 
which would have given an elegance to his 
Capital, of which no idea can be formed, 
could not persuade him to give, on this;point, 
the least satisfaction to the Parisians, who are 
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Vers?jilles, Sfc. which are noble and grand 
wioniiments that reinind us of the ancestors of 
our Kings, 

Madame de Pompadour, who had her 
/cars (as she said) of being thrown into a ditch^ 
either by the Clergy^, by H, i?. H. the Dau-^ 
phiny or by the Parisian »io6, took some pains 
‘ to prepare herself a burial place ; and to en- 
title herself to it, she affected to be greatly 
interested in the rebuilding’ of a Church. 
Will it be believed what Church it was ? That 
of the Penitent Magdalpn. JBut the King, 
who was secretly ashamed of the libertine life 
he led, and who was informed that his favo- 
rite’s ambition led her to aspire to a magnifi- 
cent sepulture, (although Madame de Mailly, 
in the bitterness of her repentance for having 
been his first Mistress, wished to be interred 
in the Church -yard of the Innocents, and 
even under the drain) and not wishing to 
leave to posterity a monument that should 
eternize the memory of the improper attach- 
ment he had borne to a woman detested by 
the universe, secretly thwarted this plan of 
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JNfailamo <]c Poinpadour^x ; aut], tf »hc doo 
noi chai)^ her iniud on thu subject) 1 am 
%€r^ certain, if the King suniivcs her, that 
ortleni nill be given that the remains of Ma» 
(lame be privately* interred in some remote, if 
not disgraceful s^>ot ; and should a vvord bo 
uantiDg, to intlucoco him &o to do, 1 am cer- 
tain it will hoou bo whispered to him. 

ji 

The King w;is more favorabljr disposed 
towards a plan of Madanve da Pompadour's 
proposing to him, the establishing anianufac* 
lure of china at Sevres. At the time of her 
being declared Favorite,, the cUina in Franco 
was hut a poor and awkward imitation of 
the figun^, the flowers, and the landscapes 
of the china of Japan. This ssas the extent 
of our nndi-itakingii. Madame dc Pompa* 
dour thought it worthj^ of Franco to {xekwss 
a manufactorji* of china that should be as dis* 
tinguidied as ber manufocturcM of (ksbeliu's 
Tapes! rv; of Soaps; and of Looking Glaxw*, 
&.C. Ch^mUts, for die improvemau of the 
dar; painters of flowers and of landscapes, 
to oruamcul; and sculptors, to frame the 
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most beautiful forms, were called in, to bring 
this art to perfection. Tlie Prench are so 
ingenious ! All the arts seemed to vie with 
each other in creating this in the shortest 
space of time. We had china botli in vases 
and services superior to those of Saxony. 

The. King, on this occasion, was much 
pleased at the progress of an art which would 
enable him to furnish, from his own manufac- 
tory, table services of china, Avorthy of being 
sent as presents to the Sovereigns of Europe. 
The manutactory was first established at Vin- 
cennes ; the King had it removed to Sevres 5 
became one of its subscribers, and took great 
pleasure in often going to inspect its progress. 
Previous to this establishment, which has 
given birth to so many other manufactures, 
France purchased yearly, from the Saxons 
j or the Chinese, four or five hundred thou- 
sand livres Avorth of china ; and at the time 
this article is Avritteii, foreigners expend a 
much larger sum with us for the purchase of 
our fchina, Avhich gives bread to our AAork- 
men ; enriches proprietors j and adds to the 
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optiiioii ilul rorcigniTi cutcrtsln of our 
ulcjiu ibr unit c«(t/ 

iliing to |K rrtcttDti. \Vc uiU» tUtrcforc, 
gitc llml CfLdii to Mailamo du roiup«ii!our» 
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CHAPTER VJII. 


Continuation of the private life of Madame de 
Pompadour at the Court of Frafice^ and of 
her contrivances to amuse the King, She 
amuses herself in the act of engraving on 
gems and copper. She engraves the principal 
events of the History of Louis the XVth. 
Explanation of the twelve principal subjects 
„ from her graver. Anecdotes. 


MADAME DE POMPADOUR ^ may be. 
reckoned amongst the class of mortals who 
are born with a taste for the arts ; it has been 
said that the pretty engravings which really 
were the work of her graver, were not done 
by herself ; but the assertion is void of truth. 
Having seen this lady at -work, I can testify 
that these engravings are actually executed by 
herself. She had received every instruction 
necessary in this line, and as nature has gifted 
her with a great deal of talent, these works 
are- the necessary result of study and of taste. 



it j#<rf%rmtor rauU hixo 

C4l(43U<i^ tl^jU iitnd; lUlm^kJ *<tm th<f 
wcfic U^»i» irt <»U»ulc till? tiuc aiu, 

tat ti^t ta }k$ Attiii* (tcii^{fc». Ail .VtaliAM 
h) hU c}nHt» U tU« inaftt t«l|)Uvik of 
uittout tu u<frtar^ ; ^{jti (tii K<rvla(r 
ouhUpaftf ikiouUi* iiutUt^uaic (o iha {tur* 
j<»*r*of frprr c»r tl^Mily ; i»c i* r\fti 

idllic tcrji uhtiU h« 

i* </r* wJiJi *!i« att of 

ci<rjr ac<ortiin;« lu hn raut, %ihicU cau 
o«lr ac<{UUf«i hr thr t)( ttiura^hid of 

a.itututjf radh; atVLtnhich iuthru^hhl^o 
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iW AuiUaU’M i*( whivh 

futi v/ nUtdik^ aa4 oihtjr 

Uuuij;tv^t hakUu44f4(h<' aU 
fcjh, a» 4 a»» A «<*»iaua \( >bii* h*.» lis 

h*r j4ia*va ii^t 
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1*4 \* lUr LUfi/ vX $ Mad&^ 4» 



284 


Pompadour’s productions in this line ; none 
but her friends have ever been in possession of 
a collection of her engravings ; she fears their 
being criticised, as she has ho other view in 
thus occupying herself, but of amusing the 
King, and of attachment to the person of his 
son. ‘ : ' 


. it is with that intention that she engraved 
on a gem, the likenesses of the Dauphin and 
Dauphiness, whose features she greatly flat- 
tered : so much so that this Princess was weak 
enough for a mQ,aient to shew some pleasure 
at it j and to relax from that dignified manner 
which she constantlj^ assumed, and even car- 
ried to the greatest degree of hauteur, when- 
ever chance threw her in the way of Madame 
de Pompadour. These two portraits have since 
been engraved upon copper, but are little 
known. Madame de Pompadour also engraved 
a portrait of the King,’ but it had hot the same 
merit of execution as the Dauphin’s : she en- 
graved both on a gem and on copper, the 
iiknessof the Abbe de Bernis her. dependant, 



iP/j 

amU'cmAr lajr, her iiHce U ii 

iUu» 4iO 


,M>iUmctlc IMttijutlaur lia<! forme <I the in- 
(cnliunaut! jidtti)' c\cc»i(ttl it* of cugrau'njj 
IkjiIi wsi 4 uui, mul on coj)i>cr, all (he principal 
ti<au of (he ru^rt of laJwU the XVih. Slio 
Ix^an thUcunou» umlet taking; withtlic lialtlo 
of loute noji » 't he Kinj: i» n presented in iliit 
l‘nat, a* jrCti'in.4 ath)uu from (he Iiandnof 
\Klur(» atid dining the ihiuphin hU son iii 
an aniif^uc Car; it t» kitoun (ItAit ho Ivd him 
huaKlf (o (he t^rhtof baltUs and armed him 
4 fiOiU lop lo (oe f tfe pted cn’cupy 

•«rcHuha 4 to (he mmle of our anc(»ior». Ala- 
daa*** dr iViupathotr totild nut prf^'Ul in (ha 
KMi^ani kuhj«U vj ll4ti<.Kn^ fur cajj rat inj»*r 
the had (hi* hattle in |h.rs*jii| 

i*uh ♦ach *at<ra; (lul the Alonaith, hie 
Vj^a.ihe Tfin^v *A the KUit!. and theoilar 
Hr(r in'ihsi lUtth, «htch tni* ob- 
iiiUiUh r<d^ a;d (he tutory wa di^" 

p^Nd^ihit ft l)<a&A «^Siaa^ho(hhila)ndou/ 
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Pomp;Klour\s productions in this line ; none 
bather friends have ever been in possession of 
acollecbon of her engravings ; she fears their 
being criticised, as she has no other view in 
thus occupying herself, but of amusing the 
King, and of attaclnnent to the person of his 
son. 


It is witii that intention that she engraved 
on a gem, the likenesses of the Dauphin and 
Daupliine>s, whose features she greatly flat* 
tered : so iiiuch so tJiat this Princess was weak 
enough for a moment to shew some pleasure 
at it, and to relax from that dignified manner 
which she constantly assumed, and even car- 
ried to the greatest degree of hauteur, when- 
ever chance threw her in the way of Madame 
de Pompadour, These two portraits have since 
been engraved upon copper, but are little 
known. Madame de Pompadour also engraved 
a portrait of the King, but it had nottiieaame 
merit of exec'ution as the Dauphin^s: she en- 
graved both on a gem and on copper, the 
liknessof the Abb6 de Bernis her. dependant, 



ant) way ^ay, her Pigeon^ iince it B 
ilni^ aivu) s» calt» him. 

Tfiumpft of Fontow^, 

MucUmedi* Pymj)adaur had furmed the iu« 
tcniiofi aixi l»ari^y c\ccut«l it, or eiigrumj^ 
Will on muloii copper, ail the principal 

c\euU uf I lie rvigu of Wuw ilic XVth. Sho 
hr^aii ihi»rurioui> miderlahin;; A>iththc liattlu 
of ruHliuoy. ‘The Kinj; u rrprcNcnitMl in this 
I'riut, u* rt'Ciiviii^ acroua from Iho haudiof 
\ktory, ami driiiiig tiie Oauphiu hK aou in 
an atiUt^ue Car; it i:»Ummu'thut he let! him 
himnlf tu the drld of Wtile, and armed him 
aw a Knight fiuui top to tue /^ud cn cep) 
accotdim; to the iimdi'’ of our unctwiorw.’ Ma- 
dame dc Pompadour i\)uhl nut prt*M:ui to the' 
King any wuhjcct> vi llaUerin^fof engrating’w: 
the King hail gMiord thiw hatilc in jHrrsoti, 
m»d uilh wuch that the Moii ifeh* hii 

W«,iW tir^t Ptince of the Uiooil.aiul iheother 
Piinco* n«re in MiU Ihliii, uhtcli \raw o||. 
aitui<ly e«uUUTxj, ami the %iciory uj dU»' * 
p«(«.h (hat 7c Wth hi Wudun, 
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and in Paris : the King- never spoke of this 
day, without shewing how much he was sa- 
tisfied with it. At the bottom of the engra- 
ving, Madame de Pompadour had the pre- 
caution, as will be seen, to engrave two words 
which are to be found at the bottom of all her 
plates, “ Pompadou sculpsit/^ 

Victory of Lawfeld, 

After the Battle of Fontenoy, that of Law- 
feld ^vas the one which was the most flattering 
to the King, having there beaten the. Duke of 
Cumberland. The Counts of Clermont and 
d*Estr4e, distinguished themselves so much, 
that the enemy lost more than ten thousand 
men ; and left twenty-nine pieces of cannon 
on the field of battle; the King slept the 
same night in the very room, where the Duke 
of Cumberland had slept the evening before'. 
The enemy in their flight left the field covers 
ed with standards annons, muskets, the 
dying and the dead, whom they had not time 
to carry off, Madame de Pompadour veiy 
ingeniously introduced the field of battle into 
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bcr cugraTing; uficrc victor/ trampling umicr 
foot Uio Duigns of Ibc cnem/, prcicoU a crowu 
la tliC King* 

Hfi^raiiug r</atice to the Peace 0 / 17-13. 

'flic itica of lilts print is a very Imppjr 
amHugenious one i ific King is seen placed 
bclntx'it the two Goddesses of Peace, and of 
Victor/; the lost of n horn nishes to entice^ 
the King, trhois clothed as Hercules, to her 
side; mural cronns scattered on the ground, 
icealJ to his iiund the number of heroes uho 
served under him ; but the IMouarch paciij- 
call/ iucUucd, lluteus to the persuasions of 
tI»o Goddoki of Peace; be turns Ids c/cs from 
ibe ticld of battle, to tix them on those of 
Pleut/andof Uartesu. 

UuJerucatU the UgurtsU “ Prclimiaarics 
of the Peace of 17 tS/* 

PauiUrs ate ngl the hulorians, or 
d>e uaM to U; dejxoJtd upon ; nhat led to a 
ioucluuou of j-fCicc, Ha* the uegutiailoo 
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entered into by. the English at Petersburgh, for 
subsidizing thirty thousand Russians to be 
employed against France ; which body of men 
had actually begun their march. The Council 
j udged it impolitictoaccustomthesebarbarians 
to penetrate into Europe. 


* The Author of these Memoirs might alsoadd thatthcKiiig, 
of England paid one hundred thousand pounds sterling, to the 
Czarina, for this military aid. He miglit also have observed 
that -Russia was on his occasion unmindful that her own in- 
teresls, with regard to Prussia and Austria, should have led her 
in the North, as well as those of France in the South, to con- 
stantly lean towards that of the tivo hostile powers (Austria and 
Prussia) which has (he smallest territory and population, and to 
humble that of the two wiiich should assume too great a sway 
over the other} always hearing iu miud that Prussia has it iuli- 
mtely less \v\ its power to aggraudite itself, os enlarge its domi- 
nions, than the House of Austria, having for its neighbour a de- 
climng nation, which through the excess of its stupidity and its 
ignorance has done all in its power, during the eighteenth century, 
to complete the destruction of its Empire. . ■ 

Mr. Pitt will be found not to have been the original author 
of the idea of calling the Russians into Europe,' at the approach 
of tlieeudof a war; his predecessors had entertained the same 
idea as huuselC of subsidizing an army of Russians against us: 
Lonsthe XVth, more skilful, more humane than liie Merlins, 
tlie Reveilleres, the Treilharts, entered into a treaty, by which 
it rvas stipulated that the 30,000 Russians who arrived in Bo- 
hemia, to the assistance of Maria Theresa, should be sent b.jck; 
and in a little more than two months afterwards, the ddiaithe 
treaty of peace w'as signed at Aix la Chapelle. It wasJiouevc, 
rather a treaty of. truce, or temporary tranquillity, by which 
the great contracting powers found theniseives nearly in the 
same state as they were before the war, with the exception of 
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Birth of Ills Boyat Highness the Duke of 
Burgundy, 

Three years after the peace, the birth of 
a Prince occasioned the most general rejoicing 
throughout the Kingdom. Madame de Pom- 
padour, j'ealous, like every narroiv -minded wo- 
man, of not being able to figure in the fetes 
that this birth would occasion, took it into 
her head to change them into acts of Piety, 
and works of Charity; she detests .ill fetes and 
public rejoicings, where she finds she cannot 
shew oiV by the side of the King, and where 
she is necessarily eclipsed by the Queen and 
thcD.iuphincss. She proposed to engage the 
City of Paris to marry six hundred po orgirls, 


Auttiu, lo»t K proviuce of itoportaace , c>f Don Phihp, 
Mlio acquired ibe Duteby of of the Ktog^ of Soidimx, 

Wf bo Added lomc lUbui poatudoat to hu dommioas, aod lutly 
of Uie King of Pniuls, \fho gaiocd the grand pnze, Silrds. a 
moit valuable coaqueO, and Ute pnaapol caute of theactiul end 
future gnudeur of tbr Prusuau Moaarebj. as it obliges tbu 
{Mwer tubold lUelf in p«rp«liul rtaullaess for \rar, on account 
of its {KiWtrful ucigbbout Atutru, and to be ever on tbe ivatch, 
as bdcgper^Ktuslly tseaaced by that olTeoded poiver.ivbtcb was 
obliged U) )y4S; touga tbecoiioo of so Hoe « country; Hhich 
awsref seven yetr* d»raUoa could not recover back. 

u 
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rather than to indulge in popular and costly 
entertainments, and fire works, which, said 
she, “ only interest for a minute.” She cal- 
culated the number of children these mar- 
riages would give to the State, to repair the 
losses of the war. The novelty of the pro- 
ject made it acceptable, and it was adopted. 
It was not foreseen* that this system of the 
Grisette’s, tended to undervalue the cus- 
toms of a Monarchy, of which the Kingly 
power, and the ceremonies attached to it, are 
the^ very essence. Madame de Pompadour 
was nevertheless suspected, and the marriages 
as well as the f^tes were each of them cele- 
brated. She gave orders that all the single 
young women on her estates should be mar- 
ried, and portioned, as she called it, “ at her 
own expehce,” but, in reality, dt the ex- 
pence of fhie State, 

/ 

It would be an endless undertaking to 
a’ecoun't how^many little stories she related to 
th(8 King. On several of her estates she or- 
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jJercd that tbq jouog girls themselves shpujd 
tnake choice of thei^ o>ru husbam3>. 

Frwcc, iJOgr^ving of IMadatnp^P 

Pompadour's oa this pcpusipn cNpres^ps, her 
eagerness to receive thp new -horn Buhe of 
Burgundy, and the podd^ss Ppllas poipr? 
bpUi .prance pnd the jpfaot with hpr 

It is mortifying that JMadame do Pompp- 
dopr should/ almost always, S‘ep4'e^e^t: hersplf 
under tlm figure of flJinerva. Jo thp jprps^nl 
engraving itstvems ns B* ^hp tpph JFfjyjce and 
itf destinies under her j)rotecti9n.^ / 

" ‘it 

This ohild died feu ^pars 9/ ugp. 


lUutii 0 / Hit Jioyal HigJincfis the DauphiUt 
’ in 1752 . 

TUesmall-pox, which His UnjilHigh* 
ness the Dauphin was seized w ith the follow- 


V 2*«r <WA» ivK)Ucnw» »«p*>c ^fuUl€il« The puJc^c 
BarjunJ/ wti ihe tJJ«r brother o( the Jua/artujjite Lo«» 

heWUfa. 

U 2 
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ing year, gave tlie greatest anxiety to the 
French. Nation. The libertinism of the King 
was generally known ; and although the Dau- 
phin was of a very reserved disposition, was 
little known, and lived almost totally-in re- 
tirement, yet the hopes of all France were 
dxed on him. Already was it the common 

t 

question of conversation, in Paris, “ If His 

Royal Highness the Dauphin should die, and 

should leave a young child, which of the two 
♦ ^ 

Princesses will be Regent, on the death of the 
King, if the Queen survives him ? Will it be 
the Queen? Will it be the Dauphiness ?'' 
This illness gave rise to very strange observa- 
tions, which shewed, to all good Frenchmen, 
how , important to the interests of the Court 
of France it is, that the party and the cause 
of the Dauphin, should also be the party and 
the cause of the King. An opposite line of 
conduct has ever been, in France, prejudicial 
to the State, and has been the cause of all 
those unfortunate events with which our his- 
tory abounds. It is sb great to hold the reins 
of Government over a kingdom like France ! 
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And the passion of Gorerning is so irresisti- 
ble J 


IMadamc do Pompadour, wbo wished to 
have the appprance of attention to llie sick 
Prince, whom in lieart she detested, made this 
illness a subject for an engraving on gems, 
and afterwards on copper ; in which she re- 
presented Prance on her knees before the 
Goddess of Health, offering up her supplica- 
tions for the recovery of the Dauphin ; by 
her side nns an altar, on which, accord* 
ing to the forms and customs of the an- 
cients, a fire was seen burning for the pre- 
servation of tUo Dauphin, 

The engraving was entitled— 

The prayers of Trance for the re-eslahlishvicnt 
of the health of His Royal Highness the 
Dauphin„ 

Madame de Pompadour never engraved 
any plate in honor of the Queen, and it is re- 
markable that in the prints, from her graver. 
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there were never aflj feligidUS Weas; her; 
feelings, whenerer , she gave ivaj to them, 
were all those of the Heathens. How could 
she, in her engrarhlgs, dd hondr to that, 
which every actldrt df her life tended to Vihfy 

and to destroy ? . . : 


Mecoveriofihepaupfiin.. 

Duiiiig the ilto^s df His Royal Highness 

h Urt maths of attachmOrtt far iiiGYe 

tho Bauphiri, matKs . . 

sincere than those df Madame de Fompad^a, 
attracted the attention df the pub rc. 

DanphinesS. who passionately loved her 
band, quitted him not for a momCltt, 
drcharged. in the most exemplary manner, 

!otonhv>erdutlerasatrife.bntevonthe 

painfnl and disgusting offices of a u„.^ 

^ ,1 Oneen the Dauphin, , his wite. 

The King, the Queen, I r pa* to 

and all the Boyal Family -me to Pa S t 

r 1 ^ md for the recovery Ot the 

return thanks to j , . 

heir to the ,€rown> 

- As to Madame de Pompadour, who 
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looked upon as a flatterer, sU© occupied Uei:-» 
self ill au cn^^raviu", in which France is re- 
presented returning thanks to the Goddess of 
Health; which ga\e double force to the oh- 
scrvatlons that were made on a prior occasion, 
that her cngmiings neier gaie honor to re- 
ligion. His Royal Highness tlic Dauphin 
could not refrain from saying, “ Tiiat ftla- 
damo do Pompadour^s thanks to Esculapius, 
could only be compared to those of the 
Sultan, if he sliould take it into his head 
to oflTer tb^m to the God of , the Chris* 
tians.** ^ < 

Madame dc Pompadour has, nevertheless, 
hadsome religious attachment, for one of her 
eugniviugs is the portrait of a Priest; but 
then it must be confessed, that the Priest >vas 
a former lover of her ovvii, , 

Apollo’s (LouU the XVth) crowning th^ 
Gitiius of Sculpture and of Painting. ^ 


The metamorphosing Louis the XVth 
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into Apollo crowning the Arts,' was neither 
appropriate, or founded on fact. 

The King likes the Arts, but he is far 
from being a warm admirer, or an encou- 
rager of them. 

The Prince , whose likeness is very 
striking, is represented, in this engraving, 
quite in a state of nudity, as well 'as the 
youthful genius, who receives the crown : 
which gave rise to its being asked, “ which of 
the King’s body-guards, and which of his 
pages had served for her models ?” And 
it was replied, “ that it was Messieurs 

de Sonnets and 

satires, without number, were composed on 
these secret anecdotes ; and they at least 
proved to all the Court, that Madame de 
Pompadour had no ideas of decency >when 
she engraved the King, in a state of nudity, 
under the character of Apollo. 
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Minata, the Benefactress and Protectress of 
Biigravhig, 

It is true that Madame de Pompadour 
ciigraved Louis the XVUi under the character 
of Apollo, but her moti\c for so doing was 
that she might represent herself under the 
character of Minerva. 

. She is dressed as a divinity, attended by 
a little^ Genius, uho exposes to view her ar- 
morial bearings; which are three lowers, or 
rather, to say the truth, her arms are those 
of the pompadours; a very ancient family, 
now extinct, the Marquisate of which the 
King gave to her, and of which she appio- 
printed to herself the arms, though they can 
never be sold with the Estate, because they 
form the distinction of the family. She 
therefore discarded the very appropriate arras 
borne by her fallier^the two Fishes;* vtbich 
her brother Alarigny still kept, after pur- 


Ucr /isniy* caac wu Pi^tuoa. 
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chasing the Marigny estate ; refusing to fol- 
low bis sister’s example, who quitted, with 
•contempt, the arms of her father, and her 
liuiiband, to exhibit those of the departed 
Pompadours. The Marchioness has represent- 
ed herself, in this engravings at a turning 
wheel, with which the engravers on gems 
make those convexities, on which they exe- 
cute their ideas. 

f 


The King^s Seal 

This next production plainly proves that 
the ideas of Madame de Pompadour are sus- 
ceptible of the greatest amplifications. She 
soon extends the prerogatives of her Minerva ; 
she is no longer the Protectress of Engraving, 
but the Directress of France; holding in one 
hand its Crown and its Escutcheon, and in 
the other the Sceptre with which she governs 
it, and which has been satirically observed “ to 
be a Sceptre of Iron/’ of which, indeed, it 
has every appearance. 

Under this engraving Madame d&Poixi- 
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padoar placed these words — The King*s» 
Seal,** Sho actually did make a present of 
thio stonct when engraTcd> to the Kin^, whok 
used it to seal lus billets-doux. This seal.^ 
bears tile date of 1733, whicit was precisely- 
the period of llio F«‘ivorite's greatest iiillucnco 
over him ; for in those days sho governed- 
both the Monarch and the Monarchy ; and 
thought to influence the Cabinet of one of 
the greatest Potentates in Europe, that of 
Mari.1 Theresa? she was the instrument of 
the intriguing ambition of that Princess. 

Alliance bcticccn Austria and France. 

Madame do Pompadour, at this period, 
so firmly belitwed that the nflaini of Europe 
were under her direction, that she made it 
the subject of one of her'engra\iHgs. It is 
known that the King of Prussia ha<I the mis- 
fortune to incur her displeasure : the crafty 
Marta Thercs:i had tho good sense, to take 
adrantage of this circumstance; and Madame 
d« Pompadour, who had engraved a set of 
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gemsj in 1748, to commemorate our victories 
over the Austrians, in favor of Prussia, now 
took upon herself to engrave, on other gems, 
the alliance concluded against the interests of 
our friend, the King of Prussia, with our 
former enemy, the Queen of Hungary. There 
is not a doubt but if Frederic could have in- 
sured to her the continuation of her influ- 
ence, she would, in that case, have engraved 
a fresh set of gems in celebration of an alli- 
ance with Prussia. So well versed is Ma- 
dame de Pompadour in diplomacy, and so 
disinterested, as a Frenchwoman, is she to the 
good of her country. 

It is now known that the treaty entered 
into by France with the Queen of Hungary is 
definitively confined to these terms. 


In the war of 1741, , France exhausted 
herself by her etforts against Maria Theresa, 
whose possessions she intended to divide 
amongst the several Potentates of Europe. 
And in the seven years war, France equally 
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cxbau&tcil her > rcsourcesi ( ill fti’^or of’ Maria 
Tlicrcaa, to' whom she wished* to restore 
back tho * countries conquered froiuj her 
by tlio King of Prussia, in the war preced- 
ing. 

A very pretty part this, that France 
acted, under the sway of Madame de Pom- 
padour! France, under^dier inHuence, be- 
came the instrument of tho ambition of her 
rival. ' ^ ^ . * ) 

. < 1 . j t 

Tho "alliance of* 1756 is the subject of 
this cugraiing; Austria and France whonever 
were cordial together.^ Austria, who has se- 
duced France* from her real interests, and 
France, who has not forgot theinjurics she has 
suiTered in consequence, but ncierthelcss had 
not the courage to break off the treaty, are 
represented us mutually giving hands in 
token of friendship. Tho ^ torch of discord 
and tho mask of hypocrisy are under their 
feet, Tho cngraiing bears the date 1756; 
which was the period of the' first treaty en- 
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tered into by the two powens. The date 
the only part of the engniving that has any 
truth to yecoinmeatl il, for as to the restj 
there are as many filsehoods as there are fines, 
in the execution of it. 

Genius of France in, 1‘758. 

Madame de Pompadour affects to be the 
invisible Genius, which presides over, and 
directs all the great undertaldngs, and the 
ineffable felicity of the Monarchy; in fact 
the .Army is .so absolutely under her govern- 
.nient, that she appoints and remofesaP the 
Generals at her pleasure ; and =God .knows 
what Generals they are whom she dismisses, 
and what Generals thi^.are whom she ap- 
points. 

;God knows what Patties she s^s that we 
jgain, and wihat Battles w'e lose. 

f ' i 

The .Battle of Lntzelberg, , fought on 
the loth of October^ where, accord- 

ing to her account,, we had gained the vie- 
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tory» llie Engli&lii on tltcir juirti { boasted 
that wo had lost ; but then it ^vas necessary 
that 'her protegee, the Prince of Soubise, 
•Uould enjoy the credit of having gained 
a battle, particularly as Monsieur d’Estr^Oj 
who had opened the campaign with such 
success, had been disgraced, , i 

Exclusive of which, a pretext was ne- 
cessary to justify the sending to her prote- 
gee the Stair of a Marshall of France, as 
a renard for this victory, of which no 
mention uas made eight days afterwards. 

In this engraving Madame do Pom- 
padour has disguised herself^ as a young 
Genius, holding a globe, on which is en- 
graved the arms of France, and laughing 
to herself, like a child, at her success. It 
bears the date of the loth of October, 1758, 


Victory of Lutzdhcrg. 

Auncxetl to the preceding, is an en- 
graving of the Insignia of France, placed on 
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a column, ornamented with the palms of 

- . < . ^ 

victoiy;" ' '.t ;> . 


After such an engraving, one would be 
led to suppose that the interests of France 

had been immoveably established by the Bat- 

/ ' ' ' 

tie of Lutzelberg. 



CHAPTER IX. 


Private reasorts of Louis (he XVth, for retain-^ 
a Favorite detested all France. 


IF it was so difiicuU to amuse the King; 
it will be asked wliy be should keep for 
such a length of limct and even to the hour 
of her death I a woman of this sort, whilst he 
dismissed his most favored Ministers ? 

Those who arc acquainted with the secrets 
of the Court, know that the King is informed 
of all the intrigue's that cxi&tin France against 
him, and of all the murmurs of the public 
oguinst his reign. The Kiug is secretly pleased 
that iMadamc dc Pompadour should pass in 
the eyes of the public, for the sole cause of 
all the misfortunes of the State. Tt has even 
been asserted, tliat she gave the King to un- 
derstand it was expedient, that all the dis- 
cootcuts of the people should fall upon her ; 
X 



incri of th*:ir ouii |)ro|H’r»!v * : (*e>’.»;rnni«n£ 

Im* wi uHihi[>l'u tl, and in ho many 

'o.tjt ♦ au^nonind do' ta\f -'t and ilio Court at 

fh« '••ante diu'* io }nrr« -oiti ir» o\pf.'nCfa, that 

tfo' Kin4 Im'. |h rliap» irftvovt*rably lo^t tijc lovi: 

of hiH 'add* rto Midancholv and danijirouit 
** ♦ » > 

rfttuadun ’ for tin <’ rununir-»f inurinur-.k and 
c«in|flainit ^ incfi-a>n. nln'ucvcr the [ariud for 

pa;vin;; i!k..o conn,* sound. 



CHAPTER X, 


Monsieur Ic Due de Ckoisculy ajid Madame 
de Pompadour unite interests at Court, C071- 
formity of 'their vhv:s and principles. The 
tame friends and the same enemies common to 
both. 

t 

MONSIEUR LE DUG DE CHOISEUL, 
who was &o powerful, having^ followed the same 
line of conduct as Madame dc Pompadour, 
was of course connected with the same parties 
at Court as herself, and shared wdth her the 
dangers of thove animosities, which both the 
one and the other of them had excited, as 
well by their principles, as by their political 
conduct. 

Both Madame de Pompadour, and Mon- 
sieur lo Due de Choiseul, equally ga\c their 
protection to the free- tliinkers (Esprits Forts) 
of their time, and to them may be attributed 
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tliesect of unbelievers, who before those days 
would not have dared to have made their 
dangerous ojjinious public. Each of them 
iH]iudIy encouraged the becrct enemies of the 
Jesuits, and j)r(‘pared and effected the destruc- 
tion of their society, which they never rested 
till they liavl succeeded in receiving in every 
part of Europe. Each of them adopted a 
code of politics, diametrically opposite to 
those which hitherto the House of Bourbon 
have been guided by, and ridiculed the most 
sacred maxims of Henry the IVth, of the 
GreatCardinal de Richelieu, of Louis theXHJth, 
and of Louis the XlV'th. 

Each of tliem conspired to make the King 
appear a weak and insignificant Prince, with 
the sole exception of the decided part they 

V 

made liim take against Frederic the lid., whom 
they succeeded in making the enemy of France. 
They were each of them the tools of Maria 
Theresa, in. effecting, that change of the po- 
litical system, which it \v,as so .much her in- 
terest to effect. 
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Each of them horo the most tjeadly 
hatred to tlic posterity of Louis the XVlli, and 
tho Duke in particular made UbO of expressions, 
not only in coiucrsation,’ but even in letters 
niiich 1 have seen in his own hand writing, 
which prove that ho entertained in private a 
sovereign contempt for the Royal Family. 
— Eacli of them would have been equally 
odious to all France, as they were to more 
than the half of EuVopc,if they both had not 
granted ^)en&ions to their creatures, to the 
newsmongers, and the dangerous intriguers of 
the Court, and of tlibCityi the 4otal amount 
of which surpassed cloven millions. Eleven 
millions! to purchase the silence, and to, keep 
quiet the enemies of Mondcur, do Cboiseui, 
and of iM.vdamc do Pompadour ; .that is to 
say, every one attached to the religion of their 
forefathtrs, and to the evident policy of tlio 
House of Bourbon. • < 

^ t 

Thac eleven JuilUons, however, .vvem nqt 
equal to wholly sikuciug tho indlguatiou of 
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the public. Deep murmurings issued from 
every corner of France, a nation high in its 
ideas of honor, and better informed than any 
other nation in Europe of what is doing, to 
keep on a war (tliat of seven years), which 
covers us with disgrace. 

But neither power, nor interest could 
calm the public indignation, occasioned by 
tlie degradation which the conduct of the 
Duke dc Choisenl, and iViadame de Pompa- 
dour has brought upon us, by forcing us into 
a war, of which neither the end nor the con- 
sequences can be foretold ; merely for the 
purpose of ruining the King of Prussia, after 
having nearly ruined ourselves in 1741, in 
assisting to place him on a level with the first 
powers of Europe. 

All that can be done or said to palliate 
the actual situation of the Monarchy, and 
the factions of Monsieur de Choisenl,. and of 
Madame de Pompadour ; will only tend to 
increase the just resentment excited by their 
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coalition, exclusive of which they have each 
of them, in the Dukes of Uichelieu aiul Ar- 
guilloii, two active and invetemtc enemies, 
uho will take advantage of every opportunity 
to ruin tticni, and who are hccretly attached 
to His Uoyal Highness the Dauphin* 



CHAPTER XI. 


Original source of the hatred helweem the Dukes 
of Choiseiil and Aiguiilon, Thc^ take part in 
the intestine dioislons of the State. 


THERE are few persons wlio know tlie cause 
of these dan^^erous disputes ; their commence- 
ment may be reckoned from the fatal period 
of the attempt to assassinate Louis the XVtli; 
a period which even yet has not ceased giving 
uneasiness to the State. 

Monsieur d’ Aiguiilon who was at his 
government, hastened to make his appearance 
at Versailles, and took his seat in Parliament, 
to sit in judgment in his quality of Peer, on the 
assassin, and to make himself conspicuous, and 
to form a party at Court. 

Monsieur le Due de ChoiseuI, at that 
time Comte de Stainville, had quitted Rome, 
and was at Venice when the news reached him ; 
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he iinmciliulcly posted to Paris to take ad^an- 
tage of the accident; and was indebted for 
his ad>niicement to the Favorite, whose power* 
from the day of the attempt on the King's life* 
w.isin danger at Versailles. 

The Duke and the Count being both in 
the palace, were the first to c.xprcss opinions' 
the most dangerous fur 1a>o courtiers to enter' 
tain. 


Tlic Duke openly declared with that tone 
which was so peculiar to him, “That the fa- 
naticism of the hot-headed rcalotsof the Par- 
liainent had armed the lumd of the assassin, 
and that there were proofs enough of the truth 
of what he asserted." 

The Count replied, “ That he brought 
fromllomet proofs of a quite contrary nature; 
be maintained that tlio Jesuits, and particu- 
larly the Jesuits of Silesia, were no strangers 
to the traiiHaction/* 


Tim first paid hu court indirectly to the 
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Dauphin by his assertion, and the second to 
the ravorite, who had just declared war against 
Frederic. 

The Due d'Aiguillon is the friend of His 
Hoyal Highness the Dauphin ; and the Comte 
de Stainville has resolved to strengthen him- 
self by the support of the Favorite, and the 
Parliaments to forward his advancement and < 
to establish his power. 

The opposite system -of tliese two ambi- 
tious men began, and will complete the de- 
struction of the hdonarchy. 



CHAPTER Xn. - 


Anecdotes relative to the superseding of the 
iSlarichal d*Ettrie^ and the choice made of 
the Marlchal de Richelieu^ to couimand the 
Army in Germany, Disgrace of Messieurs 
, MachauUt and D*Argcnson, Exile of the 
Archbishop of Parity and of the Parlia- 
malts. Divisions m the State, Neutrality 
of Louis the XPthf and its consequencesM 

A ^ . 

THE Mnr&lial do RichcHcu, and Madame du 
Pompadour, mutually detested each other, 
ami made no secret of so doing ; I^Iadamc dc 
Pompadour hated this courtier, because by 
devoting liimwlf solely to tlio amusing of the 
King, he had succeeded, as she had done, in in- 
sinuating himself into his good graces, and had 
become his favorite. Nevertheless the reilcct ion 
that they mutually had it in their powers 
cither materially to injure, or to serve each 
other, iuduced them tiually to adopt an ap« 
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peaiAiicc' of regard, and even .of reciprocal 
frieadbhip. 

'i'his union of interests had subsisted for 
some time, Avheu hatred on one hand, and 
envy on the other, brouglit them into a much 
closer alliance. The iMarshal d'Estrees, was 
the unfortunate object of this hatred; and this 
envv, the result of which was the recall of 
tlie General at the very moment when he 
was occupied in pianuing a victory, which he 
soon afterwards saw crowned with the most 
brilliant success. Stieli were the causes of the 
disgrace of Monsieur d'Estrees. 

The Marshal de Richelieu, who succeeded 
him in the command of the Army, lost what 
his predecessor had gained in less time than had 
been taken in ejecting the conquest,'^ 


* Marshal de Richelieu pursued the enemy v^ith much 
vigour and succei>s to Stade, \\Iieie he obliged them to lay down 
their arms; and if he had not changed his military convention 
intoa diplomatic convention, wduch was every way againstour 
interest to accede to, he would have annihilated a whole army 
without shedding a drop of Wood, and forced it to surrender 
prhoners of war, or be driven into the sea* 
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lt\tasum>crs«illy rcporlcdi that this la^t 
Commandcr-ia‘CIiic‘f, out of gratitude for the 
service winch Madame de Pompadour had 
rendered him, sought to recompense < his hc'> 
ncfactrc&s in a mode as gratifying to her avaricci 
as the recal of iMousicur d'pstrec had been 
to her reveng%;. This recompense consisted in 
shutting his ejesto the infamous tmliic she 
carried on by the sale of all the otUecs in the 
commissariat. It was by her, that all the 
inlendantSy the clerks, and in general erery 
one employed in this department, were nomi>' 
tinted ; and she was sure to give the prefeiencc' 
to those who bid highest, without taking 
the trouble of cinjuiniig whether they were 
the best calculated for the ollice they w^cro to 
lilK ilut to continue ; it should be mentioned, 
that after being deprived of the comuuiidor 
the army iu Germany, the reception of Mar- 
shal d'Estrec at Court was the most gracious 
on the part of the King, who could not refrain 
from doing tWit justice, which his services 
iiierjtcd. The Prince gave him to understand 
he should be much gratilicU by Ids going to 
pay a vwit to Madame de Poiu|Kidour. The 
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Marshal accordingly waited on her, and she 
threw Into her countenance every thing that 
soluiess the most captivating, and hypocrisy 
the most deceitful, could combine. Marshal 
d’Estrue, in approaching her, made her a low 
bow, and said to her as follows : — “ It is by 
the desire of His Majesty, I come to pay my 
respects to you ; I am perfectly a^vare of the 
sentiments you entertain for me, but I have 
too lirm a reliance on the justice of the King, 
my Master^ to think it necessary to dread their 
consequences/’ He had no sooner uttered 
these words, than, without wai ting _ for an 
answer, Marshal d’JEstree quitted the room. 
Never was Madame de Pompadour in so em- 
barrassed a situation ; the military tone of the 
General quite confounded her ; and to revenge 
herself, she u'as obliged to invent all those 
disagreeable calumnies, wdiich since that time 
have been disseminatedamongst the public; 

The sacrifice of Marshal d’Estree at so 
critical a juncture, had been preceded by that 
of one of His Majesty’s principal Ministers. I 
allude to Monsieur d’Argenson, another victim 
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of the evil genius, which presided' over every 
measure of the Court. I have reser\ed for the 
present moment the recital of what passed in 
the Palace, and at tlic Favorite’s, at the time 
of the attempt of Damiens on the King. The 
greatest consternation prevailed ; ' tlie King 
thought himself mortally uounded, the Holy 
Sacrament was exposed at Paris, and at Ver- 
sailles. The King, who was converted in 1741 
at .Metz, .again became a convert the day of 
the attempt on him, and also tiie day after. 
It will readily be imagined, that Madame dc 
Pompadour did not fail in hastening to the 
King, and proving to him by her tears, the 
tender attachment she bore him. But all the 
persons of character, and all The clergy by 
whom the Prince was surrounded, joined in 
denying her admission ; he was condded solely 
to the care and the tenderness of his family ; 
and Monsieur d’Argensou the Minister, seiz- 
ing this opportunity of gratifying hU hatred 
towards Madame de Pompadour, particularly 
distinguished himself amongst those who de- 
nied her adiuissiou, when she had tlie presump* 
Y ' — , 
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tion to present herself at the door of the King’s 
apartment. 

The triumph of the clergy and the mi- 
nister was of no long duration. Madame de 
Pompadour, furious at not being permitted to 
play her part, thought of nothing but reveng- 
ing, if possible, the atfront which had been so 
daringly shewn her. The wound proving very 
different from what it was at first thought to 
be, "all anxiety as to its consequences, was at an 
end from the very next evening ; at the expi- 
ration of two or three days, the King, who was 
almost recovered, became risible, and as in 
1744, recommenced his usual course of life. 
One of the first visits he paid was to Madame 
de Pompadour : she received him in a manner 
best calculated to inspire pity; her eyes swollen, 
her face bathed in tears, all bespoke a degree 
of. distress, which could not fail to produce 
the effect that she had in view. 

After having again and again congratu- 
lated him on his happy recovery, she launched 
out in the bitterest complaints on the treatment 
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she }iad rccchcd, and concluded by saying* 
“ That since she was denied access to him at, 
a time when her duty necessarily required her 
to be near him, and when he had the most 
occasion for her services, she should be obliged 
to withdraw herseir, to dc|>rivo her enemies of 
the cruel gratification of bounding her feelings 
agiiin, ;is they Iiad already' done/* . 

This threat of witlidrawing herself, (a 
threat which she takes .very good care not 
to 'make, but when site is certain of not 
being taken at her word,) had all the desired 
ciTcct on the mind of the King, lie determined 
on giving her the most ample satisfiictiou, 
and to grant her tliatwhich she could not have 
presumed to think of asking. Uc began by 
exiling the too conscientious Bishop, with 
three or four of those courtiers, who liad been 
the most active in refusing her udmUsion to 
him. Monsieur d*xVrgeusoii was disgraced, 
and obliged to give in his resignation. It was 
supposed that in nominating .Monsieur Paul* 
my d* Argent oil his nephew, as his successor, 
the King wished to render his disgrace the 
V2 
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less mortifying j but this was hy no means 
the case. The nephew was a very dif- 
ferent man to the uncle. The respectful 
conduct which Monsieur de Paulmy had 
always pursued towards Madame de Pompa- 
dour, had made him a favorite with the 
King; whilst the uncle, on the contrary, 
made no hind of scruple in declaring the 
contempt in which he held her. 

She was only waiting for an opportunity 
of making him feel the weight of her resent- 
ment, and never could one have presented 
itself more favorable than the present. 

Monsieur de Paulmy d^Argenson did not 
long occupy his uncle’s place ; he also has 
beeh dismissed, through a combination of cir- 
cumstances, for having shewn rather too much 
zeal- in seconding the hatred of Madame de 
Pompadour against Monsieur d’Estr^e ; even 
his being a favorite could not save him ; so 
true is it, that when things have once taken 
a' bad turn at Court, the favor of the most 
powerful is no longer of any utility: this- 
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will ever be tlio ease when every thing is rc« 
gulatcd by the caprice of a woman such as 
tills famous IMarchioness. To oppose her 
phuiS) or to contradict hcri is the sure way 
of falling into disgrace ; implicitly to follow 
her directions is still attended with the same 
risky because ' the conset|ucnces of an action 
are always attributed to those who did it, 
and scarcely ever to those by whoso orders it 
was done. 

Such ^vas actually the ease of young 
Paulmy d*Argcnsoii> who owed his disgrace 
to his too ready obedience.- Aided by Mon* 
fiicur UoviUiert lie carried his complaisance to 
Aladamc dc Pompadour so far, as to side with 
Monsieur de Maillebois against the Marechal 
d'Estiee. Thu iNIarsIial having justided his 
conduct ill the manner he did, it became ne- 
cessary to sacriticc them both to the clamours, 
and the vengeance of the public, uhich, in" 
these eases, often gives the law to the most 
arbitrary govcrnuicnls, in forcing them to 
tcmporiie and to keep within those* ]iiuit5 



which, in this instance, it prescribed to the 
King. - ' ■ . 

But what has caused more general asto- 
nishment is, that Monsieur de Machault, the 
Keeper of the Seals, was dismissed from bis 
situation at the same time,' and on the same 
day as the elder d’Argenson^ He was at the 
head of a party who were in opposition ■'to 
that Minister, and was universally known to 
be attached to the interests of Madame de 
Pompadour: it is true that he displayed some 
warmth in the representations that be made 
on the subject of the excessive expences which 
attended the King^s private suppers, and to 
W'bich had been added those of the depart- 
ment of his pleasures. These expences he 
wished to be diminished, or that they should 
be limited to a certain sum, which should on 
no account be exceeded ; but so flimsy a 
pretext for his dismissal, as that of -having 
displeased the King and the Pompadour, or 
rather lAe Pompadour- aud the King, by the 
freedom of his remonstrances, would have, 
given him but little pain, if there had not ap- 
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pcarcil n ccrtalu air of mystery iu the business, 
which slicucd that the motives of the Court 
were well known. 


Those who find more pleasure in investi- 
gating^ matters, than in cursorily skimming 
over their surface, fancied they saw proofs, 
in this disgrace of the two opposite parties, 
of that refined policy which I^Iadamb dc 
Pompadour has ever bccii remarked for. 
1 shall enter into some of the particulars 
of the jiriratc motives which actuated 
Madame dc Pompadour, in thus dismiss- 
ing, hlonsieur do MachauU, her favorite mi- 
nister and Monsieur d^Argeuson, her avowed 
enemy. 

The public are not unacquainted with 
the quarrels of the Clergy aad.thc Parlia- 
ment, relative to their respective rights and 
privileges. The Clergy pretend to ha^c the 
right of refusing tlie Communion to the 
dying; and the Parliament pretend that they 



iiavo the vight ot ordering the Clergy to ad- 
minister it. 

This dispute lias given rise to some very 
indecent and .scaiulalous scenes, ,and has 
uccasiouetl the King the greatest anxiety. The 
Clergy refuse to acknowledge the King as 
competent to decide the matter ; apd the Par- 
liament look on the conduct of the Clergy, as 
rebelling against the laws. What conduct is- 
the King to adopt under these circumstances? 
Jf lie were to side with the Clergy, the Par- 
liament, in losing this cause, would raise diffi- 
cuUies of a still more perplexing nature. If 
lie were to side with the Parliament, then the 
Clergy would stir up the spirit of fanaticism 
in the people *. and if the people should refuse 
to be made the tool of the Clergy against the 
Parliament, the cause of Religion would suf- 
fer, wliich is what the Court wishes to avoid. 
There were in this quarrel four parties to be 
attended to ; the King, the Clergy, the Parlia- 
ment, and the Populace-7-the eternal instru- 
ment of every one who will either pay, or hi'' 
flame it. 
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The altcrnatno was alarming, and the 
choice of .1 intdium by no means c.isy. 
Thu King was in the most cruel yeriilcxity, 
and it was iSIadninc cle Pompadour who had 
the address to cut, what she called, the Gor- 
dian knot. She advised tho Princo to remain 
neuter, without giving his decision in favor 
of either party, but to reserve to himself 
till he should think proper, the oppor- 
tunity of deciding in favor of the one or th^ 
other, as circumstances might direct : that 
the King, in the mean time, should leave 
to the Clergy, and the Parliament, to settle 
matters as they conld, by way of an amuse- 
ment, winch sccniul highly gratlljing to them. 

It was in consequence of these resolu- 
tions, that both tho Parliament and tho 
Archbishop of Paris were exiled, in 1757; 
the one to one place\ and the other toauQther ; 
which gave the King an air of impartiality, 
that had ^ very rematkablecficct. Monsieur 
d'Argtuson, who was at the Inad of the party 
attached to the Ckrgy at Court, and INIou- 
sicur de Machault, the chkf of tho opposite 
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party, and who was in favor of the Parliament, 
were also dismissed. Monsieur de Macliault 
(since the puhlicatiou of Uis faawus edkt, 
which tovbude all Ecclesiastics purchasing 
landed property,) had become odious to the 
lii-st order of the State, and consequently had 
risen liighly in iiivor with the Parliament, who 
were using every ellbrt to effect the humilia- 
tion of the Clergy ; and as the Clergy were 
the deadly enemies of Madame de Pompa- 
dour, iVIonsieur de Machault became in her 
eyes a most faithful servant, in whom she 
could place the most unlimited confidence. 
Monsieur de Argensow, hy the spirit of eew* 
tradiction, was, in those times of discord, the 
chief of the opposite party at Court : and as 
both of them were accused, as it was said, of 
fighting in the Council, with the Clergy and 
the Parliament as their weapons, the neces- 
sary result of the system of Madame de 
Pompadour w'as the dismissal of them both. 
She did not feel the smallest repugnance 
at sacrificing her friend Monsieur Machault, 
so that she could but enjoy the pleasuie of 



gratifjfinjj her revenge bj ruining INIonMcur 
d'Argcnsoiii her enemy ; for tlicrc was no re* 
tniiiing one of these parties at Court, without 
retaining the other also, as othcnvi&e 'the sys- 
tem of neutnility, to which every thing was 
sacriHccd, would have been at an end." 

The ditlercnt. treatment that these two 
ministers received , plainly proved the 
wide ditlcrencc that existed in the motives 
which led to their dismissal. Monsieur do 
Argenson’s dismissal was unaccompanied by 
any of (hose marks of kindness, w Inch in somo 
measure serve to soften the rigor of disgrace, 
llis misfortune excited no great pity, for, 
exclusive of very austere and forbidding man- 
ners, ho was nut u rally very unfeeling, and he 
was noted for being one of tho most zealous 
supporters of arbitrary power; therefore few 
perwms were satc5 to huu suffer a reverse 
of fortune, nhhough it was known ho hated 
Madame de Pompadour. 

Monsieur dc Machault, on the contrary, 
retired witli a considerable pension, and ho 


\i‘as cojijplimoijteci with what are called the 
Hiilitary honours (Ics honncurs mililalres). 

he had much more probity than his 
ri^al, ho wars more pitied ; and tl)e protection 
Jju had always ailorded to the Parliament, 
.served to do au’ay tho.se reflections to which, 
otherwise,. his extreme complaisance to the 
Mistress of the King might have made him 
liable. 

It was the general opinion, as we have al- 
ready reiiiarlicd, that on this occasion the King 
was influenced by the* advice of Madame de 
Pompadour; and this opinion was followed by 
those consequences which might naturally be 
expected ; namely, that she became the object 
of detestatiod to both parties ; each of whom 
were convinced that she had made them both 
the tools of her ambition, without ever having 
entertained more partiality for the one than for 
the other. Those unconnected with either party, 
and those who for the most part were attached 
to their King and their Country, were dissatis- 
fied with the plan which had been adopted ; as 



tilts &jrstcm of neutrality seemed more to savour 
of the cunning^ of nn artful troinan, thau of 
the Hnn jirudonce of a IMonarch. The contri* 
taiicc in itsidf was plausible, and not ill cal- 
culated to answer the cud proposed, of keeping^ 
the i>copIe neuter, whom both the Clergy and 
the Parliament mutually wished to interest hi 
(heir behalf; but further than that, it was 
looked on os a dangerous palliative, which, 
far from radically curing the evil, only served 
to keep it in a state of perpetual and secret 
fermentation, which would soon cause it to 
break out afresh, ev eu with more violence than 
it had done at iirst.* Exclusive of which, .it 
seemed disgraceful to the King to have ne- 
glected, from interested motives, the rccouciling 
of the ditlercnt parties, vvhich was ah object 
of thuvery (Irst consequence, if the happiness 
of the people had been as dear to him as their 
money. 

To speak frankly on the subject, as is our 
duty, this ccnductw as only dt for a subaltern 
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«^ciu,\viio ubyut petlj dilVcrenceSj 

uiiil It, itaiis, utdy £r> tali(; of them. 


lu tlu Ht i!ircuin.>taiicc-,s, all ranks and 
cluvMt.', of puipio nnited in de£e->uny; iMudamu de 
Iknupadnttr : and Uiu Fari>iittj.s,e.>peci:dly, jiever 
ie£ dtp an occ asion of inaiiife-sthi^ towards; her 
the iuoil marked proai’xjtf llitdr hatred ; wheu- 
ovnr she \iieut it) Ikiri-s, the populuee crowded 
l»j ItundvttL round her carriage, and loaded 
her with ahu.ve and reproachc-t» ; and to such a 
pitch was this carried, tliat of late vears, she 
had Jtot dared to make her appearance there, 
unh-ws inco'ttiitu. 


The Provinces followed the cxaiople of 
the Capital, and site became an object of de- 
testation to the whole nation. 

The people are neverfond of the Mistresses 
ot their Kings ; they imagine that the exalted 
rank they are placed in, makes it an inviolable 
duty in them to pay the greatest attention to 
decency and to propriety, and that they are 
wholly ine.xcusable in setting a bad example; 
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atui therefore it is, that tvhcu the King and 
the Princes give cause for scandal at Court, 
the murmurs of the people necessarily break 
out, and nil the bitterness. of their discontent 
falls on the person whom they consider as the 
cause of having led them astray. 

Frenchmen however do not expect, nor 
perhaps would they wUU it, that their JMo- 
narchs should bo insensible to gallantry. A 
l^rcncbman was never a JaiuenUt by nature, 
but his opinion and wish arc, that this gallan> 
try should be coudned within proper bounds, 
and that It should neither oiTcnd the laws of 
decency, nor the national prejudices; and if 
these precautions arc neglected, the people 
decide on their character in u manner which 
becomes the torment of those Kings who have 
either mind or feeling. And indeed it may 
fairly be said, that in this public opinion con- 
sists the safety of public morals, wbicli have no 
enemies so dangerous as the rices of those be- 
longiog to the Court, which alwajslead the 
way to the ruin and degradation of nations. 





Exclusive of this general motive for the 
hatred of the people, there were many others 
whicli exasperated tlieni against the Marchio- 
ness ; — tile lowness of her origin ; a married wo- 
man taken by force from her husband, in open 
violation of a right which has ever been held 
sacred amongst civilized nations. The subse- 
' <j[uent consent, whether tacit or extorted, of 
her husband, did not do away the crime ; it 
rather went to prove the abuse of arbitrary 
power or of its urtitices ; and yet it must be 
luentioucd, that a just estimate may be formed 
of our modern milliners^ by knowing that 
many of the courtiers condemned the King’s 
conduct on this occasion, only because he had 
not taken away their wives from them. > 

It was also with great displeasure ob- 
served, that the Queen and Mesdames of 
France, w'ere obliged to be satisfied with a 
fi.xed allowance, although proportioned to their 
rank ; whilst the Marchioness rolled in scanda- 
lous luxury and immense riches, and whilst 
she could dispose as she pleased, of the favors 
-of the King) and the treasures of the State. 

i ' ' 
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anti it nas grievous to rcHect on tlio state of 
servile deiictideucc, wliicls all wbo wUhtd 
for promotion, were reducctl to. 

The most able ministers, the greatest 
generals of the Army, were either in u state 
of abject dependence and submission to her, 
or unjustly sac ri (Iced to her vanity nd her ven- 
geance ; and slie v\ Im had been so scandalously 
and so disgustingly elevated from tlie dregs of 
the people, proved by her conduct, that she 
coutinuully luistuuk the art of governing the 
King, forlhatof governing the Kingdom. 

Bui ono of the most serious charges that 
could be allcdged against her, was the uii- 
hcard’uf trutllc she carried on of selling tlic 
otlices of the State, tlie produce of which she 
converted to her own use. 'This tratlic hud a 
natural tendency to degrade the nation, which 
by this means had u set of men in its service, 
who were solely occupied with making as 
mucUas’{)ossible of th^tr purchases. She had 
already ruined the Kingdom in a wholesale 
way, by a bad adiuiirntratiou, and site sold 
Z 
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it every day by retail to the highest bidder. 
She took it in her head to purchase the Princi- 
pality of Neiifchatel, (one of the states of Swit- 
zerland,) from the King of Prussia: negociati- 
ons on thissiibject were entered into, persevered 
in, and concluded, and the money paid to that 
Monarch, at the very time he was at war with 
France ; which could only be looked on as a 
species of high treason, if there had not been a 
stipulation that the contract should be made 
.public, as soon as circumstancesshouldpermit. 
The deeds and theactualdocuraentsare wanting 
legally to substantiate this accusation; but 
be that as it may, the motive of Madame de 
Pompadour in concluding .this purchase was 
w'ell known ; for, aware of the hatred she had 
brought on herself, and the danger to which 
she should be exposed, if the King should 
die before her, and leave her at the mercy of 
her numerous and powerful enemies, and of 
that of his son, she took the prudent precau- 
tion to ensure herself a safe asylum. 


Her intention is to take flight at the first 
certainty of the King's malady being of a 



33D 


ilasjgcrovis nature, and to retire into a domi- 
nion of her oifii; but ulio knous» .u, bhe 
Ii.ii no childrciii nor any hopes of ha>ing any, 
u ficther shu may not be desirous of folloniiij; the 
cxnniplo of riuni; amluhethcrshc lias not aU 
read) formed the ruboluUouofimitatuif^thiscc- 
kbratLd Uoiuan matron, 111 securing a pru>incc 
toIVance, ivlncii it uiU be mlicr puuerto be* 
queatli lo that country at her dcatli? Madame du 
Pompadour Knous uhat the famous Madame 
(Its Drsuis attempted, on a similar occasion. 

Houever, though ambition and crafti- 
ness form the most lc.tdiiig traits m her c!u- 
nicter, )et it must nut lie imagined but that, 
amongst her bad i^uabtics, she has some vir* 
tues; as it can scarcely be imagined she could 
ha%c arrtic'ti at such an eleiation ivjthout 
some merit, some good quality, tiiat scried to 
counterbalance and to chide her bad ones, 
and contributed to her adiauccmciit. 

tu the tirst place, it U iucoutcstablo that 
in spite of all her iudustr) iii furmshiug 
subjects for scandal, jet none of those gross 
Zi 
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gallantries, which -the very title of the King’s 
Mistress loads one to suspect, and with which 
perhaps this history was expected to abound, 
can be imputed to her; for truth carries with 
it too lively and sublime a pleasure, not to 
allbrd consolation J^br any disappointment that 
may be met with on this score. Excepting 
her connexion with the King, no slur was 
ever cast on her virtue; but she is not the 
more estimable for that. She may, it is true, 
make a boast of it before her lover, but the 
world will not hold her in higher esteem on 
that account. It is well known that this 
chastity is neither owing- to natural insensibi- 
lity, nor to the fears of the consequences of 
a libertine life, but solely to the - passion of 
interest, of which she was the slave. 

This passion had such complete dominion 
over her, that she was become insensible to 
the emotions of love, and disqualified even 
fbr that gallantry which is so often mistaken 
for love, whose name it So unjustly assumes.' 
There are, however, affections over which 
nature, that powerful mother of both, has an 
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empire far more arbitrary than the guilty 
pa.S!iions which arc the consequences of either* 
She would ha\e had some excuse, if she could 
have defended herself under the pretext of 
losing the King; but he, perhaps, is the only 
one svho docs her the honor to belies e her ca* 
pableof Jose, orof loving any one but herself; 
nor can it be argued that a few transitory 
connexions, the oHspring of caprice, circum- 
stance, or policy, are sunicient to contradict 
this assertion. 1 base ssritten a particular 
account of these connexions, comprised in 
fifty pages only, under the title of ** Intrigues 
of the Court of Pekin;" and svhoeser rcais 
that work, ssill knosv it to be from my 



CHAPTER Xlll 


Othcv cuiecdotes relative to the Favorite, and 
the Archbishop oj Pans. Noble character 
of this Prelate. 


THE deadly animosity with which the dif- 
ferent parties were animated, in the circum- 
stances froin which we are emerging (in 1787 ) 
is not to he wondered at. Louis the XVth re- 
ceded a letter, half-unsealed, which informed 
him that the Arch-Bishop of Paris had been 
accessary to the attempt of Damiens on his 
life. This letter had been addressed by a Pa- 
risian to another Parisian, and it had been 
imperfectly sealed on purpose to excite curio- 
sity at the post-office, from whence it was 
sent direct to Louis the XVth. He is^in the 
habits of receiving, at stated periods, remarks 
and extracts from every letter which,, when 
opened at the post-office, can afford him any 



remarkable information^ and tliU letter 
found uith the M;al quite o^Kin. 

Louis tiic XVtU Avab furious, not against 
the Arch-Hibhop, but against his enemies, toe 
ho htU too exalted an opinion of tho prelate 
to belies o him capable of a crime of the na* 
turc which is imputed ta him, and therefore, 
instead of pacing the least attention to tho 
letter, he sent the original himself to IMoii' 
sicur de Hcauinont, uith a letter in his ouii 
hand>uriting, in uhicli he tells him, “That 
it is his wish to gi\o him a fresh proof of his 
esteem, in sending him a letter uhick had 
fallen into his hands, and wliicit attacked his 
character, of whicii he had ne\cr entertained, 
for one moment, a doubt." 

Tho Arch'Uishup tv.u thunderstruck on 
rectising this letter; he u.is not ignorant of 
the strange reports which the enemies of tho 
Jesuits had spre^ad abroad; he was the optiL 
protector of that society, ami it was to them 
that the attempt of Dauitens uas attributed. 
He, howc\ir, instantly set out for Vcrviillcs, 
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to return his thanks to Louis the XVth. 

Being shewn into the King’s apartment, he 

was about to throw himself at his feet, and 

^ ' 

to burst into tears, when the King raising 
him up, said to him, “ Monsieur Arch-Bishop, 
learn to know your enemies, and endeavour 
to turn their hearts by mildness and goodness: 
your good qualities are quite equal to it ; yow 
have my warmest esteem, and I have the 
highest opinion of you.” After having said 
this, tiie King left him. It is from the Arch- 
Bishop himself that I had these facts, and 
his word is to be depended on. ^ 

The enemies of Madame de Pompadour, 
on their side, did not fail to embrace so fa- 
vorable an opportunity of raising up new 
sources of vexation to her, whose invention 
is so dangerous and so fertile when her influ- 
ence and her credit are at stake. The Arch- 
Bishop therefore was persuaded and led to be- 
lieve that Madame de Pompadour, by whom 
he knew he was detested, had maliciously 
invented and conjured up every thing which 
had a reference to this letter. Monsieur de 
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BcaumuiU, who should ltn\o ptiblishtxl his 
maiichilory IcUcr relative (o the (uc sc nation 
of the Kjn^ from the attempt made on him 
hy Damiens, a few days after the i"jth of 
.lanuary,l757» the day of tiie accident, did not 
publish it till llie beginning of Marcli fol- 
lowing, when it made iU appearance witli the 
imprudent allusions 1 am now* going to xncu- 
tion. 

The prelate began by representing Louis 
the XVth as the hist issue of the posterity of 
laiuis the \lVth, preserved by Providence at 
a juncture when the rrcncli nation had vvit- 
nessed the cxliiictiun of the rest of the royal 
family, lie pourtrayid the young Monarch 
as virtuous, timid, and reserved inhU^oulh ; 
dicply impressed vvitli the fear of God in his 
Mcktu:s.vcs, and calling on the ministry of the 
church to aid in his salvation. Monsieur da 
lUaumoiit draws an adLCting and Ameling t>or- 
trait of the dis|x>sitioii of the Prince when 
dying at Mentz; hut inftj>caUng of the cause 
of the attach on Ins life hy Damiens, ho at- 
tnhutes it “ io Me errors o/ Me /bner, and /o 
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the cause given for scandal by persons jn 

JILL JijiNKS AND IN ALL CLASSES, and to the 
introducing, hy writings and injlammalory dis- 
course, PRINCIPLES which tended , to excite 
his subjects to acts of disobedience and rebellion 
against the Sovereign.’* The Jansenists attri- 
buted the assassination to the ilirch-Bishop^s 
party, and he attributed it to the new philo- 
sopliy and the party of Madame de Pompa- 
dour. He concludes his mandatory letter by 
formally declaring, that the justice of God had 
suffered a monster .to be produced, who dis- 
honored the age, and plunged the nation into 
despair ; and to crown the whole, the Arch- 
Bishop carried his imprudence so far after 
these assertions, as to say, “ that this attempt 
on the King’s life was the offspring of treason, 
and that it was premeditatedly planned in his 
oivn palace,” 

It was maliciously insinuated to Madame 
de Pompadour, that the Arch-Bishop of Paris 
intended, by these allusions, to accuse the op- 
posite party of being, the cause of the crime 
of Dariliens, and to attribute it more parti- 



cuKirly to itur contempt for reli^ioiit to 
the principles of iiulepciulcncci of which &hc 
u.ts the avowed protectress, ilcsidcs she 
coiihl not pardon the Arcli-Uishop for d.iriuj 
to address the King^who was already alarmed, 
in sucli adcctiii^, persuasive, and religious lan- 
guage, for tlio jHirpovo of endeavouring to 
awaivcn him to repentance. 'I'lie King Iiad a 
great cstcLMii for his Arch*Uishop ; and she 
vv.is thereforo afraid that the mandatory letter 
adurded sudicieut reasons for his disinissa), 
and in fact that was the idea the favorite en- 
tertained of the inllucnce it would have on 
t\jc King's mind; who fundamentally was in- 
clined, and had never ceased to shew proofs 
of an inclination to a'pcntmice. 

It was in comcquence of all these circum- 
stances, that Madame do Pompadour obtained 
a promise from the King that he vrould ba- 
nish the ArcU^Uishop of ParU, and she took 
her uu-avures so well that the weak and cre- 
dulous Prince put his promise into execution. 
The King, however, sent .Mouvieur de Kiche* 
lieu, wlio was a warm friend of the Prelate's, 
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to him to prevail on him to yield a little for 
the sake of peace, at the moment when he 
was the most determined on the subject of the 
celebrated certificates of confession, which he 
required of the dying, before the viaticum 
could be administered to them. I have proof 
that on this occasion the inflexible Prelate 
gave for answer to Monseur de Richelieu, 
‘‘ Let them erect a scaffold in the centre of 
my court yard, and I will ascend it in sup- 

t 

port of my privileges, in the execution of ray 
duties, and in obedience to the dictates of my 
conscience/* 

^ 

The Prelate was so enthusiastic, that he 
wmuld have abided by his assertion. 

The Marshal replied to him, by a bon- 
mot, which he took care to give publicity to, 
and told him, ‘‘ That his conscience could 
only be compared to a dark lanthorn, for it 
enlightened no one but himself; but the 
Prelate became still more inflexible, and Mon- 
sieur de Richelieu related what had passed to 
the King, who had entertained great hopes 
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Orom the mediation of thu courtier, who was 
naturally \cry doer in negocialion» of this 
»ort. 


From ih.tl ino.ucut Louis thu XV'lit aban- 
duneil the Prelate to the mercy of his coun- 
cil, uhich Madame de Pompadour had iiidt' 
sidually gained o\er to banish him; and 
proiuus to this measure being adopted, he 
had a pri>ato and mild notice ghx‘n him, 
that it the iuteutiou of the King to send 
him into exile, but the lcttrc*dc-cachet, by 
which the oppusito party ^\erc cxiltd, uas* 
written in the stile of disgrace, and was c\- 
^ prexsive of the King's great displeasure. Py 
this it will be seen how contemptible this 
woman was, in matters of business, and also 
what an tnUutnee her narrow-minded passions 
had on the gnatest 0{>cratious of the State, 
Us wtU as the crimes she w^s guilty of in tlie 
pn^hcnation of her authority. 

It is the lirst time (the time of the He* 
gener cxct pted) that in France the friends of 



tliu St:u« artt troutcd as its eneinies. 1 Imve 
hranl it wlusiKMwl, that it is not by a puuisli- 
iiirnt ot this kiiui that tijo ridiculous and 
unjust prulcnsioiis of the Prelate, in refusing’ 
the sacraiueuts to the dying, should have been 
oppo^’cd. 'I hu King by treating in the same 
manner the iVlagistracy, nntractable by pro- 
fosion, by principles, and by sentiments, and 
the Arch- Bishop, who at all times was the 
most devoted of his servants, committed a 
great error, whicii will not be easily remedied, 
for he has, by so doing, placed on the same 
^ tooling, against himself, his friends and his 
enemies. 


The Prelate and the Magistrates have 
since been recalled, but iMonsieur de Choi- 
seul and Madame de Pompadouv had both 
resolved on the desB’Uction of the . Jesuits, 
and to ruin them they recalled and restored 
the Parliaments, whicIi had been degraded 
and sent into exile. 

The Jesuits Ijeing crushed, dissolved and 
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exiled iu their turn, Toum! friemU nijo eiu- 
(iloyed iSIcssicurs Maupcou and ^I'erniy to 
annihilato the i^arliumetils, and i'Nlousiuur dc 
ChoUeul. 

Tlie PnrlianicuU, in tiicir di^tre*^, will 
find, m> doubt, in their turn, other poncr* 
All siipporterii, who will obtain their recnl ; 
ami it will bo Keen, if that happens, tlut 
they will amply re\enj;c them^he^ — ^sad 
convefjuenccs of the &hort>sighted {Mdicy of 
Madaino dc rompadour, who treated the 
AriciuU as well :ls the enemies of tho State 
in tliu &aine manner; -or rather the t»ad result 
of the elmation of this miscIiiu\ous grisettu 
to the side of a great Monarch, whom she 
prevailed on to espouse her interests, and 
to sign, through the lucdimn of .Ministers 
whom she citlier brought into ollice, or sent 
into exile at iicr pleasure, tho^> measures 
which were dictated to him by tlic narrow > 
minded views of a little bourgcuisc of the 
capital. It is tho Clergy who unmasked 
the designs of the ravorite, and who lint 
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CHAPTER XIV. 


A frak Anecdote of the Marquii de SoHvre* 
The King; ipccuhiUs deeply in the corn trade. 
The behaviour of the ParUiant thU Junc- 
ture. ^ladamede Pompadour endeavour $ to 
dettfoy our Silk Jitlanufactures. 

THE most serious inisclnef occasioned by the 
inilucncc of tho Marcliioitcss^ is' the absolute 
dcprndence that alt the MinUters are kept ia 
by her; it is through her they arc chosco, pro- 
moted, or dismissed, according to her caprice; 
and it will be readily iiiiagiiied, Mheii the 
auUiurity emanates from so ^ilo a source, how 
many measures must be adopted, injurious to 
tho iutcrcsU of the State. This uoinatt is 
held iu dclcstaliou by all the Body Politic; 
the Clergy, particularly, see with horror, a 
concubiuoat the head of atlatrs, uhu asjurvrs 
to appropriate to herself all the promotions 
in the church. Tho Nobility, \iho alone are 
Aa 



hcM ill high consideration in France, whilst 
filling tlie first offices of the state, can only ob- 
tain them through her channel ; and she has the 
character of selling all employments, com- 
missions, and xdaces. The King, who feels all 
the weight of his chain, remains silent ; he sees 
his finances deranged, he sees them abandoned 
to pillage, and he signs arbitrary drafts in favor 
of the Marchioness, for a hundred thousand 
crowns, for five hundred thousand livres, with 
the same indifference as we should expend a 
louis-d'or, or a pistole in our ordinary house- 
expences. 

The King himself, however, lately order- 
ed a very singular petition to be presented 
to him on his return, from hunting, when in 
a phaeton with Madame de Pompadour. In 
this petition a speculator requests of the King, 
by way of encouraging a manufactory wdiich 
he wishes to establish in the name of the State, 
that Madame de Pompadour should lend one 
hundred and fifty millions to the King, to enable 
him to carry this great and royal enterprize to 
perfection ; the King smiled, and Madame de 
Pompadour gave signs of great vexation. Since 
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iliis singular circumstance, &lic bos incrtai»cd 
the number of joung creatures round bis 
(}crs<?n, Hbo are all so well tutored, that tbejr 
arc cxprc&sljr forbidden to tell him auj thing, 
but \y bat she \\ Uhes him to be aerjuuinted u ith. 
No longer can anj truth, unpleasant to the 
Prince, reach It is car, but bjr some nut-of-thc- 
Hay channel ; the Court, one day, h itnessedan 
instance of this, that atfordi-d no small direr* 
sion. 

^ £ 

Some time before the death of tlic IMar- 

chioness, the Kiug Hcut to Paris, coutniry to 
his usual practice, for he has taken a 'siolciit 
antipathy to this good City, on account of the 
insults hIucIi it has otTertd to Madame do 
Pompadour, HhoU detested there ; the mob, on 
that day, sliU followed tlio carriage of the King, 
hut in a scry ditTerent maimer to what they 
had Cl er before done. They no longer shouted, 
•* Godsam the Kiug;" but the air nmg with 
tUevc lUstrcssing cries, “ mtCAU, 5/rr, oaKAo!" 
The gimrd was not e<iu.il to dispersing them, 
for the enraged mob obliged it to tail back. 
Ax'X 
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The King, on his return toVersailles, stung 
to the quick, was musing’ on this reception 
with a mixture of anger and sadness ; for he 
knows himself to be suspected of being at 
the head of a. corn-speculation, the profits of 
which he appropriates to his private use, and 

it was at this moment, that a creature of the 

\ 

Marchionessesbroke silence, and told the King, 
that he was very much surprized at the want 
of reason, as well as justice, in the cries of the 
people for bread, when they were seated at 
market, on immense heaps, of wheat ; he also 

» 

added, that bread was at a very moderate 
price. 

^ f 3 » 4 ^ X 

* i y 

The brave Marquis de Souvre could not 
hear such a violation of truth with indifference ; 
he took his gloves and his, hat, and. seemed 
quite in a hurry to get to the door. “ Where ‘ 
are you going said the King. “ Sire,^^ re- 
plied Souvr^, “ if you will permit me, Tam 
going to hang, my scoundrel of a Maitre 
d*Hotel, who .makes me pay double the price 

for bread, which this honest man tells you it 

is sold at,'^ This answer, which made every one 
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laugiii \vho heard it» could uot arrc.*it the at- 
tcntiou of the Vriuce, 

It will bo seen by this time, that if Ma- 
damo do Pompadour’s success at Court was 
grcati as the Mistress of thu ICing ; yet she was 
far from succeeding in the charactcrof 
If Oman. In our tiinc» hovtoer, %tchaTc had 
the spectacle of two empires, cvcclicntly 
goerned by soeral women; Russia by 
tbo two Catherines- Anne aud by Eliza* 
belli; and Germany by Maria - Theresa. 
Madame do Pompadour is perfectly ignorant 
of iJie art of governing, or of choosing those 
who arc capable of governing ; for when a si- 
tuation inthu gov urn ment, of any sort, is to bo 
tilled up, it I* precUcly the most improper 
person, for the misfortune of die Kingdoin, 
that she has the art of selectiug. 

She has been justly reproached vritb 
having done all in her power to destroy our 
silk manufactures. The Southern Provinces, 
particularly those on the banks of the Rhone, 
azo only enabled to pay their taxes by tho 

A A a 
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produce of their silks ; these silks go to Lyons,, 
and give animation to the commerce of France, 
All the Courts of Europe, and all the nobility, 
of the universe, make use of these rich and 
superb manufactures of Lyons,, for tlie:puf-, 
pose of full dress ; but some English noble- 
men, on their travels through France, having, 
been introduced to her, made her a present 
of some of the finest India chintzes, and made 
her brieve that she looked much handsomer and 
much younger ivlien she"\vas dressed in them 
' in negligh, Madame de Pompadour, there- 
fore, wears no longer any thing but chintz 
negliges ; if ik no longer our French manufac- 
tures that Madame de Pompadour is dressed 
in ; the 'mode which emanates from her bou~ 
doirs must therefore bperate in crushing our 
industry, and destroying our artsy even in 
our most distant provincesJ - ^ • 

What fheii is become of the' Ministers , 
of Louis the XlVth,—Tof that 'King so proud of 
his royal and unique manufactures, establish- 
ed by' Colbert ? The English presumed to send 
us thhir Indiah stuffs ; the King had them all 
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conHscatcd: lie went furthiir, ho sent them to 
thq public executioner, u iiU orders (o drc.\s 
biinseir in tficii,i : and aU those ladies who uero 
before in the habit of wearing them, desisted 
through fear of the King's displeasure. 

The Hnanciers and the middle ranks of 
felt a secret pleasure in sciing a 
little griMJlte seated by Oic side of the King; 
but her airectation of dressing herself in this 
manner, iu her «rgh*g<* of foreign fabric, and 
above all of English manufacture, deprived 
her of the esteem of nil the French artisans, 
who now speak of this famous woman as every 
one else speaks of her* IfoWcvcr, it K but ' 
doing her justice, to say thatsho does not love 
llic Engluh, and particularly the arrogance 
of their ambassador* ; who-aflect to treat her 
with hauteur, and behave to licr a.% they would 
to a clerk iu the Foreign Department : at which 
IjouU tlic XVih isrtuilc distrciKd. 


CHAPTER XV, 



t>aily precautions both of the Government and 
the Police of Paris^ for the safety of Ma» 
dame de Pompadour. 


IT will hardlif be conceived what pains were 
taken, and what precautions used bj the 
Government, to preserve this woman from 
the insults of the populace of Paris ; but wh/ 
do I confine mjself to the populace? I ought 
rather to say, of the better kinds of bourgeoises 
and of every'individual at Paris, and through- 
out France. 

The Pit of our play-houses at Paris, is a 
sort of chamhre basset House of Commons, 
like that of London ; if this chambre 'basse 
(lower house) had but the liberty of speech ! 
had but the right of remonstrating ! But alas ! 
it has only its hands, which are all it possesses, 
and it used them in applauses, which are often 
very severe lessons ; for the Pit, in withholding, 
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or ill granting them tnal d propot^ dlspcuso;! its 
cemure or its applaud with a great deu) of 
well-timed cfiuity. ^Vhat a nation I which 
can makciUclf understood by granling, or re- 
fusing, or by a Heeled and ironical applauses. 

Aladaino do Pompadour went to the 
Opera in 1720, and had tiicn a pretty good spe- 
cimeu of the opiutoa which the public enter- 
tained of her. 

Opposite to her wa!»hcr husband Monsieur 
io Normaut d'Etiolcs; and it will not be dif- 
Hcult to imaglno which of the two w'as most 
applauded, the King's ra\oritc, or the cuc- 
kold. It w as not she, w ho every day saw^ at her 
feet crowds of Nobles, S^rclates, Ambauadors, 
GciaraU, and that suite of Miuisters w horn 
she promoted or discarded at pleasure; but it 
was the good man d'Etiolcs w ho was the object 
of the most rapturous applause. Ah! the dear 
good man! how he was put out ofcouuUnauce 
by it ; 1 watched hu every motiou, and kept 
my e^e fixed on him on thU occasion; he 
turned pale, he bluUicd, andclougul colour 
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at a reception which he had no right to have 
expected. 

\ 

As the Marchioness's box was on the same 
side of the house as that I sat in, and as no one 
dared to lean forward to look at her, I question- 
ed several persons who sat on the opposite side 
to her, and who could notice all her motions. 

Madame de Pompadour supported the 
scene with the most brazen assurance ; all that 
could be remarked extraordinarj in her con- 
duct was ; that she bit her upper Up, and con- 
tinued to do so for a long time — she bore the in- 
sult in the same manner as she would have en- 
dureda fine harangue, or aprolix tale of flattery. 

Since that time, Madame de Pompadour 
never fails to inform her husband that^she in- 
tends going to such a play, to such a concert, 
or to such a place : which is a sort of tacit order 
for him not to go there at the same time ; to 
prevent a repetition of a scene of the nature 
already described. The good man d^Etioles 
submits to all this for the sake of Louis theXVth; 
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but when be ^rUlIc» hU \Tlfo to employ ber 
intcrot in nny particular matter, (which is ex* 
treincly rare, ami always in a just cause, or 
when he wishes to preheat her from doing any 
thing improper, or contrary to the iulcrcsUuf 
the family,) hcsa)»to the Abbe Bay Ic, who 
goes beUveen them, “ Tell iny wife, that I will 
go to the Palace ; that I am rcsoIvcU to do so ; 
ami that I will make the very roof resound 
with the equity of what 1 demand and 
requiro/* 

A Acr w hich it is the Prince do Soubiso who 
sets every thing right. 

Poor d'£tiolcsw*as at a loss, at Hrst, to 
kuow' how ho should address her. 

Mademoiselle She was hU law-, 

ful wife; he had a child by her; and she was 
not a Miss, although she was no louger hUwife. 

Madame d^I^doUi I She had,at the begin, 
ningof her couomuuication witli the King, 
punished a thoughtless person who hod ue« 
gUctrd to call her by her new title. 
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My wife V This title was kept in reserve 
by Monsieur le No rmant d'Etioles, to be used 
byway of a threat. . She wished one day to 
get from him a superb picture of herself, by 
Latour, which was still in his possession. " Go 
tell my wife to come and take it away herself/* 
was his message by the Abbe Bayle, 



CHAPTER XV!* 


Dthalts btticctn the Duke dc ChoUeut antf 
Miidauie de Pompadour rcspectlag the prc~ 
ctdence htlteetn the Kittgi of France and 
England, Anccdota rclatiie to the Peace 
of 17(>3> Our Cahinet permits the King of 
England to take from the King his title of 
, King of France f to assume it to himself and 
giie him in ejcehattge that of ** The most 
Christian Kwg” 


THE Abbe Baylc hu:* related to me several 
very curious aiiucdotes, respecting the interior 
of the Court, particularly of tho Kin^, Madame 
the Marchioness dc Pompadour, und the 
Duke of Choiscul ; aud it is to him 1 am iiio 
debted for tlie j^rvatest part of those imetted 
I a ihw coBec t'to n * 

*rhc peace, so loug-looked for, and so 

much desired, betuecu lojuU and the King, of 
* Enslaud, uas signed not long since; and ifthu 
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Abb4 had not coirnnunicated to me what 1 
am now about to relate, I am almost sure 
Madame de Pompadour would have informed 
me of it herself. 


It is inspossible to imagine the haughty 
N and arrogant tone that our Cabinet permitted 
the King of England ^to-assume f Monsieur 
le Diic . de Bedford, disputed even to the 
nearest trifle, on both the ceremonials to be 
observed, as w'ell as the titles to be used, and 
to such a length did he carry; his pretensions, 
that it is not Louis the XVth who in the 
Treaty is styled Kmg\ of France, but it is 
the King of England-^never was there any - 
thing so incomprehensible or so inconsistent, 
Louk the XVth is only styled Most Chris- 
tian Kingi'^ whilst, amongst his other titles, 
the Kin^ of England assumes to himself an 
accumulation of titles of King of diflererit 
crowns out of his own dominions. 


Madame de Pompadour was furious 
against Monsieur de Choiaeul, for suffering 
such an oversight, or such presumption in an 
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act of such &oIciutiity. Sho (old him, the 
Treaty degraded both tho^ Kiog and tlio 
French Monarchy, and that the titlu of King 
of Trance ought to be uTcsted from the Eng* 
lidi by the ^>ulnt of the &uord, dnee their 
King hud uiiurpcd it ; and that a dc<>ccnt even, 
if neccjvary, should be made on that regicide 
Island, to asengo t!te Itonor and the indcpcn* 
dence of the cron ti, and to oblige England, 
usnell us its Erince, to pay a proper respect 
to the King. Madame do Poui{)adour, in thU 
business, is certainly an exccUcnt French* 
noman. Monsieur Ic Due do Cholseul in 
reply, told her, ** that (hero nas a settled 
ceremonial in Euroi>e, v'^hich rendered it by 
no means an easy matter fur one of (ho con* 
tractiug powers to ellect a cliaugc in it4* 
favor he said, that the topic of prece* 
deuce nos of all others the most dilicaie and 
the most arduous In the Ministry of Tordga 
AtTuirs, uud lliat custom had long sanctioned 
thegising to the King of England the (tUa of 
King of Trance/* I sruuld ha^c tolerated 
it at the jseacc of 174S,'* replied Madame d# 
Eompadour, '♦ nhiui the King siould have 
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peace on any terms : but now are we to lose 
not only colonies, but our titles as well as our 
honor? But pray, after all, is really to 
have the precedence }” The Duke de Choi- 
seul — “ The King of England, according to 
the established custom of diplomatic eti- 
quette/^ Madame de Pompadour — “ Say ra- 
ther the King of France ; since, according to 
the etiquette you speak of, the King of Eng- 
land is called so ; for it is ridiculous that a 
King who, after all, is but a half sort of a 
King, like that of the English, and who has 
but eight millions of subjects, can pretend 
even to an equality^ much less a superior rank 
to a Monarch who 'has twenty millions of 
souls subject to his empire, with the whole 
French Nation protesting against it. What 
rvill the Parisians and all Europe say of us, if 
we permit the King of England, in the Treaty 
we are about to sign with him, to take from 
Louis the XVth his title of King of France, 
and substitute that of the Most Christian 
King } Suppose, Sir, I were to advise you 
to make an exchange, and to add to this title 
of Most Christian King, that of King of 



Kii^Uml, don’t you imagine (hat iti reading 
oter the tlic Kiiglidt uouM be mo^t 

indignant? Will %ou pennila treaty couched 
in ihej^e ternu to bci^igncd ? 

Dae do CUoi^cul— “ Louis the XlVtU per- 
mitted It,” 

Madame do Pompadour — It is incredi- 
ble tliat Louis Ic Grand iiould ba>c |Krmtt- 
ted tliat the succesmr of Henry the Lightlt^ 
the executioner of the Quetms of Lngland , 
the successor of iMnry, nho steeped (ho Island 
ni the blouelof the Protestants; of Lliiahctli, 
s\ho shed the blood of the Catholics, and be- 
headed a Queen Oonager of Pnincc, he*r 
sister, tlio reigning Que'cn of Scotland , of 
CrouiueU, the aseasstii of Charles (ho I*t , of 
William, (ho usurper of the throno of a 
ligitimatc Prince, should, in a treaty, dare 
\iitlt him to assume the tune of sujH:riority, 
and of precctlencc. t kuunr sery nell nhai 
I am talking of. 'Ihe blood of the iloueo of 
Uoutbuu is august ; the bloenl of the Kings 
of Digtaud IS ignoble and coutaiiiinatcd, 
'i'bc Cngluh (HVpIe are of all people the most 
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ferocious. Every exertion must be used to 
change this humiliating ^tiqifette. The very 

^ • V 

comparison alone of a King of France to a 
King of England would . be insulting— can 
ferocity and civilization ever be compared 
together?” ~ , 

The Ducde Choiseul — When Louis the 
XIVth humbled the English, he could not 
change this ceremonial; it has been handed 
down to us, and the present circumstances 
are not favorable - to a change ; besides, the 
treaty contains many articles much more dis- 
agreeable than that ; they are the necessary 
consequences of the present circumstances; 
but I have promised the King that those, cir- 
cumstances shall be changed.” 



ClIAl^TLU xvjr. 


!?Vi> portraitt of ^iladame dc Pompadour ; ouc 
{n her pouth^ the other in her decline of iife^ 
Vfuommon lariations of her feitiurc4» She 
ttiidied the art if arnin^in^a counUnance ; 
'hcrattonithin^ tucectf. 


AT ihc time lliat M:u!amo(VKtiu)o&ucct^(leil 
ia attracting; tlie attunllun of the .Monarch* 
Mu* Mttl to be one of the mo$t bc.iutifult 
if not the ino^l beautiful uoiiuiiof the capital. 
She had in' her phjiioijnomy such u iui\turc 
of \iTacity and of tcndcrnci>s, mid Mie wasto 
perfectly, at the fcinie moment, irh.it might 
juktly tic termed a pretty uxnnaii, and u lino 
uonun, that the junction of t lieu; too 
ttc», uhicU urcko rarely met with in the tamo 
{xrum, had uuJe her a Hirtuf phenoniinoo, 

I «|p not u> much dwell on the outline of 
Uli -2 
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her countenance, as the perfect command she 
had, and tiie astonishing^ pliabiJity of her 
features and their expression. This woman 
had studied her own countenance with such 
success, that she could throw into it every 
expression tijat circumstances required, and 
she coukt dress up her features at pleasure: 

Did she wish to draw the attention of 
the King ? She assumed the forms of beauty 
by merely preserving tlie calmness and tran- 
quillity of her natural countenance, and 
this calm aided the display of lier numerous 
line ieiitures. 

Did she wish to render this tranquil air 
move seducing ? She had recourse to the 
astonishing variability of her eyes, and of 
every feature in her face, and to those natural 
movements which skilful connoisseurs term 
vivacity ; and this addition rendered the 
beauty of her divine figure more striking. 


Madame de Pompadour^ was therefore a 

fine woman by nature and at wail? o^hand- 
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M)Uic and either {-cparatcly or alter* 

iMtdy; this' mos the fruit of Ic&Mjtis that 
her mother hnd gtten her hy the mcan<i of 
actrev^cH, celcbnitctl courtesaus. preachers, 
and lawjF'erj.. Thii diabolic woman had 
Marched amongst all those profcMious which 
require striking and varied physiognomy, for 
persons caj^tablcof gi\ing lessons of their art 
to her daughter, that she might truly make 
her *' n morul far a A'i«g’* — a inorM.1 that 
would govern a weak prince, who wasaircady 
termed, in tho familiar circle of Madame dc 
Etiolcs, King Petaut**^ (Lo Iloi Petaut); in 
sliort, to make of her a woman so irresistibly 
seducing, that, without endeavouring so to 
do, she had tudier youth rendered her h us* 
band passional vly enamoured of her person, 
as afterwards di:signi ug >0 lo do, she inspired 
the King with the same scutimuUs« 

JCiclusiYc of the charms of a beautiful 
and iutcUigtnl face, Ix-amiug sutU u%acity. 


* A *a 44 si 4 «k. 
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Madame de Pompadour possessed, in the 
most supreme degree, the art of changing her 
features; and this novel arrangement, ^equally 
skilful as attractive, .was another result of her. 
studies of the relative connections .between 
the mind and the phj'sioguom/. 

That languishing and sentimental tone 
of voice which is so pleasing, and which, in 
certain circumstances, has such power. over 
all mankind without exception, was so pecu- 
liar to Madame de Pompadour,. that she could' 
assume it at pleasure, and that with such 
effect, that she possessed, what is rarely to 
be found at Court, and what in literature is 
entitled, the gift of tears ; hut this, gift the - 
lady only possessed in the same manner as ex- 
cellent players, possess it, in the presence of an. 
observing audience, who mark the impression, 
that they seem to feel.' Louis the XVth, in 
this point of view, formed the uudien^e of 
Madame de Pompadour; how then vy as it, 
possible that a King thus indolent and inac- 
tive should resist the sway of an actress of this 
kind, when this dangerous woman; according 
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♦licircuiuitaucct rujuircd, or at her pleasure, 
i;ould be bandiouie and pretty, (belle &. &o- 
lie) at the i^une time; or nut only cxtrciiulj* 
haudi>omQ and pretty, but alio reiuarkablo 
for her \i>acily or her languor? Tlui»c dillcr- 
iUt characters fornad, wluii nectsviry, the >a- 
riationv of her countenance. She could bo at 
uill, haughty, itupeuiouji. trampiil, corjuettidi, 
fruuanl, uiulble, curlotn*, attentiTc, accord' 
iug as she gave to her e^es, her lipsj or her 
fotchcad such an iunexioii, or such a motion, 
or such a degree of openness; &o that, uithout 
altering the attitude of her body, her (Kmici* 
ous face sras a perfect Proteus. 

\\ hat n pity it uas that with so many vu> 
rious beauties, I hero should liasc bet^n, and 
that in tho \ery centre of so many dillercnt 
ph^sloguomicj, a disgmttugdckct. — Madame 
dc Pompadour's lips were juJe aiul colorless, 
which was the cousi-«jucnce of a trick she had 
of inrjHtually biting them. am! that (osucha 
degree, that she burst the sinail and impercep* 
liblc \ciuf, sihicb ghe the lips their Teriuil/oa 



tint , Slid ivliBii sh6 was not biting tliein, oi* 
had not bitten them for some time, thej looked; 
brown and dirty. 

Whilst it was possible to make' the Court 
believe that she had a- natural color, Madame 
de Pompadour made scarcely any use of 
rouge, or at most a very light tinge; and in _ 
those days she had the folly to decry not only 
the use of rouge, but the ladies who used it. 
Her eyes have naturally an air of such bril- 
liancy, that it seems as if a spark issues 
from them when she looks at any one; they 
are of an hazle color ; her teeth are vjery beau- 
tiful, as well as her hands. — As to her shape, . 
it is. elegant, very taper, of middling size, and 
' perfectly straight.’ She is so conscious of all 
this, that she takes the greatest pains to set 
it off with all the aid of art. She has invent- 
ed negliges, which have become a general ' 
fashion, and which are called Pompadour 
robes, the forms of .which are such that they 
resemble a Turkish vest, sitting close to the 
' neck, and buttoning beneath the wrist ; they 
are adapted to shewing otF the bosom, and as they 
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Alt to till! ruriii, dupla} nil the bcau- 

iicit of tho A!t4jH*t nhiUi they M.t.m to hide 
them. 

Bui bcMiU’:^ ihut Ahe diH^uises herAcIf as 
4 couutr\*^irl( 4S.I iuUk>uutdt a miu (au ur- 
griAc), 4 farmer’s or a gardener’s uifc, to mr- 
pruc and excite * the King 

As to her conduct and carnage, asUdv of 
honor to the Que-cn, she neser could be, nor 

t, %ef ndl bo an) thing but a GriActtc — for /irr 
niiiinuri arc ^our^eoir, Monsieur do Maur^ 
piA has told her so . ami ho has gone further, 
tor in tliu songs ho undo on her, ho told her 
tint she had recelud (ho (ducatlou of a irulJ 
*l Uif King, >«ha at ln%t found Ins A't lin^e hurl 
h) lur sulgaritv, vtas ohb^ed to remark to 
hi^ couiturs, I am udl an are that she 

u. inu poluhing , but a nuAtrcvs ia abi.oluulr 
menvaf) for me, if only to jmi a »toji to the 
tntrigui % of tho>e n ho are {)cr|xtually aspir* 
tug to that situation , and if I had taken oue 
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of finished manners, I might probably not 
have found the same charms that 1 have dis- 
covered in this woman 7^ 

It was said, both by the King and Mon- 
sieurje Normant, that she had a great deal of 
, boldness of another sort ; but as I intend that 
tliese anecdotes shall be published at a proper 
time, it is very useless for the public that I 
enter into these particulars, which could only 
be of utility to the King’s purveyors. 

As to the internal affections of the soul 
of the Marchioness, it is well known that she 
has no care but for the present ; the future 
sometimes interests her, but as she does not 
believe in a futurity, she cares very little 
either what will be said, or what will be writ- 
ten about her after her death. She Inis a fa- 
vorite adage that she is ever repeating, “ After 
us the flood.” 

Solely occupied with the present, and 
eager after praise, flattery, and respect, real 
or feigned, submission voluntarily extorted, she 

* \ 



prcuntk hcmif i saloon of comiunjr, !«tkt5 
(t('rv<at at tabfc, or tuti.n»a circtu \ulli the 
arrog^ant air uf a bold ii^d pru^umimg \«uni iti, 
\}hQb<,ttus to to lltoH? arouml lur, ** Hire 
f am, It i!» /.** *l l>i» u llic portrait I \kttclH%l 
of lar ^uar# ii^o — ^ow fur (be one t 

dfciv of Iter 111 175b, nbrn iihe Ma> about 
thirty >u veil or thirty -ti^bl jtai!» old, 

^Mut lUcreintudc! ^\llal a c!taii,,tiin 
lit r ri^urc ! \\ li It tilth m her coiiiUcnauco* — 
:?!ie d iil^v iiiiktia practice of burning btr (ace 
under a I i\cr of wbile and nd, btruiacKy 
IS become ^nmice, a tort of b udonic 
Old her ualuraJ 1 iiioUor, a compicto dcadncts, 
the uuigiiw^, as do all the Court Iulu», that 
iiudtr a d lading coat of rouge, ^bc cindu* 
^in*wo t!ie vitiukb* m her face hhe lus &l)lt 
I tr^e and line but what a bxik mut» 

ffoiii iboa, two root** in her eicr\ thing; u 
unitidthat can Mrne to exhibit the appcraraiuc 
of » had woman ^ lirr eiu jcutcdlriuie, and 
the xallawuvHV of hrr eomptcxiuu, were nr ma* 
m viaimn^^ from natuii that the xiurhme 
viiax lytvtng; vias. hbe tbui bicamc much rimrc 
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dangerous, more restless in society, and more 
difficult to be pleased. She refrained alto- 
gether from going to Paris, and she no .longer 
presumed to show herself at Court with the 
same audacity as before. She covered her face 
with white^ red, and black ; the time passed 
at her toilet, and in dressing herself, became 
daily more tedious, in proportion as the task 
of making up her face became more difficult 
and more complicated. She saw, for some 
time before, that disease was coming on, bu 
she had nothing in her mind or conscience that 
inspired her with resignation. 

s ' 

Her illnefes is long and painful, and if, as 
has been said, it is the effect of poison, it is at 
least a very slow one. 



ciLVFrEU wni. 


Dtitih of Mfuiiiuic tie Pomjmdour^ State of 
France, Interior Factions of the Court, 


ONE klioulU noi ujuicc at titc iK-nth of 
411 ^' jtcr^utK III kjK'akui^ of tie (Ji.uii of 
MaiUnu* tU* roiiipailour, we uuwi, notv^Ub** 
ft cl bappj* in ihc deliverance ofibo 
King and hi* kingdom. 

Hovv Utile did LouU XV. appear lu 
comj>ari»on xvitb .Madame do Pompadour! 
ami if be bad but known ft» bo would bare 
brukcu hill chaimi tlftrcn >tar» ago. The 
publiCi cvir fuud uf attributing the death of 
remarkable |>civoiugc* to mine Kcrct cauws, 
did not fad (o say that die was tbe vtctimof 
cumpiraev. 

It would l>e much inure natural to attri- 
bu{<t her »loir fcKfi to Ute (>cr(H;ta4l cun* 



hhc lived m ; to the aftloiits which she, 
or tho.se bejuiigiii^^toher, received ia the CapU 
tai to the oppositions she met witli inherplaii 
♦»i ruiniji^ the Jesuits ; to her actual situation 
with Monsieur de Choiseiii ; to the shameful 
treaty concluded with England ; to the degra- 
dation ol France; to the state of the finances; 
to the sarcasms from Eerlin; to the victories 
and the tone of the King of Prussia, wfiio is 
her tormentor; to the fresh troubles which are 
breakifjg out in the Parliaments; and to her 
constant fear of the death of the King, and 
of lier btdiig sent to pine away her life in a 
convent, by the orders of the Dauphin, w’hea- 
cver that event shall happen. 

She had been the King of France : Louis 
the XVth was only the titular guardian of 
bis crown: the fear of losing her poAver, and 
becoming a boiirgeoise of Paris, was a source 
of perpetual torment to her. And she never 
saw a Jesuit, after she had succeeded in ruining 
their society, but she figured' him to be an 
assassin or a poisoner; nor conid'she rest till 
she had effected their banishment. ‘ 





Stic hnd nut the »;}tUractwn of outlhiti^ 
Ui» Uojal Uiglnitv, iho Dauphiit, tmt the 
Due lie Chuiviul Iiatl tho uu%(ortuiio tu kc 
I tiinK:ir acciucd asilio autiiorur tins truly lU*- 
plombto ami aUc* of being the author of 
the diatU of ilic Queeut ami of the L)au|ihi> 
new, .u UtU an of that of Madame <Io l*om- 
paduur. 

The vnnou$ opinions fonuetl by the public 
on the attempt to «u^&Mnate Uouw the XVtli» 
ha>c already biiU tiuiuiunul, the Jtr»uit> dul 
not fail to attribute it to the ParliamuU, aiul 
tbe Parliament to ilie Jesuits ami tu the Cler* 
gy. A judgment might l>c formed from these 
contradictory accusatiunst Mhtrli (at bottom) 
M Ian thoroughly cxainiiud, prurc nothing hut 
the auuuusity of these factions* 

Hut at the ihaili of the Quccn, of the 
t>aupUinevi| ami of the sou of Louis the X\ thy 
ajtuusl ciiry omN although nilhoul any eorl 
of proofs joiiutl III acca»ing the Uuke do 
Choiecul t aud thu .^}imstert \tfhu nan not ig' 
norant of tbcvetrpott>, looL no sort of notice 
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. of them, noi* (lid he punish a single individubl 
lor iiaving propagated them.^ 

At the Archbishop's Palace, there is' 
but one opinion as to Ins being guiltj^j and the 
Arclibisliop revenges himself with the most 
devout severitj'. 

* y 

The Jesuits, rendered furious by what has 
happened to them, attribute these crimes to 
the Due de Choiseul, and his sister the Duchess 
of Granmiont. The Duke de Choiseul ruined 
the Jesuits, and the Jesuits, in their turn, wish 
to ruin the Duke. 

All these circumstances are commented 
on at Court, and form the subject for songs^ 


• Monsieur de Choiseul, exiled by the intrigues of the party , 
of the Due d’Arguillon, said at Cliauteloup, “ Why do not they 
also accuse me of having poisoned Madame Du Barri ?” 

(This note was communicated to the Editor of these Memoirs 
by one of the persons concerned in the Journal ,des Debats, and 
who formerly was employed in the Cabinet of Monsieur de 
Choiseul, and Editor of the article published at the time, in this 
journal against tliat chapter of the Memoirs of the Reign of 
Louis the XVItli, wlieve there is question of the accusation of 
the different parties to the prejudice of the Duke de Choiseul* 
and of the Dauphin.) 



uUicIi are (t:\cii in the UukeS anU'chutn* 
her; tbiac ic]>ort)i arc asdoubllc:^ 

(bey are \otUuf Irutli; but u by ^>iU Mous^kur 
lie Cbtiucul bo (be leader of a party } 

Anito (be Paupbiu and bit xiifci be i* 
uufortimatily perhuaded of (be truth of it; 
he iuu said vo to bU intimated; and iSIoasicur 
(ics'Mc.ob’t jUts/topof Verdun, uuikr^uo hcrupk 
of va> iuj* >o. 

If the MarebiuticiA Mere aliw, there U 
no doubt but die uImj nould be neemed ; and 
acrimoof ibis nature k ccrlaiidy much more 
congenial to her character tliau to lli.it of the 
Duke do Cboixeul. It would not then bax'e 
been said, that the Kin;; only contcntcxl to (be 
destruction of the JirsutU, and to the death of 
bis sun, by way of puuubiit;; the attempt of 
Uamkus, and pfr renting a r^jictition of it. 
Then it would bare been said that the 
future, and uut the past, xrastbe cause of this 
perfidy, and llval MwUiue de V«iu|ia.!uur did 
k:c 
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not chuse to be shut up in a convent by the 
Dauphin, on his accession to the throne. 

Madame de Choiseul is for treating all 
these accusations with dignified contempt; as 
to myself, who cannot think of accusing Mon- 
sieur de Choiseul, although he certainly is a 
great gainer by the death, of the Dauphin, 
,yet I must confess that the party of the de- 
votees made him so suspected, that he will have 
no small difliculty in clearing himself, in their 
eyes, from the accusation , which they are so 
industrious in propagating : the loss of their 
dearly beloved Jesuits has exasperated them 
too much for- him to hope to be forgiven ; and 
at the present moment they are exerting 
every nerve in Brittany, for Monsieur d’Aiguil- 
lon. . 

At Paris they will do the. same against 
Monsieur de Choiseul, if they are not pre- 
vented. Monsieur de Choiseul will also do the 
same on his side in Brittany, and in Paris 
against the Duke d'Aiguillon ; and the princi- 
pal aim of each party, is to get the start of 
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the other to tluir to the tbit/ both 
have m ticv\ 

Uis tiiuotobnUj^ thc>c memotn to acou- 
cluMun , the }cars that foUoiv, >\ill gni. xa 
other scenes. Iktth IMoiutcur xV \iguilIou 
and Moiuuur do Chuivcul harv m thtir cha> 
ractersy and their op^iu^ite prmcitdc^i i.iiuuj,U 
(u occupy the Court, ihoCupitit, I raucciUcir, 
and all Uurojw 

'i he/ VI ill put all the uuiTcr&c into mutioii, 
bccauMi tht^v ire both actuated bji that ambi- 
tioU|Vvhich romcnt»diM:orthi belli ixa uiaukiud 
and belli cui empires. 

Motuicur da Choiscul has attached to his 
part/ -dl iho rrte-thiiikcrs, the I’arbamcuU, 
the l*ohttcal liishops, the JauMruists, Auitna, 
and the King, vihom he (^OTcrus, he has alvo 
hu vitKs on the children of the Dauphiu , 
hcicuhcito furmaClcrgrof hisoiin 

^(QUl>Kur d*Ai^uiUou has the iup{K»rt ot 
the dau jjhuni of the King, of the Uauphm 
Ced 
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when living*, of the ex- Jesuits, of the Arch- 
bishop of Paris, of the Suipiciens, of. the 
Devotees of the Court and of the City, of the 
Molinists, of the Grand Council, and of the 
Religious Bishops. 

He wishes to g’ain over Louis the XVth, 
who is already wavering between the two 
parties. His inclination will lead him to attach 
himself to the most religious of the two, to 
that which is most attached to the preragators 
of his authority, and to that which will leave 
him to enjoy his Mistresses in tranquillity. 

'V 

Such is the state of the Court of France, 
in January, 1767. 


Thefollowmg Chapters loere joined to the 
Memoirs hi separate sheets, and as they appear 
in some measure connected with them, they have 
been added to the work. ' ’ . 




TUD 


WILL AND TESTAMENT 


• of tM» 

M/iJlCiao^^ESS DE PO^^PADOUR, 

mktkm NOTCMuilV 17S7. 


IN tho tuoiu of tbo Tuthcri and of ttio Sou, 
uiul of ihc Holy (Uionit. 

1, Jooc AtitoiucUc Poison, Marchioness 
of Pom(uduur, vrife of Churlcs Willunu lo 
NormaiU, 1^{. but U\iug in a staU of sc|sji. 
ration from him, hato made and Mriltcii this 
my |»rocut Will and Tntaiiicat, nhicU I 
dedre to Uo strictly executed. 

I rtcomnund luy roul to God, bcaACchinjj 
him to hate mercy un mr, to ]>anlou me lujr 
»lus, aiul to grant umt the grace of rr|Knuuce, 
that I may dUc tu %uih scnilmcnU tu may 
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render me worthy of. his mercy, hoping to 
appease his justice through the merits of the 
precious biood of Jesus Christ iny Saviour, 
and by the po we rfuL intercession ,of the Holy 
Virgin and of all the Saints in Paradise. 

. I , desire that my body may be taken to 
the Convent of the Capuchins, in the Place 
Vendo me, at Paris , without any external 
pomp ; and that, it may be buried in the 
vault of the chapel which was granted to me 
in their church. • ' ^ 

I bequeath to Monsieur Collin, as a 
. token of gratitude for his attach- 
ment, an annuity of six thousand 
livres > /- . r - - - 6000 

To Monsieur Quesnay four thousand : " 

j livres • - ' - ■. — , , - 4000 

To Monsieur Nesines three thousand 

livres - - - 3000 

To Lefevre', my game-keeper j twelve 

hundred livres : - : - - 1200 

To my tbtee waiting^ women, to Mademoi- 



iicUc Jc4imclou, to itiy three \ ate u*(lo'Cham« 
tife» to tny cooks, utulcr-cooks, maitre d'hote), 
butler, aud ]mrtcr, to each of thcui, the iu* 
lcrt:st of a capital of five huiulrtd lores, at 
tea ]U:r Cent.; and to u^pI4iu inj intentions 
still more clearly, 1 sUaU gitc, as an example, 
.MadciuolKitc I^bbaty, nho h.u been in my 
scnictt for tneho ^e;ir»; if 1 die in my pre- 
•4Uit illness, she u to receive a lifc^aniiulty of 
GOO Uvres, tnakinj; tneUo times iifty, at ten 
l>cr Cent, on u capital of GOO livrc*, a* it is 
my iutcnllon that cicry additional year slm 
remains In my sen ice her annuity is to bo 
inerL^vsed GO lirro. 

I bccjiucatli to luy taci^ucys, coachmen, 
SvtihS, chairmen, ^mrlcrs, gurdnicrs, chain* 
ber maids, the capital of GOO Hires, iho 
iatetest of uhicU is to bo paid to them in pn:« 
eisely the* same manner as esplaitud in tho 
pieccxUng article. 

I U«)iUcalli to the lot of in I sen ants nho 
are not comprited in the to o tbrr*,;uin^ clautcs, 
a capital of one huudtcd and tifty ]iuc», the 
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interest of which is to be paid to them, as be- 
fore-mentioned. 

\ 

It is my- further order, that all annuities, - 
granted by me during my life-time, shall be 
strictly adhered to ; ‘ and further, I bequeath to 
my two waiting women all my wearing ap- 
parel and linen, my laces included. 

d further give to my third waiting woman 

' i 

a present of three thousand livres, exclusive of 
her annuity ; and I further bequeath- to the 
chamber maid, in daily attendance on my per- 
son, a gift of twelve bundled livres, exclusive 
of her annuity. 

' I farther bequeath to each of my three - 
valets-de-chambre three thousand livres, ex- 
clusive of their annuities. 

I beg the King’s acceptance of the pre- 
sent IJiere make him, of my Hotel in Paris, 
being capable of forming a palace for one of 
his grandchildren ; and I wish Monseigneur 
the Comte de Provence to be its possessor. 



i aiio tf<iuca liU Maji-sly to accept of all 
uiy geuw, ujgniTctl hy Gaj, whether braccleu, 
ring>y kraUi &c. as an addxUou to h'u coUcc- 
t;ou uf iugraicd gcinn, 

Ai* to the surplus of mv property, real or 
^>er>oual, of nbatetcr nature or uhcrcicr hi- 
tuato it uuy be, I gtTcaud bequeath it to mj 
btotlicCt Abd Tran^olh IV^tthori, tMarrpns of 
Maiig;ny, nliom I luaLe and constitute mj 
solo heir; and in ca>c of hisi dtjtli, I hub- 
hiitute in hU place and stead, Moasieur Toiuon 
dc Mahomn (Martchal des Quarter- 

M..tster Geuend lo t!«i Army, now Chef du 
Uii^aUe of Carbineers, and his children. 

I name as executor of (his present 
vtiU and tChtanirnt, the I’rince of {Soubtw*, 
to «hum I ;(i\c full ins\\cr to act, and to do 
all that shall be necessary to put it in full 
force; and to %cl aj«tl such sums, annuities 
and prtqM. nks iKlou^iUt^ to me, as he ixholl 
ihtnU lit, for the ptosidiug; rt^lar pauurntx 
of all tl^ bfc-annuitich t ha^e bet^ucathed; 
and m caa« h< thould not tiud ihrur ludlcicnily 



3m 


adequate for that purpose, I authorise him to 
take from the ready monej' produced by the 
sale of my personals the necessary sum, to 
be laid out in the purchase of funds or annui- 
ties, the yearly produce of which shall be 
appropriated to the discharge of the said life- 
annuities ; as also to name and appoint any 
person he shall think fit, and at any salaiy he 
shall approYe, to receive the revenues set 
apart by my testamentary executor, for the 
payment of the said life-annuities.to each of 
the said legatees ; which said legatees, by 
reason of the said delegation and destination 
for their use, shall have no claim, pretension 
or mortgage on any of the residue of my 
property. 

Although the office which I now leave . 
to Monsieur de Soubisse is of a nature to give 
him pain, yet he must look on it as a certain 
mark of that confidence with which his pro- 
bity and his virtues have inspired me. I beg 
him to accept of two of my rings ; the one, 
iny large sea-green coloured diamond ; the 
other engraved by Gay, representing friend- 


vilip. I tUUcrm)uir he will ui.\tr (KirtuiUi 
UictUi .)U<1 tiut ihi.} uill »tr»c to remtod htm 
of that petkou \U40, of atl olhvri m the 
tfortij* had the tcndcrut regard for huu 

*w4) j \NL AvrotNnrru rtuvvos, 

Mitcuioiiru or roMrAOOVK. 


Uet<e It \ crvi llriv 

Tt • */ S*»cwUr« 1*^7 


On the 6urX u ii.rit/ra 

1 hcf|uc 4 tfi to Ahrl Tran^oii l*oi!ai<in, mjr Urn- 
tlur» iMun^uL> of *Manguy« i-statc of the 
.N!archtont>s Petrago ofMcnar>,a»d lUappur* 
(iiiLatiCc'»i in the tamo couditiou ax it diaJl 
be m on t!>G of my deccaMr, and to hi» 
chddrxu and giandchildrtn, in (hr male Imr. 
and alna 3 > l^gmnmgmih (ho ildtvt, hbonhl 
luie no win, hut onl^ dau^hlci^T thebe* 
^hall he tod, and the exate diall he 
diudrd auwngi't them 
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In the case of my brother’s dying 'with- 
out, heirs, I put in his , place and stead, and 
on the same conditions, Monsieur Poisson 
do IMalvoisiu, now Chef-de-Brigade of the 
Carbineers. 

(Signed) J/\NE ANTOINETTE POISSON, 

MAnCinONESS OF POMPADOUB. 

At 'VersavUca, 

The SOth of March, I76I. 



CODICIL 


wux or ^lADAMi: OK roMrAuouic 


{ %viit and Udiucatti to tho follovving pcrkooi^ 
as a token of fncutUliip and in remembrance 
of ino— 

lo Madame da Ilouru Um (Kirtrait of' 
my ilaughUr, m a box Kt i%uh diatnomU; 
aUlkoUf^b my daughter bad not lito honor of 
being related to her, it xrill &cnc to put Ma- 
damo du ilouro in mind of (he regard I had 
for iicf. 

To ^ladamo la MoiCchalc do Mirejuux 
my ntxv \xatch xat xtitU dUmondt. 

To .Madame do ('^hitcau do tbruaud a 
box, with the Kiug\ ptctuio kI ta diamond*^, 
ibat a timdiiag fur me. 
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i o iVIadaine la Duchesse de Choiseul a 
silver box, set in diamonds. 

*7 o Madame la Duchesse de Granamont a 
box, with a butterfly of diamonds. 

7’o Monsieur le Due de Gontault t^vo 
hearts of rose-colored and white diamonds, 
joined together by a knot of green diamonds, 
and a cornelian box, which he always much 
admired. 

To Monsieur le Due de Choiseul an aqua- 
marine diamond, and a black figured box. 

To Monsieur le Mar^chal de Soubisse a 
ring, engraved by Gay, emblematic of friend- 
ship ; it is an exemplification of his feelings, 
as w'ell as my own, ever since I have known 
him. 


To Madame de Vamblemont my set of 
emeralds. 


If I have omitted any of my servants in 



Mill, 1 request my brother lu supply thu 
omlv^oti, pro>iihnj; fur tium, ami 1 herebjr 
<0ntinn tiiy miU \tiU and (tstameut, bojiin^^ 
tli.il lie Mill appruTc of the codicil, Mbicli is 
dtctalctl hy fritudditp, and wbicU ha» l>cc« 
trrtUcu at my devirc b_j' Monsieur Coltiu bas- 
ing Quiy stangtU enough to sign it. 

ru* M \ncnio,su>5 k4 roMr.M)oi.». 

Al \ imUtfi, 

Ttc ):4h vt Aint. i;gi « 

iVufc— '1 lift oHgiuaUof the said Will and 
Codicil have Uxu pUcuUn the care of Mens. 
lUrou the )OUDj;ir, Notary I*uh!ic, by 
a nolo of the lOlli of April, h^ srhicU act 
Mount or Cohn has dcclarcti, that Madaiwo 
dc rotiqudour, after bating dictated to him 
and signed the abote Isctpicsts, gate luin or- 
dtr», serUolir, to distribute to the jAKir the 
tuouej that he stuuld tind in her Mniiug^tsk. 
and lor the irgoJaling of srfdch tiutnboiioo* 
b« ssould nud in the saue ufitn»g*<lrTd,, 4 uic- 
asnranduin. imhcaiors, by iuiiul hiicfs, wf 
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the names of those persons to whom it was the 
intention of the Marchioness that the money, 
should be given. 

And futther, that she wished to reward, 

\ 

in a liberal manner, ‘,the King^s physicians, sur- 
geons and apothecaries, who had attended 
her during her illness ; and lastly, that, it 
was her wish that 3000 livves should be given 
to Madame Bertrand, her nurse, with whose 
attentions to her she was much pleased. 



MEMORIAL 

0.'4 TIlC 

ECOJVOMISTS. 


Tlin auiuiitj? tlut Ma^jinu dc Pompadour 
Inquiadicd by her \mU Iq Doctor Duc*nay, 
Olid the uutked rricuiKhip hUc alua^rii shewed 
(0 him, caujM^d it to bo aitkid, aAcr the death 
of Madamo dc PompadouTi irhat ucro tho 
caui^r* leading to the intimate conucction tliat 
autnuted iKtuecn her and ihu ph^kiciaUt 
|iafticularl^ a» the economic look uji to him 
their patnaielu 

Our«nay bv biith, the bonof aday> 
labuutrr. he had the ahitiU Hith trr^ litlla 
hrlp to acquire a kiuv«tcti^e of pbjuc, acul 
bj hu mrnt. Ixcame llm pbjfuciao to the 
King, hi* »imtdKitJi ami hu ^^ood brma; le* 
rouiuwdcd him to ^laJame dc Ptmijjadoof, 
a&td the Kiag vian albo wT hiu, Tiwai th# 
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differencfr of his principles, his conduct, and 
his character to those of the courtiers ; exclu- 
sive of which he had great mildness of manner, 
and an agreeable exterior. The King in raising 
him to the rank of nobility, gave him three 
hearts ease (pensees) for his arms. And in 
taking them from a vase of flowers that stood 
on the mantle-piece in Madame de Pompadour's 
apartment, this Prince presented them with 
his own handf o the doctoj;, saying with a great 
deal of grace and^ ready wit, The arms I 
give you are. very appropriate." 

The simplicity of this man, and the rus- 
ticity of his systems, appeared, it is said, to the 
ignorant and discontented, two probable chan- 
nels, to interest Madame de Pompadour in the 
project of a revolution against the noblemen of 
' the Court, who were almost all of them great 

t ^ 

land-owners, and wliom Madame de Pompa- 
dour was far from being a friend, to, whilst she 
lived. The secret projects of the economists 
tended to nothing less than to make the actual 
system of finance and practical agricolci to 
be regarded as Gothic institutions : and it was 



iitUnuaUnl tlut ir the uliolc bufthcti of the 
la^c* vure hitd, a^nuN the plan of that jurtyi 
on llie fatut'Ou tiers ainuiigkl the Cler^r* the 
IS'Dliility* aiM) litu thinl lUtalc, a ic^ulutiutt 
xotihl take placi*! litat uauUIitouMay all pri%t* 
Ir^rt t\« Htl) till alt ahuMx It u well Uuuitit 
uhat ililliculticii the Duke, a» first muiiticr, 
tmoluil liituvclf iti| as >u'U as alt those si ho 
iiuhtsl the taxes to he levictl on alt properly 
uithuui (lUtiuction ofprrHiui. Anil ii hut mi^ht 
beilnaihilt if tlie uhule Height of ta\i» iirie 
ihroiinuti the laiuKholtlcrs aluuci ulthuut 
cxccplioit or priiilegc } 

laiuu the Wtli had already been eau* 
tuuicd not to lay a tax on the ^iropnctor* of 
lands; and had txrn told that it ^iiouM b« 
the ruin of the .Monarchy. *^1110 inatuMir ifi 
iihkU thU Ha* proieil, or altrmpltil to be 
pruvtdio hlni, (for hr'ie ts an extract from the 
otiguial) hcncfullona: — 

*♦ lather hlfc Mill bale the tai<» 

a.fc thri tKfW alc, and thia IVaiKc will lx, a*. 
II h^a Ik-cU* the lie hot Kingdom of the ti*»» 
Uu'i 
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verse ; witij the exception of the expences of 
tJie State, which must some dnj be diminisheci ; 
as must also the taxes, which in the end must 
be reduced, 

“ Or else your Majesty must subject 
the Clergy and the Nobility to be taxed in 
the same manner as the third Estate, and as 
i.s the custom in Languedoc, &c. 

“ But how will your Majesty manage when 
you require the Parliaments to register the 
edict that authorizes an increase of taxes ? 
Tliereyou will dud insurmountable difficulties. 

“Your Majesty is only certain of the com- 
pliance of Parliament, when the taxes required, 
are to be paid by the third Estate : and the 
reason of this compliance is simple, because 
the Parliament is not to pay them. But if' 
you order that he who is to pay the tax, shall 
be the person who lays it on, and who shall 
inforce the payment, the dispute will have no 
end ; it will be refused, or at all events con- 
tested. The better way therefore is, that mat- 
ters should be left as they are, and that he who 
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(Ion not hiumlf paj, ihall be the one lo inforce 
jMjrrmni fiom ulhcrit iinlcs* jour pre- 

fers incurring the dangers of a rtfuwiK 

** lart lu »uppou!that the sj^tems of the 
cconoinUtft aru realised; it uilt thui hap^Ku 
tliatercry bnd-lioldcr \^ili pay hU lax at thu 
rate of a marc the liirCf on hispro|>crly. 

** Hut a* the Nobility, the Clergy, the Htem, 
the Parliumtnti are the principal laml'OU tiers, 
the edict that t^hould takb from Muiuiciir lai 
l)(ic, or Moudeur le Hrerident, COiCOOliirts 
|)cr annum, a%au increaMi vf taxes, Mould ho 
ati etUct thcDukcorthc Prcsidcut Mould re- 
fuse o register, and jour Majesty Mould fall 
into a state of drjiendcnce ou the great and 
Itch lambpropticturs, in the same tuaiiturasa 
Doge of (icuuJ, or of V«.nice« uhokopouerof 
lesjing lasts, dejMudsou tho Mill of the neb 
[>etsous on Mhuuihe tax istofalL 

•* The * conouiikt s ate wa a« ate of the jxili- 
tteal events dt^j^euJiog on thnr sjitem*, that 
It u taHllbcj haie alr(aJrdigot£«l a pUn far 
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calling togetiier the States General, to con, 
sist wholly ol iiien of great property, either 
to pass ail act of Bankruptcy as to what re. 
latcs to the past, if the payment of the debts 
of the State should Be declared impossible, 
and exceeding’ the balance of the receipts ; or 
to limit the King’s expences, a§ in England, 
to a certain fixed sum. The plan of ithe eco- 
nomists, as 1 have been assured by one who 
is well acquainted with • them, and who 
has been initiated into this mystery, is to 
give us a monarchy, subject to the coptroul 
of the rich, 

“ As to Doctor Quesnay, this good man is 
sincerely grieved in secret at what he sees going 
forward at Court, which really will teqd, 
to a terrible bankruptcy, contrary to the wishes 
and in opposition to the intentions of the King ; 
but he is very far, as well as the leading men 
of his party, from wishing to overturn the 
actual state of things ; although I cannot say 
the same of many of the other members of 
this association. They wished during' the life 
of Madame de Pompadour, to make use of her 
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conc^alctl enmitj* to the grralt as 3 racaniof 
Tontardio;; iho »uccm of their Khemes and 
«j>cculatiuu>. The Kingi roriuoatcljr, i% not 
unac(}iiain(cduiUi the consc<jucnccs of a re- 
volution in the vjf»tcm of tinancc» and what 
he Itas hurd of Law i* frt^h in hU rccoUcctiou/ 



NOTE 

ON THE CLERGY, 

AND ON THE 

LIST OF CHURCH PREFERMENTS. 


MADAME DE POMPADOUR being dead, 
many very secret cii’cumstances transpired, 
which, whilst she was alive, no one dared to 
speak of. — The very walls have tongues at 
Court, and they are not echoes to be depend-^ 
ed on, 

The inflexible character of the late Mon- 
sieur de Mirepoix, Minister of the list of, 
church -preferments, (feuille des Benefices) was 
not readily, forgotten. The King, who was al- 
ways averse to any difference with the Devotees, 
entrusted him with great powers. — He filled 
up the vacancies in the Clergy with pious men 
like himself ; but not men of learning, for on 

that score, he himself was deficient. All these 

\ 
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)inrit» or tho gualc»t of thcm» censure 
llti! lifiw' tlut tbc King IratU, ami t>arti* 
cuUrly liio lH:ha\iuur of Mndauic <lc I'oinpa- 
tlouTt und the toiieiUc dares to av»umc tii rtr* 
ligiuuk nutters. They arc eva^jK rated be- 
yond mrasutc ul her degrading the character 
of the King, and perurting hU coiucicucc— 
fur he U tvalurall y devout, and stands in guat 
a^ie of the judgmctiU of Cod. 

Madame do rompadour, \iho Muhed to 
find a succcMatr to .Mundcur dc .^Itre|>oi\» of 
not rjuite to rigid a turn of mind, prevented 
u Ust of candidates to the King fur hi* choice; 
.Old die put at the head of this list the name 
of Monsieur doJanulr, who eauic to Court 
Uatrr of the gik>anc<.s and complaints of 
hu INoiinCe. bhc had a ptttaic lutersitn 
utth him at tin: itmc, and Ma* much pboxtl 
>ttth hiuu Her itawus fur git tug him the pre* 
fciener itrte, htcanvc he uas Li.'jinn to !«• oO' 
(^uunxtfd 'tith ant juily; and iKCauw* *he 
kiten, ihiuuj;»UtUc m'dtum of the ihthie, that 
he na .1 unu4 bs the cemttr{a.^s of the Hue 
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St. Honors j that he gave them suppers, wu, 
and consecj[uentIy. was neither a fanatic, or an 
hypocritical devotee. So that there is a won- 
derful analogy, as maybe seen, between a 
Royal Mistress and a Prelate of.thissort. VAnd 
is it possible/' said the. Marchioness to tlie. 
Lieutenant of Police, “ that this Bishop was 
found with a girl of the town A girl of 
the town !” replied the magistrate ; ‘5 why he 
was found with a collection of seven / " 

His Royal Highness the Dauphin was out-- 
rageous at the choice of the Bishops given ns; 
by the Prelate ; he gave it as his opinion, (al- 
though he said but little)- that the intrigues,*, 
by means of which he became minister of the 
church preferment (feuille), were connected 
with the plan of destroying Religion. — It is 
even said that proofs of irreligion were required 
by Madame de Pompadour, previous to ob- 
taining her consent to the nomination of cer- 
tain prelates, whose names I shall notmention. 
After this, let me ask, if morality and reli- 
gion are necessary to our welfare, what is to 


A 
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bccoiuc i}{ u% »ucfi Marchiont&j^i and 
%ucU i*iwUicj } 'i itcKfu^t ruriuti^trlr*uiil haic 
ita more ext Icajxl under tli»t title. 

Alotwtcur U« JAtcutcUA&ixui xuorei cxienur 
jueij iU.A» U luctJjHii'y. iK-Ue^anUU cajcrrby 
dtexvu)^ grrai .lUcuxtion to the Jc'xuiti^ ; and he 
continurd iltu ftutUK cautious and circutm^Hret 
Uuft lif coiuUnjt uhtu he hecauxe a Uidto}>* 
\{\% prudrnect tn nexer juinin;; hmiKlf in* 
(crlrriti|; in (ifigaiuHii) anil conicnttun»» i* 
kxxuuu U> the king; nm) lu that (lotnt of 
xitxv he ix 4 nun c.dculakd for the pre- 
sent but he U delimit J by the Jtxuiu 

andthc SuIpUbnx, uUoMy cxcry ihvngiUalu 
had of him ; and in fact, ii n certain lhathU 
indidcrince ha* done much harm to lUligton, 
and bx% iscandahuji juUate life lia» fixed an 
ttuichbU utamunhii minUlry. 



OF MADAME DE POMPADOUR, 

AND 

THE FREE THINKERS. 

( DBS ESPRITS FORK’S. J 


IT was foreseen that after her iath, this 

/ 

class of men would forget their secret pro- 
tectress. 

t 

The King is more than religious ; he is in, 

_ V X , ' 

the greatest agonies as to the truth of Chris- 
tianity, when he reflects on his mode of life. 
Madame de J^ompadour was unceasingly oc- 
cupied in diverting his melancholy, and to set 
aside those inclinations which he had shewnj - 
from time to time, of sending her from him. 
She took care to remove the sermons and re- 
ligious books, which he frequently had in his 
hand from his little libraiy, and used to tell 
him, “ that reading made him lose his color.” 



As 4 clear run^cietteo t%not 4 cotncnictu 
tlilti;;ror “a King's inorvcJ,** Madame dc I’om* 
jiadgur hat) imbibed Inmunsur inltdclily in hrr 
domestic circlci, \s!icti she ua> Aladaiuc 
d'Klmlcs. Her house \raf thu lenders ous of all 
llic rr\c'i hinkcrsof (he agi', particularly Muu> 
sicur du VgUaitc, uhu u«ls a gnat fasoniu uith 
her; and uhcu she bccamu lucd at Court, she 
Milt fur him; but pcrcuriug that iho Jesuits 
itudo u handloof her partiality to him, a^auut 
her, she cooled la her regard fur him, and made 
him bclietc shu uas force'il to sacnticc him. to 
appease lint storm. .Moniicur do Votuiic, 
huiscier, Mas abiajs protected by her i a sc. 
crcl, usMell as by Monsieur dr CIioIkuI ; fur 
ho M4S looked ou by lioth of them, as a mau 
capable of gttuig suillcicnt smplujmrnt to 
thetr d&clarctl enemies, the J< suits and thr 
Zealots of the Clergy. 

As all the uiinutm, atui all the tnistresurs 
of Kings, make the adVus of the Stale sab* 
scisuut lo their oan [Kru.i.at tuchnativns, 
tiers thing lad a lea.dsucy la rraiuo, both 
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under the Marchioness, and under the Duke 

of Ciioiseiii, to harass, degrade, and destroy 

Religion ; and to encourage, to honor, and 

to protect all it condemns, and all it forbids. 

It is trom the bosom of the State that those 

evils have their source, which tend to destroy 

its firmest supports. — The Government in 

France has been for many years, working its 

own destruction ; it makes war against itself, 

as has been said by those who think seriously. 

/ ^ 

A speech of Monsieur de VoitaiiVs has 
been repeated to the King, which has made 
the deepest impression on the mind of the 
Monarch. — He caused Monsieur de Voltaire 
to be spoken to, in a mild manner, on the viru- 
lent and scandalous mode,, in which he con- 
tinues to persecute the Christian Religion, by 
way of revenging .himself on the Bishops, 
through whose influence he was banished the 
Court. 

Tbe Lieutenant of Police spoke to hiffli 
in the most friendly and amicable manner ; 
he listened to his observations, he replied to 


ditti tUc licuknjut uf police couclutUtl 
Uy wjriut; : 

♦* iiwt afur aUt you nill Mc»cf ^uccti t\ 
id Un.iro}in^ tlic CliiUtiau Uc!igiou» luhhcr 
by jour filings, jour nuilcry, nor jour ar- 
gumenU/' “ Tiul »»wlial remains lobe well/' 
rr^jbctOIoiiiicur <lc VoUaife* a* be ua» j^oio;; 
uuay. 

TbU oiunrr li*ui conluiutil the Kiit^ tii 
lU^brUct liceuUriaiu»r Uut the I’hilo^ophcr* 
aim at ilc»trujiii|; (be Atuoarchy at 
Hchgigit, amt ui jurrMreutiu;; the tuiubter^ 
iKUoforcu (be iutt Political ortltr of (be State. 
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